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LETTER I. 


, ; 


Lady Laura Merioneth to Miſs Lumley. 


Y OUR letter, my deareſt girl, is juſtarrived, 

and has relieved me from a load of anxiety 
on your account; for I was very ingeniouſly, 
at the moment I received it, tormenting myſelf, 
by a retroſpeR ot every ill that could poſſibly 
attend you, in a journey of two hundred miles. 
You are fafe; and I am as happy as J can be, af- 


muſt. endeavour to ſilence my regrets on · this 
occaſion; for as the mandate of a parent ſum- 
moned you from me,'I ſhould be reproaching 
his authority if I ventured to complain of it. 

I have the ſatisfaction to inform you, that my 


* 


aorn to this ſweet retirement. London never 
| agrees with her; and yet ſhe was tt Is 4 


* 
4 

7 
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71 noſt inclined to take wing again tor it. You 
47 ill certainly wonder wbat magnet could be 
W ufhciently powerful td attract her again to 
11 hat region of ſmoke, confuſion, and noiſe, at 

this adyanced ſcaſon of the year. Know, then, 
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ter ſuſtaining the loſs of your ſociety. But 1 


Wa unt's health is much improved, ſince our re- 


by way of preface to wy: ies, that Mrs. 


Dok.” © d 


oy Twickenham, May 9, 17 9— : 
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2 DERWENT. PRIORY. 
Maynard yeſterday paſſed the morning On; - 
at. 


ſhe came purpoſely to inform us th 1d 
and Lady Derwent, and tamily, were atth $ 
time Gn a viit at her houſe in Landon; and 
preſſed Mrs, Merioneth and myſelf to come and 
join the party, in order to effect a tamil re- 
conciliation- My: aunt, . good creature! whoſe 
heart beats in uniſon to every pulſe of ſociabili- 
ty, was tor returning with Mrs. Maynard, and 
very ſeriouſly hoped I would accompany her. 
I objeQed, on the ground that ſuch. a. viſit 
might not be agreeable to them, Mrs. Maynard 
was authoriſed to aſſure me, that they were 
impatient to receiye us. MF, aunt art b 
ed my compliance. 
eon 
Why (ſaid Mrs. Maynard) does ONE Laura 
ige the wiſhes of hep friends? 
ecauſe (ſaid I) I feel a little hereditary dif- 


. 


Uke to the preſent Earl. 


I muſt own (faid my aunt, a little peeviſhly) 


I expeRed a better reaſon for your oppoſition. 


My dear madam, my declining Mrs. May- 
mard's polite invitation, does not in the leaſt in- 
terfere with your SIE of it, —was.my 
anſwer. 

I certainly ſhall not go logs," replied Mrs. 
Merioneth; and what can be your ſerious ob- 


zections to viſiting the only relations, except | 


myſell, that fate has left you? 


My dear aunt, you muſt recolle& frequently 9 
hearing me expreſs my 4iflike. to the charader il 
ol the preſent earl, —founded, Imuii own, prin- 

.<ipally on his unfeeling behaviour at the death 
_ of my brother. A loſs fo fatal to the peace, ſo 
; deſtructive. to the- health, of my lamepted | 4 


ſatber, ſhould bave been treated with mor re- 
pet fs his next heir. 
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My. deareſt Laura (ſaid wy aunt) where is 
1 the man who would not exult in the demiſe of 
a ſickly beir, who ſtood between him and a title 
and fortune? 

It is very true (ſaid I) that there may be 
be others who would have exulted equally under 
iche ſame circumſtances: but perhaps they 
would have had the derer to ha ve Kept thar 
joy to themſelves. 

Come, come (cried Mrs. Maynard) you think 
too ſerioully of paſt events; let me ſtate the caſe. 
The late earl loſt a puny heir; the preſent earl 
ridicules his brother's exceſſive griet on that oc- 

caſion, and ſaid he might marry again, and have 
another ſon:—ſome buſy officions tate-bearex 
reported the converſation,—yaur father reſent - 


1 ed it, —it created a coldneſs which ended in dil- 

a guſt,-and I am informed it is near twelve 

1 years ſince you have met: — and this; you muſt 
confeſs, is the moſt that cam be ſaĩd of a circum- 

) Rance which has ſo lang divided ſuch near rela- 

a. tions. Do throw alide your objections, and 

ſ- let me bave'the pleaſure of reſtoring you to 

1 friends who will be charmed with your ſociety. 

1 BL However, if you ſtill decline viſiting them ae 
ny bouſe, you ſurely can have no abjection to | 
s- heir vimiag you at Twickenham. 

b- | None in thefleaft, ſaid 1: and I think, as ide 
pt offence originated with Lord Derwent, he Ns 2 
- us that compliment. 

tly Mrs. Maynard a greed to brin the ladies > wi 
ter worning this mere She could pot anſwer for 
in- the earl, who pays copſtahe Attendance to 
.ch the duties of pzrliament. Thus ſtands the 
iſo matter at reſents and Iwill not clofe this let- 
en ter tiil I lee Mrs. e ma kes e 
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promiſe. | e Se FL» 5. 
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Gur expected gueſts arrived yeſterday, and 
ſpent the day with us. The party con iſt ed'6f 
Lord and Lady Derwent, their ſon and daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Maynard, and a Miſs Rutland, a 
young lady under the protection of Lady Der- 
went. After the tireſome ceremony of formal 
introductions was over, we all appeared equal- 
ly determined to be pleaſed with each other. 
Even the earl, though I plainly perceived, with 
ſome difficulty, diſencumbered himſelf trom his 


uſual weight ot dignity, and condeſcended tobe 


agreeable, Lady Derwent is a moſt pleaſing 
Woman: — Lord - Merioneth reſembles the 
8 portrait of my honoured father; and 
already feel for him the affeQion of a ſiſter. 
But how ſhall I find words which may do juſ- 
tice to the beauty, elegance, and dignity of El- 
len Rutland? It is impoſſible to deſcribe her; 
vou muſt ſee her, before you can form any efti- 
mate of her numberleſs attractions. 4 4 
Mrs. Maynard whiſ pered me, in confidence, 1 
"that ſhe thought Lord Merioneth was nrigched 5 
to Miſs Rutland. 
I honour his cafle—was m my re 1700 20 
He does no credit to bis underſtanding by he 4 
(election, ſaid Mrs. Maynard; for 1 believe Mis , 
Rutland is a dependent on his mother's bounty, 
without family or fortune; and it is not reaſon- ix 
able to think the Earl, with his knowledge of ³ 
the world, will erer conſent to ſo ſtrange; an al- 
lance, 
It⸗ would raiſe him (aid 5 beck in my eſti- 
mation, if he conſented with a good grace 10 
the happineſs of his "IN | 
Ohl you are ſuch a romantic creature (ene 5 
ſe) that we muſt not conſult your judgment in 
matters of this kind: but I think Lord Mie 
neth, who is without doubt, à young man of 


© 2 
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great underſtanding, can never entertain ſeri 
ous thoughts of ontng his as with Cure 
a partner. | | 
| . Before I could aufer; che 14d in nqueſtion 
5 joipgd us, followed by Lord Merionet n. 
Nay one know (ſaid Mrs. Maynard, archly) 
[ei what ſubje you were debating: on, as you 
came up Te walk? (I ſhould have obſerved 
VE were in the garden.) Mifs Rutland-bluſh- 
ed.—Lord Merioneth anſwered, Þ was endea- 
Vouring to convince Miſs Rutland; that tliis 
View, beautiful as it is, is nothing to the ſcenery 
of Italy. Here is not that wild romantic diver- 
tity which characteriſes the landicapes of that 
country. Bur here (ſaid be) bowing gallantly, 
I muft drop my alluſions ; for in the preſence of 
the Graces, even Siberia's deſertt would, ** 
come a pa radiſeQ Ni 2E 
S0, you are a trifſer (laid Mrs. Mamh 
laughing) though, E muſt confeſs, an agreeable 
one, and flatter with a very. Yyourk eee 
| he not, Miſs Rutland? NENA ont 
Why I really think (ſhe anfwered)- 48 lar a8 
J can judge, that hisdbrdſhip's late reſidence in 
Italy bas much improved him in that ſeience. 
CONE (cried he) you miſtake the matter en- 
| tre, my charming Rutland: it is theJobjet 
Which. 18 improved—bowing to hen | 
_ She bluſhed exceflively. + | | 
| Mrs; Maynard exclaimed, I really thinks: my | 
lord, you would make love ina very pretty 
ma nner.—Wi hat do you think, Miſs Rutland? 
1. I do-not know, Madan —beſitatingly. 
Ob! his Lordſhip has not, tried his Wilhles ö 
then, in your hearing. | 
In pity to Miſs Rut! aint ange F ex- 
ed: big rh are too ny Mrs. hay: 
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nard: and if I were Miſs Rutland, I would ad- 
viſe Lord Merioneth to try his abilities in your. 
hearing, for the pleaſure of having your onen 
of them. 

Excellent! (exclaimed Merioneth.) . am 
quite at Mrs. Maynard's ſervice; and if. ſhe can 
make room for me in her liſt of admirers, 1 will 
(addreſſing himſelf; to her) pick up your. "fans. | 
fetch your ſnuff-box, ſummon your Abigaily 
careſs your lap dog, and improve your parrot. 

Oh! hold; for heaven's ſake! (cried the la- 
dy); ; you would indeed be an acquiſition to any 
one that could make room fox you; but, in my 
- lik, there is no vacancy. You can pra diſe, 
you know, this ſummer at the Priory (looking 
archly at Ellen) and, perhaps, another ſeaſon 
I may admit yon in wy train. 

Moſt ſuperlatively kind, and. amazingly 
condeſcending cried Lord Merioneth, drily: 
—at the lame time he drew Mrs. Maynard's 
| hand under his arm, and made for the houſe, ' 
We followed: the day paſſed very pleaſantly, 
3 and; it was late before they departed for Lon- 
| don. --Lord Derwent gave us a preſſing invita- 

tion to paſs the Tummer at the Priory; and [ 

am inclined to think we ſhall accept of it, as 
my aunt is very partial to her native place, 

We have never reſided there ſince the death of 

my. mother, I ſhall be- much Pleaſed, I am 

| ſure, with the venerable old pile. In it I drew 
my firſt breath. It will like wiſe have an addi- 
tional charm,-it will place me many miles 
nearer Lumly Houſe than I ap. at Preſent, 
I am interrypted——_ ... 
Lod Merioneth was below came to pro- 
-- poſe our gccompanying them to the Priory the 
- week after: next. It was agreed on; ſo you 


Vill receive no more 8 bene ? 


> 


* 


* 


DKE Eur ratoxr- 7 * 


| as we bave but little time for the neceſſary p re- 
1 parations: but as ſoon as we have completed 
4 


* 1 
# 4 


our journey, I will re-affume! my occupations 
| Don't expect a packet a week, or imagine that” 
I ſhall excufe you from anfwering my letters. 

Mrs. Merioneth joins with me in love” and 
eee, and we fincerely hope, before 
{ this reaches you, that Mr. Lumty will be re- 
dA cored to copvaleſcence. I rejoice in your bros 
8 ther's improvement, but would have you be- 

KF ware of his tutor's attractions“ That heart of 
thine, which withſtood all the fighing ſwains of 
tte gay world, may be more alive to the merits 
of Danville. . 1 forget whether you ſaid he was 

5 | handſome; but T take it for grant tech that he is 
young and” Wrede Lea ver 727 —— 
qualifications to e againſt f heave al by 
generous: and unſuſpecing woman. :. „ 

Farewell! Pave quieted my conſcience 
= 105 yew danger. 20055 ee, eee, 
e d Sc. 41 8 
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15 An vs dea Jane; haying in ſome de- 
gree recovered tlie fatigue 5 my jbürney; and 
_ Hlenced by reflection thoſe painful perturbati- 
ons, which I <conld' not fats No en- 
trance int bis wenekable mänſton; for was 
here I paſſed the happy years df infancy; anjd 
Oe che ſol rides of ma tern Ws 
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tion, and it was here my ſainted mother died, 

in giving birth to a long-deſired heir.— Alas! 
my dear Jane, how frequently may we obſerve 
that thoſe things which we moſt fervently de- 
ſire as the greateſt of all paſſible bleſſings, are 
too frequently attended with the ſevereſt diſap- 
pointments; it ſeems as if Providence, evenchy 
the indulgence of our deſires, was teaching us 
leſſons of reſignation and bumility.—But Fam 
running into a ſubje& I did not-intend to enter 
on; and as you idefire my correſpondence may 

be regular and minute, I take it for granted 
that you expeQta ſketch of our journey. I will 
therefore endeavour not to diſappaint you. 

K nov then that our party conſiſted of Lady 
Derwent, Miſs Rutland, Julia, Mrs, Merio- 
neth, Mrs. Maynard, and your friend, attend- 
ed of courfe by our Abigails, and eſcorted by 
Lord Meripneth: The Earl ſtaid in London, 
and is not expected here tor ſome time. We 
| travelled in our own carriages, with poſt horſes; 
| Lord, Derwent's. coach, my aunt's chariot, 
| and Mrs. Maynard's chaiſe, I believe, con- 
cluded the cavalcage. Lord Merioneth indeed, 

had a ſuperb phæton, but the height of it pre- 
vented his gaining one companion; ſq he reſign- 

ed it to the ſervants, and took a ſeat with me 

and Mrs. Merioneth in our chafiot. We had 

à very pleaſant journey through a beautiful ü 

country, flept one? night on the road, and 

reached this place the following evening 

A A meſſenger, had been diſpatched to an- 

nounce our coming, and the good old ſervant 

was rejoiced to ſee. Mrs. Merioneth of the par- 


J 
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Ab, Madam! 'cried the ſteward, as he a ſſiſt. 

% ed her in alighting)..this is | an honour 1 never 
expected to have again. ws | 
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| T attended my aunt to her' "5 where we found ©/% 


are the apartments formerly occupied by my 


when I tell you, that-the gloom of the apart- | 


me? - -I was really aſhamed bf my own weak- | 
neſs; but I laboured under an impulſe of (9-4 | 


could not fleep.-- The moon played 
the painted caſement of the Windows, 


_ DERWENT PRIOAYT. | 9 
My aunt tried to ſpeak, but could not articu- 
late a word.. 
How do you do; Mr. Dawſon? ſaid T, as k 
followed her out of the carriage! | 


Merey on me! (ſaid he, looking earneſtly | in ES 
= my face, while beten triekledd down bis aged 
AN work) can it be? 12 i 
Wy © Then, after a moment's RET E23 oo 


Ves, it is my dear young lady her own felt! 1 


0 | er madam; it is many a day fince I carried 1 S ! 


both you round theſe grounds.---Oh bow m V dame 2) 
Vill rejoice to ſee-you! . _ 1 
[| burried in to conceal my emotions. After SEE 


a ſlight repaſt, we retired to our apartments. 


Mrs. Dawſon waiting our arrival. She has 
been thirty years houſekeeper at the Priory, /* 
poſſeſſes a good mare cons. 294 an excel 
lent memo 7. 1 
Inſt ead of retiring to reſt;we ullked over paſt 8 5 g 
events, and wept till midnight. Mrs. Dawſon 
Prepared- for us our old lodging rooms, mine 
opening into Mrs. Merioneth's. Beyond mine 


:departed © parents; and thefe terminate the 
fouth fide of the Priory, Will you believe me, 


4 


ment, and the melancholy: ſubjects we had _ 
been talking of, ſo oppreſſed my ſpirits, that 
when I retired to my own room, I could not 
ſummon reſolution ſufficient to let Fanny leave 


dity much eaher to be derided than reſiſted. I: 
zbrough 


and 
ſhone on 4 . of i * MOOSE Bag . 17 


a 


- 
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on the other ſide of the room. I gazed on it 
till I could have fancied it poſſeſſed animation., 
This led to a train of ideas which kept me 


ſee no longer; examined the furniture of the 
chamber, and found it much the ſame as when 
I left it, as near as I could recollea; and I 
thought it was like being reſtored: to' fo many 
old friends. At length, exhauſted. Ars 
claimed ſome refreſhment.---I went to-bed, 
and flept ſome hours, —aroſe with renovated 
eons and had the ſatisfaction to find all the 
mily much better for their night's repoſe. 
- The day was devoted to viewing the Priory 
and grounds, in both of which the preſent poſ- 
ſeſlor is making great improvements. Lady 
Derwent's politeneſs removed all reſtraint, and 
; by the cloſe of the day, I felt quite at home. 
The following morning, Mrs. Merioneth de- 
voted to viſiting the cottages round the park. 
I accompanied her. Oh, Jane l you would ne- 
ver have forgotten the ruſtic fimplicity of the 
| ſcenes, Our arrivA"had'been rumoured; and 
thoſe whom fate had left were in full expeRa- 
tion of a viſit from Madam Merioneth, whoſe 
bounty they had often blefſed, and whoſe ab- 
_ ence: they could not fail to deplote: | 
The firſt cottage we entered was Jenkinſon's. 
The old. man ſat under a tree at the door, hold- 


ing an infant boy on his knee, the image of 


-raddy health. Time had ſtruck the good man 
with his ſcythe; he could not "Te wRhour his 
berdtch, Which he called for. 


Sit fil Kleie ey, aunt ) 1 defite het will not | 


Brille“ 
1 Twit yeacy 4585 adele (ale he) I ſhould 
haye been on my legs in a minute; but now 1 


” _— . 4 


awake till day-light.-->I arofe, looked through 
e windows on the ground; wept till'I could 
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cannot riſe” to make my obeiſance unleſs ſome= 
Y y comes to help me. | 


here is no neceſſity for your ring «aid I 5 


1 br pray is this ſweet boy your grandſon? 


es, madam.—1 beg pardon (ſaid he, looks 


1 ing earneſtly. in my face). furs this muſt-be 10 


young lady! 
It is Lady Laura (aid my aunt 3 me — 


1 on purpoſe to ſee if ſhe could recollect any of 
pou good folks. 


Ah! Madam (faid aA old man, Gyhing 
deeply) there are but few of us leit to rere 
lect]! time and misfortune have thinne your 
old penſioners; and what is worſe, t 
our cottages are to be pulled down, an 
ground thrown into the park; and hen, 
knows what will become of us! ie 2 
You muſt be miſintormed (aid my Jes 
Lord Derwent can never think of pulling down 
the cottages his father built as the retpmpenſe 


| of faithful ſervitude, 


Ah! Madam (cried the old cd Lord er- 


But ſure (ſaid I) bis lordſhip will-ere&: 705 


Which theſe ſtand +... .;-; 


I am afraid pot (was the old; 1 man's reply: 9 


for five out of eight are already demoliſhed, 
and the families ſent away; but they were 


tor me, the hour that. takes me from-thig place 
„(locking mourafully upto the tree under which 


lived, man and boy, almoſt ſourſeore years. 
He pauſed. My a 


78 7 he ſo much fear ed. 


bY | Ya nO naar le 
5 


unt aſſured him ſhe Would 
, endeavour all in ber DP WOE: pan APES cala - 


have the honour of ſeeing two ſuch ladies, I 8 


other dwellings, if he wants oo Young: \n 


young people, and did not ming moving; ; but | 


| he ſat) will be the laſt, of wy life, Here have 


x 
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He was grateful for her kindneſs,” but did 
not ſeem to place much hope in ber influences 
The old man's diſtreſs brought to my mind 

moſt forcibly, Cowley' s Old Man of Verona; 
and I could not Tetrain trom When ken with 


K * 


the poet, — Vo x "oy — 8e 


8 A neighb ring 80 Ro. with hirnſe! f, he ſees, e 
And Joves his old contemporary trees. G e TIREes 


0 * 


Iwas a little diſpuſted: at this trait in Lord 


4 | Per went ehirsAepc What! thought I, pull 


don a few humble cottages for the paltry con- 
figeration of the ground they occupy, a 
thereby annul the benevolent intentions of- bis 
predeceſſor !. 

I ſhould think (aid 1; aa jy" 10 
Mrs. Merioneth) that it cannot be worth Lord 
Derwent's while to open the incloſure of his 
park; for the litiſe ſpot they ſtand upon N 

| 2 pay for an additional fence. | 

I ſhouid-think not (was her reply.) | 

At this part'ot our diſcourſe, a 8 wo- 
man approached from the houſe, bringing with 


ther's fondneſs, the lovely infant from the old 
man's arms. A little girl ran after her, and 
cagerly climbed * vacant knee on: her. grand- 
father: 25 ; 
This, ladies, is * ſoo? be FE 
The young woman courteſied, and retired. 
And where is your ſun ?; 
Ab! Madam (ſhaking bis head,) we 4 not 
know where he is, perhaps in his grave. 
95 Good God! not know where be is? 
; No (mournfully fixing his eyes on the little 
«girl that ſat on his knee). You muſt know, 


to ſell a few pigs, to help us out with the Win- 


* 3 


her two chairs. She took, with all a mo- 


ladies, that laſt Michaelmas fair, my ſon went 
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ter. We were much alarmed at his ſtaying out 
all night, but comforted, ourſelyes with think- 
ing the morning would bring him home, We 
looked for bim in vain. ,. His poor wife was 
almoſt mad. A: length, a man from the next 
vinage came to tell us, that he had ſeen him 
that marning, much in liquor, in company 
with a recruiting ſefijeant, with a cockade in 
his hat. The podr girl haſtened to the town, 
wbich is ſeven miles off, and tried, in vain, to 
trace them. The only information ſhe could 
gain was, 3 they had ſet out for London, 
== with the She had neither money to ride, 
nor ſtrength — walk after them, nat having 
long lain in with that boy. Almoſt broken 
Hearted; ſhe returned 'bomez We muſt do, 
ſaid ſhe, the beſt we can for the children, for; I 
cannot find their father. If his lordſhip. will 
but permit the cottage to ſtand, I think I can. 
get them biead. Mr. Dawſon, fortunately 
of the affair, and came down to ſee us. 
He adviſed my daughter to take her children 
with her, and go up to the Priory, and get 
per miſſion to ſpeak to the eounteſs. He kpew 
the cottages were all condemned. but he 
| - thought, owing to our misfortune, this might 
de ſpared. Lady Derwent admitted ber, Fat | 


her a preſent, but told her ſhe never interffred 
with the Earl's plans. I then determined on 
ſeeing his lordſhip: myſelt. He heard, my ſto- 
ry, and aſked me n old. my: ſon Was ? 170d 
him, twenty-fvbe. 3 
A very proper 9 laid he,” to \ ſerve is 
country, the abe wants ſoldiers, 1 dope you 
eee L607 Hünier, Gt | 
Ves, my (570 bat it is better he] 
\ ſhould {ang a 7 "ie: Por 
bread. bas 0 ,2! * 131. 


2 


* DERWENT rarenr- | 


Vou are diſaffedted then? 1 . 

By no means, my lord; T. only think peace 
en than war. - 

And who gave you Wie to think at all 

about it? 1 ſuppoſe, old friend, you are for a 
| levelling ſyſtem : you would like to ſee the tree 
of liberty planted ia my park, and come into 
my houſe, and help gage . what 5 1 
pleaſec. 

- God forbid, my lord, that T mould ever ſee 
that day! I want nothing but my! ſon; ; his 1a 
boar would ſupport his family.” 

Well, honeſt man, replied his lordſhip, wor 
ſon is not in my keeping; and he is ſo honour- 
ably engaged in ſo neceſſary an undertaking, 

that, could I recal him home by taking a ye | 
ot fnuff, I certainly ſhould not de iti 

1 did not expect your lordſhip to take the 

trouble cet ſeeking for my ſon. I only came to 
beg your lordſhip to ſpare our cottage; ſor if 
* are pot eee phos we maſt 8⁰ to the ko 
ri 
| | Well, I will confi of it; boo 1 think ſuch 
people as you may think yourſelves welt off 
_ you .bave a pariſn to goto. 
My aunt fhrugged her ſhoulders; Thooked, . 
1 believe, a little diſdainfully. The good lady 
exclaimed; Laura, do not quad o Wy. 1 
your uncle's conduct! 
0h, Madam, my opinion of his: oridieipits 
can never alter. However, Jenk inſon, haue a 
good heart; for if he turns you out of nes 
"om Lill duy you another, 
Gad for ever bleſs you for ſuch pdbdnols, my 
- honoured lady! Oh! how 'many/would-it have 
>» mace happy, it this nene ne baze been 
ſecuredito uu. 
** 1 have not en ald 1 compared 
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to what my uncle has, I will never add to it, 
by diſt reſſing the poor, or inſulting the unfor- 


tunate. We made the poor. folksa ſmall pre- 


ſent, and departed, loaded with benedictions. 
I ſhould ha ve told you that a little poultry, 


, 5 a ſew vegetables, and what the yun·˙ Wã]nmman 


earns. by ſpinning, ſupports the family; hey 


3 f | told us, Dawſon was very kindito them. 


Of the other cottages one only was inhabit- 


ea, and contained an old woman, Who had 
deen laundreſs to my grandiather ; her. daugh- 
ter, a widow-woman with a large tamiiy, lived 


With her. Brerg ching about them booked 


bo , DLL 
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How Aae ſaid Mrs. Ae was 
once this ſpot, the comfortable reward of bo- 
neſt ſervitude, and the ſeat of: * ee * 
How do you hve, good people? 

On potatoes and butter- milk, my Suck nel | 
we work hard to get chat, ſaid A healthy look- 
ing girl, who was ſpinnipg; for my grandmo- 
ther cannot do without bread and tea; the 1s 
700 old to live on potatoes. 

Do you get no hread for 3 ? (aid 10 

"Yew, madam ; we ſometimes buy a little meal 
and make. bread; but then we are forced to. 


| webe it laſt a great while. 15 50 


Well, (faid my aunt) we "evil pr to 
chink of ſome means of lefſening your diſtreſs. 


I will ſee you again ſoon- Same them.a 


-trifling preſent; as a temporary relief. 
God bleſs; you, my good lady! (oricid> the 


poor old woman; I knew youwould come to 
Hee us. Mr. Dawſon told us you were dome 
down, and our yaung lady too. Ah times are 
:Qrangely altered! Perhaps, ladies, you wilkbe | 


ſo good to 12 for gs that our poor cotiage 
mag. N , N 20 3 Dall 1 & 4 TOE — 
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Depend on it we will do all we can to ſerve 
you; and if we cannot ſave this babiration, we 
will get you another. 
We left this ſcene, wondering at n 
had heard, and lamenting what we had ſeen. 
About a quarter ot a mile farther, we came 
to another groupe of tenements, neafply in the 
ſame ſtate as the former. The old inhabitants 
who were left, were Nee looking for Mrs. 
Merioneth's approach, and hailed. her appear» 
ance as a preſage of returning profperity. ). 
At length we returned to the Priory. I 
thought; when my aunt-related_our. morning's-. 
ramble, Lady Derwent Appeared aſhamed and 
confuſed,” 
hope (ſaid my aunt) I ſhall — — my fi ſiſters 
influence exerted for the ſafety of the cottages 
on the welt ſide of the park, atleaſt, for the 
ſake of Jenkinſon and Mary. Lady Derwent 
replied that ſhe would cheerfully, ſupport.any- 
plan for the relief of their inhabitants; but ſhe . 
| believed the cottages muſt come down. 
Lord Merioneth offered ten pounds 8 
a ſubſcription tor the relief of the diſtreſs my 
aunt had deſcribed. Lady Derwent gave two 
gumeas, Mrs: Merioneth two guineas, Mrs. 
Maynard, Miſs Rutland, Lady Julia, and 1 - 
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ſelf, one puinea each. 2 
Mrs. Merioneth was to diſpoſe of theſe con- 
tributions as ſhe judged beſt. 46 


Thus ended the ſecond day. alter our ine 

On the third day, my aunt ordered her carti- 
ape, and drove to the neareſt market-towg, 
where ſhe purchaſed, ſuch neceſſaries as ſhe 
deemed would, be moſt acceptable to her poor 
old friends; and, on her return, we went ta 
work, and made. linen. for. the poor families; 
my Fanny was ſent to take, meaſureof them for 
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| a gowhs, which were made of green Ki 
and the following ſunday we had the plesſurg 
of ſeeing theſe poor families decently arrs 
attend divine ſervice in the chapel of. the ; 
| ory; My aunt was too happy te be reaſona- 
KW ble; anch at her requeſt, Lady Derwent order- 
aden all ſom refreſhment before they 18 8 
© home. Lord erianeth was Be delighted: 
and as for me, I was almoſt incling his 
acer under-ground, that he might polſels the 
4 means, as well as Se deſixe, of dei good. 
bon Monda) the earl arrived here, fome days 
earner than was expected; and he has really. 
not brought pleaſure with hits, | 1447 Julia 
and Miſs Rutland ſcarcely breathe i in his pre- 
ſence. Lady Derwent herſelf- appears. under 
viſible reſtraint; and were It not for. the good. 
humour and bas of his ſon, I think we 
[ſhould all wifh ourſelves at home again. Mrs.“ 
[Maynard yeſterday declared herſelf overpow- 
efed with ennui, becauſe ſhe had no beaux to 
talk her into ſpirits. Lord Merioneth es ed 
her to be patient for a few days, as he expe 
a cargo worth her attending to, 5 
Dear conſoluting creature, whom dou x 
pe&? cried ſhe, 


Lord Severn, Sir Wa Bata, and i Char- 5 
les Clifford, eſg. 
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Do you ow e r 
Only Lord Sever, ſhe replied,” ITN Oo 
See ü oo 
Not that I Know of, Lord Mer oneth. © 4 


Well then; take care of your hearts, "EIS y 
for J am told Severn and N . f 
bandſome. ©, © d 1 
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very good if they are Your i, ſald Mrs. 
| Maynard, drily. en Ts 
They are as good as young Fellows uſually 
 Fuin'now-a-days; but not ſo good but they may 
be improved hy the digeming enen ny. wn, 2A 
vating widow. |. 
S0, ſaid the, 1 have: abſolutely. e DN 
to go and teaſe; Lord Derwent, by Os r 
you are making love to me. Iro 
How could that teaſe Lord Derwent, faid I. 
Good God! cried ſhe, Laura, do you not 
know that Merioneth muſt not make love do 
any woman with leſs than filty thouſand 
pounds? ane, nor: 
Ellen looked agitated, and Merioneth morti- 
fied. Lord Derwent approached, and che 
converfation ended: and here I will end this 
long, and, Tear, tireſome. letteß. ode! 
. | Your's, Ec. ens 
Lay RA Mau Tie.” 
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Ta Tobe to 1056 1 Lush. 


e ' The Priory, July 27, 159— 7 
WELL, "TY are you prep redito applaud NV 


my penetration f, If not, liſten. and believe. 
This morning, before Mrs. Merioneth had made 
her appearance, I ſtrolled into her dreſling- 
room, and ſoon perceived. the good ſoul was 
dying with la ſecret, which ſne 17 not know 
how in the world to be delivered of; and, well 
5 Eno that SIE: Was no way of. comlug} at 
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it ſo eaſily as appearing inattentive to it, I far 
don; took up2s book; and aſked if I Thould 
read whileſhedrefeg2* i Eon 
No, my dear; ſhe' replied? T have” ſomething | 
of conſequence to impart, and 9 105 not drels 
| beter Then diſmiſſing her attendant, ſhe, in- 
emed me, that Lord Derwent hat made pro- 
en poſals, o flattering and generogs, on behalf of 
is ſon, to your friend, that ſlie hoped I would 
quieſce in their united wilties, anch ee conſent to 
bceive his addreſſes.. AO? ere 
Are you quite certain, Widaut, that FY 
oneth wiſhes his addreſſes to be received 12 
I bave no doubt of it, was her anſwer. * 
Pardon me, ſaid 1, tor diflenting from Jou 
ut L have grent deubts K 55 gi 
Impoſſible | ſhe eried; you'eirinor de in 
net. % mn, 5 n 
Indert bum M „S „kk 
For Heaven's ſake, Laura, from whence | 
uld ſuch ſuſpicions ariſe? 
My dear madam, I have no ö 8 ; 
ſt on certainties. * : 
Of what then are you Era ö 
That I bave made no impreſſion on Meri- 
eth, and that he iy peffectiy M to 
aaa 
os vou think he will never be otherwiſe 2 
* think he will not. Is 
q wy :cried ſhe; rather pettiſhly; this" comes | 
ur nonſenſical notions of brit fight impreſ- 
58. So, becauſe” you did not Fatt _— 
ove-with him at firſt you are: me 
h-ether. efterwalds! 9 
My dear madamg your entirely winke de 
2 t a t boi 
9s Laura; it ivyou who anime cate? 
2 2 
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and as to Miſs Rutland, I bave talked that 
matter over with Lady Derwent, who aſſures 
me, there is no aitachment at. all. between 
-them, VN 1081078 A e 
Miſs Rutland, and Lord: Merioneth.! Erin 
4. Reall , madam, I do-not comprehend: you. 
Why, Laura, Ichave (obſerved, and I: think | 
you muſt ha ve obſerved it too, that Lord: Me. IN 
rioneth is uſually very attentive! to Miſs ::Rut- | * 
land; and not knowing how that young lady 
| might interpret his aſſiduities, L frankly: men- i 
' tioned the matter to Ted Derwent, Who: al- br 


due to bis kamiy, than te think ef Ilie Rut- 1 
land in any —— light than that ofen frichd ; Wl 2 
and Miſs Racking, ſaid her tadyſhip, -bas oo 
much delicacy; 100 high-a ſenſe of - honour, to 9 

wound, through my ſon, the peace of his ſa - 

milly. Now, to oblige me, 3 <viaſider 


of this, and impower me 40-glive dite 2538 
_ 5 to nn Y oC: © 2 m5 1% ay 


account. 24104319 iin _ 
Here we were tete peel ee 1 | 
daten ended. No wonder there was a ſpare 
| Place for my picture, Love is preparing «Wl 
pretty game at croſs-purpoſes for us; and it 
ſeems as if there would be. adventures: enough 
in our Priory, to furniſh out materials for 2 | 
modern novel. Here is the humble Clifford 
1 hs Ave me, whilſt Mrs. Maynard :evideotlyif 
congees co him. Merioneth | purſues Ellen, 
who 48 ns pacing by that brute Sir John, her 
rofeſſed admirer. Severn follows Julia, ho 
—— e Free 5 and they art 


— 
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e only part of the n h are Jeſt, 
pleaſe themſelves. 8.1 OW 15 2 . 
F beheve. Mrs. Merioneth had Aigen 
Lord Derwent with the nature of my reply to 
heir propoſals'{ for; when wermet at dinner, 
s lordfhip was rather more-ſately/to-me than 
aal. Ah Erhought I; von will not awe me 
_- b complidnce;” and T knew» he had been 
9 55 his ſon, for he looked nden and un- 
hs 1859 3813 work gat yon ton by Bas! 
„After dinner, when the whole Suite were 
Prenvled is the drawing. room, Eord Derwent 
ked Clifford tb walk with him ipto the park, 
on inſpe dt ſome timber he was about ſelling; 
Maynard declared the propoſab was quite 
J Wes for ſhe wanted a walk in the park, to 
ſee it Myrtle, her ſaddle-horſe; which GOP ; 
39 be day before, would knowihber .. 

They departed. Lady Derwent ſoon Aber 

8 fold: Julia, ſhe wanted her än the dreffing- 
room; and they retired. Preſchtly Julia re- 
turned, Ellen, mama wants you. For what ? 
eried ſhe. | Nay; don't know}; but, I be- 
eve, totakela walk: Shoratier Mrs. Merio- 

neth contrived to have forgotten fomething 
wich ſhe maſt eich herſelf zo and ſo wi were : 
mpletely r geſt to make love. I Was netting; 
and continued my work. Merieneth continu- 
ed playing with ab ogra, or lepgehymy 


need | 
e in you fore wwe my ky ig 4 
Rn hatridceunmipanyc 2218 1757 N e 5 F 


Really, ſaid I, affecting a look of ſurpriſe, 
| 1 had forgotten; you were in the room. Again 
we were ſilent ; at laſt, by mere accident, I 
-{poke-of- Ellen. His Fine eyes ſparkled with 
pleaſure, and he exclaimed · I ſhe not eharm- 
os! ! She is, indeed, was my reply He 


7 
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walked to the other end ot the room and I, 
without ceremony, walked oft. 

After ſpending ſome time in my own apart. 
ment, I went in ſearch of the ladies, whom I 
found in Lady Derwent's drefling- room. On 
my entrance, there was not one of the groupe 
it contained, but 2 by their looks th bir 
ſeeret anxieties. Lady Derwent Jooked in my 
face with. ſcrutinizing earneſtneſs, as if ſhe 
would have ſaid, Albert has been commanded 
to make love to you; J hope he has fucceeded. 

Ellen appeared agitated: Julia ſmiled: Mrs. 
Merioneth' fimpered ; but nobody ſpoke.” Bleis 
me] T exclaimed, looking at os, 15 afraid 


Youu walk bas OY you. 53x. Jo * "IT. 


I ey 

What walk?” rep lied Tach Darwede z ve we. 
have been here allt the pres G7 ov 

\ Really, ladies, returned. „Ebattething, v0 
bave been very polite. What apology can you 
offer far, e aut pf Jour altrioon. 


rty ? 
15 We ſup oſed, repli ied Mrs. Metioneth, chat 
wh mY u in ve 5 Ay company. N 
„ Jo you did, glancing my eye on 
len: Lord Met jane 18 erpecal fund of 
entertainment; and this afternoon he has Wen 
particularly amufſng 
The blood forſook the cheek of Ellen. | | 
What, is che matter with you ? cried Lady 
Derwent, obſerving her. 
— gat, the replied, an unuſaaf pain! is, 
1 67 995 0 29 
8 thoüghr L, he WE 1 fear, i is in your” 
heart. Kre Jdu clined, ſaid I, to take '#" 
walk, in ſearch" Mrs: Maynard? Ferien 
exerciſe may, relieve you | 
She affented; and, ID a woider, nobody! 
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— — on and in walking, through, the 
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up 


deen ie d 0 the 1925 in, agitation., F 
ould bave ſet her heart. at ea *, tit Was 4a 
ukject ect I could n ot enter on, without wound 
oy her, Aclicary. 12 .approached, looked 
3 1B, 15 5 ce, e a e 
awe 3:8. 5 88 9 990 

Phe replied, 


# bn. me, A. 7 0 Me 
us, ould exceed the tende rneſs 

T 5 hy, _ 
| bulty,. he pla d bimſell.between. MR we eac 
ook an arm: led the A to 
Wis arm round her, but 5e At c 
1 inding we were not 12 to date very good 
Wompany, in the. garden, I propoſed retur 
0 the houſe. I chatted ; Merioneth { by: 
and. Ellen loſt her Agar" We joined the fa- 
fs and the. 2 reſt. .of the OY, "ras went as 
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PASSING; the muſie room, this, morning, 
he door was half ws and, on ſeeing Me- 
ioneth and Ellen alone, I pauſed, and bean 
her Sn him to forbear. urgipg, al ſubject. 
rhich muſt inyolve them both in 7 8 bave 
o family, nor any fort 


ould ud have ee F 1 a of * 


* 
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ment encourage hopes which muſt unavoidably 
defeat all the views of your lordſhip's family. 
Ah! Ellen, faid be, is it ſtill neceffary! for 
me to repeat, that 1 cannot, in this \reſpe, 
Yield to their commands, or fubmit to their 
prejudices? My heart, in a cheice- for life, 
claims a right to be conſulted, and ſpurns, 
with honeſt ſcorn, the paltry conſiderations of 
birth or fortune. I eſteem Lady Laura: ſhe 


is a charming woman: but L cannot sive ber 
that love which has long been only -your's:* ' ' 
. He pauſed, and tripped away. I wiſh-he il 
would only { — I might ſet all matters 


t rights again, by telling him, I never will ac- 
cept of him. I dare ſay they have told bim, 


that he muſt make love to me; and then, I | ; 


ſuppoſe, they mean to tell me, that I muſt 


marry him: but I can aſſure them, they will m 


be much miſtaken. My aunt this morning re- 


newed the ſubject, juſt after I had witneſſed Wy 
cke ſcene I have been relating; but I. did not el 
chooſe to make her my confidant on this occa- 
fon. I therefore -contented myſelf with re- 


marking, that as it was a matter en which we 
unfortunately differed, I thought the leſs we 
ſpoke of it the better. 
I cannot give it up ſo eaſily, cried the good 
lady: 1 muſt have better reaſons than any you 
have yet given me; bef6re I can bring myſelf to 
decline Lord Derwent's propoſals. _ 
Well, madam, ſaid I, vexed, I muſt own, 
at her obſtinacy, take notice that I lead you 
into no errors; for 1 feriouſly declare I never 
can, nay more, Inever will, pive.wy hand to 
| Merioneth, 
Goed God ! The replied, what perverſencſs 
Doyo Met more eee _ Pp. 
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Y Fbac, I anſwered, is a object 1 bave never 

. thought of.. | 

Ir Have you any obje8tion to: the charaRer of 

, {Merioneth 2 

ir Quite the contrary, I 8 * ie ey much. 1 
e, Do you never imend to marxy, Laura, that 
85 x thus make a point of rejec ing er 851 

df poſal that is made to you? - 

e | I certainly do not intend to marry ** of : 

Tr WSthoſfe 1 haye rejected, ſaid . 

gere we entrance-of Mrs. Maynard 

de eeriod to the converſation. She rallied. wie | 
rs nmoſt unmercifully on the ſubjedt; and 1 found 

c- ii was an alliance that the family conſidered as 

n, concluded I believe Mrs. Maynard ardently 

1 wifhes it to take place, to further views of her 

ſt Own. She is a woman of the world, and does f 
1 rnot pay much attention to the peace 'of others, 
bone promotes her own deſigns. I am a little 
d i — humbur at their thus arrogating to 
ot — right to direct my choice. I be- 
* - eve, they will find a failure in their plan. I 
e never will marry where Lcannot lobe; Jp I, 


ve like Merioneth, have no heart to give. 
e 3-242. 3dayvort! 3 ene 3g | 
| 2 Laux! ie 
d dog sin bene Haig ass ; 
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MANY: eee 7 e ati- 
al friend, for your PET letter. 2 
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alarmed and concerned me. You neyer will 
be the wife of Merioneth ! you, have no heart 
to give]! For Heaven's ſake, my dear Laura, 
who poſſeſſes that invaluable jewel? And Why 
is your choice a ſecret ? Can it be Clifford? I 
am inclined to think it is. And yet, where 
could you ever meet, without the Knowledge 
of Mrs. Merioneth ? And ſurely my friend has 
too high a ſenſe of dignity, to permit a private. 
correſpondence. Be that as it may, I will for 
the prefent, wave this ſubject, and truſt to 
your cahdour, for a full explanation. 67565 #5 
I am really grieved at your haſty rejection of 
Merioneth.. I think you have precipitately re- 
ſolved on pe our cooler reaſon muſt condemn. 
My dear Laura, do not, I conjure you, by a 
' miſtaken delicacy, refine away your happi- 
neſs. You ſpeak affectionately of Merioneth ; 
you acknowledge his merits ; but yet he is in- 
different to you! But why is it that he is in- 
different? Simply becauſe you have never en- 
deavoured to make him otherwiſe ; and with- 
out giving yourſelf, time to examine the circum- 
ſtances," you bave reſolved never to be an ob- 
ſtacle to bis union with another. Could you, 
when you breathed that reſolve, ſuppoſe there 
was no other bar but your marriage with Me- 
rioneth, between him and Miſs,, Rutland, ?_ 
From your letter, I learn, that, the lady in 
queſtion is a dependent in Lord Derwent's far 
mily. I learn too, that Lord Derwent is a 
man ambitious of wealth, and impatient of con- 
trol, and that his ſon, at leaſt fo I have heard, 
is entirely dependent on bim, not. 7285 any 
f 


I 
1 


= — — 
—— ——U— 2 
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— -- — 


ſeparate fortune. Can you think Lord Der- 
went will ever conſent to fuch an union? And 
do you view the extent of the miſery Which 
mult follow, if they marry without it? He' 


- 
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eannot be ſo abſurd as to think ſerioufly of ſuch 
Wen anion. Ido not ſay. but he may have views 
n Miſs. Rutland, but, I fear, not of an ho- 
zourable nature. Do not be ſo determined on 
be ſabjed ; at leaſt leave the negociation 
pen; and thus, by deſtroying the hopes, in- 
re the peace of Ellen; for ſhe will in time 
ecome reſigned to an event ſhe cannot alter. 
Nas to Merioneth, would be not, by an alli- 
nce with you, ſecure to himſelt all the advan- 
ages of wealth, and all the bleſſings of inde- 
pendence ? On the other hand, ſhould he, in 
leflance of his friends, make a choice in direct 
ppoſition to their will, he muſt perhaps ſuf- 
er, for a long lite, the ſting of regret, the ſe- 
erity of reproach, and perhaps to theſe ills, 
ay be added, the bitter gripe of penury; be- 
des all the accumulating anguiſh of ſeeing a 
yely woman, whom he had, for miſtaken 
otions of affection, involved in diſtreſs, yainly 
ndea vouring to hear up under the ſeverity of 
er fate, yet hqurly conſumed by the canker- 
orm of remorſe, View him, an alien from 
is family, a nobleman without wealth, and 
derhaps, 4 parent without the means of pro- 
iding for bis family. If you bave any regard 
or the peace of his offspring, view well this 
de of the pictäre: you have hitherto over- 
oked it. What am I to underſtand of yo 
istot Mrs. Maynard? that ſhe is attached 
* o Clifford? But who and what is Clifford? 
devern, you ſay, purſues Julia; and Sir John 
Bateman follows Ellen. Sure he cannot be the 
riend of Merionetb! He has: à ſeat in dun 
:ighbourhood, and is a charadter by no means 
eſpected. I hope Miſs R. will, not fall to his 
ot. I am anxious for your cottagers. Per- 


aps, if you would condeſcend 10 aſk it, heir 


Al | 
14 

i 
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A 
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' Tacquit you of aTuſpicion I had begun to en- 
- your time, to the diſadvantage of friendſhip. 
thing at all 10 do with you. Take care that 
he does not ſome day or other 'avenge yaur 
contempt of bim. * And who is Clifford? 
and what is Clifford ? Very pretty queſtions, 
5 late, as much as Ik nOWw of him. 


fa 1 ſummer, my dear and lamented father was 
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dwellings might be ſpared them, and you ſaved =P 
an unneceſſary expence. I am ſummoned to 1 


my father, and muſt unwillingly take my leave 
of you. U entreat your pardon for the freedom 


1 have uſed: and, to convince me you are not 
offended, write again, and be exact in your 


correſ pondence. My beſt wiſhes attend you Wal 
and Mrs. Merioneth; and We ez? with 8 
een, rer ena! or- 
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he The Priory, August 3. 179 — 1 

A MIGHTY. pretty leQure' you have Wal 
thought proper to ſend me! Why, aunt Me- 
rioneth could not have worded it better. Oh! 
tertain, namely, that love had ſtolen upon 


L am now: quite convinced that Cupid has no- 


upon my honour ! However, to ſet that little 
heart of thine at eaſe, I will endeavour: to re- 


Vou muſt recollect, that, two years ago 


' perſuaded. toi'try the Malvern: waters; and 
eee our reſidence there, I often, in my 
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rambles, noticed a young man of genteel ap- 


to pearance, who was uſually alone, and fre- 
ve guently reading. Mrs. M. was at that time 


cConfined to the houſe, with a ſprained ankle, 
ot Mand Fanny was my conſtant; attendant. It 
ur Wbappened, one day, that we had walked far- 

ther chan uſual, and, finding myſelf fatigued, 
looked round for ſome place where we might 
= reſt, before we returned home. Fanny called 
my attention to a little cottage, at fome diſ- 
tance, which was almoſt embofomed in trees. 
We walked towards it. A Winding path led to 
the door: à little gte h, in which 
were placed two gartMchairs, led to the 
= houſe. As we approaghed; a neat-looking 
= woman, in mourning, eame out to meet us. 
Il 1 advanced, and requeſted permiſſion to fit 
down. She invited us into the houſe. My cu- 
rioſity was excited, and I followed her. Hea- 


vens | what a charming little place it was! It 


eis even now dancing before my eyes. There 


---the- firſt a kitchen, the next & ſitting room:; 
and ſhe informed me there were two bed- 
rooms. In the ſitting- room, which was large, 
there was an elegant hook - caſe, a harpfichord, 
and various ſxetches of land- ſca pes. Theſe 


that event, my maſjer is ſeldom at home. 
Pour maſter is then a widower'? { +; 


young gentleman; it is his mother that is deadz 


- Afraid he will neyer be himſelf again. There 
s bis picture, ma am- opening the door of an 


44 
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Lord bleſs you, ma 'am] no: he is quite a 


were four apartments, all on the ground floor 


things appriſed me that my conductreſs was 
not the owner. Do you live here alone ? ſaid 

I. Almoſt, ma'am; the replied : for I have 
lately loſt one of the beſt of ladies; and, ſince 


* 


and he grieves ſo mainly for her, that Iam 
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inner room, and it is reckoned vaſtly like him. 


I looked at the picture, and was wondering 
where I had ſeen a face like it, when Fanny WA 
exclaimed, Bleſs me! my Lady, it muſt be 
the gentleman we have ſo often ſeen walking 


in the fields, in mourning. _ 1 
It is, indeed (ſaid -I) very like tier Reye's 
Ah! (cried ſhe, looking through the wins 

dow) here he comes. 

I ſtarted. It is aukward enough (ſaid I): 
but however we muſt beg his pardon. for the 
Intruſion. 

I deſired Faany: to go oth the Upuſe-keeper, 
and inform him that her Lady, fatigued with 
walking, had requeſted per mifſion to reſt a 
little while in his houle, ON 

In a moment he entered the room, and, 7+ 
ter a few introductory wege requeſted 
me to take ſome refreſnment. I objected, and 
aroſe to depart, He entreated me to fit a few 
minutes more, and diſcourſed on various ſub- 
jects, with eaſe and taſte; but there was a ſe- 
riouſneſs in his manner, tempered with ſadneſs. 
HO cottage, Sir, (aid J) is Arcadia rea- 
li | 

I bave loſt (he replied) ma am, an invalua- 
ble friend; and my cottage is not what it uſed _ 
to be. He pauſed; and I again aroſe to take 
leave. He put on his hat to attend me; I ob- 
jected to his taking ſo much troubles At 
length we compromiſed the matter, and 1 | 
agreed he ſhould ſee me over the firſt field; 
and there he bowed gracefully, and wiſhed me_ 
a good morning. I turned my head inyolun- 
tarily, to look after bim. He was fixed on 
the ſpot, looking after me. I took the arm of 
Faüny, and hurried away 


Fanny had learned a whole world! of pari- 


- 
> 
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culars, and had formed quite an acquaintance. 


vith the ſuperintendant of the cottage, Lord! 
7 y Lady, (ſhe exclaimed) who would think 


Nach a handſome man, and ſo much of a gen- 


leman too, would have lived ſo many. years 
hut up in that cottage with a ſick mother? 
How long has he lived there? ſaid I. Nine 
ears (ſhe anſwered) ; but if your Ladythip, 


es ſpare me this afternoon, I bave promiſed 
rs. Jenny to go and drink tea with her. 


Oh!] you may.go (ſaid I): but do not men- 
on at home that I have been in any houſe; 
r the earl may be diſpleaſed at it. 
Here ended the firſt viſit. —I was reſtleſs and 
nealy :—I could think of nothing but the 


andſome cottager. 


4 At night, when Fanny came to undreſs me, 


e informed me, that the gentleman's name 


. as Clifford that his friends had been bankers 


be} great conſequence,. but had. ſuffered ſeverely - 
WD the American war. A failure had been the 


| aſequence. The banker died through grief 
nd diſappointment, and his lady never reco- 
ered his loſs. She ſtaid in London to aſſiſt in 
ttling the affairs; and then, collecting tbe 
reck of a E fortune, ſhe, with her 


pnly ſon, then at Eton, retireg to this place, 


- 


here they have ever, ſince reſided. Fanny 


oncluded by obſerving that Mr. Clifford talked 

{ ſelling the cottage, and leaving the country; > 
About this time it was my fate to attract the- 

ttention of a celebrated ſportiag character. 

e wade propoſals to my father, who, diſlik- 

ng his conduct, rejected his ſuit ; in confſe- 

Juence. of which, he left Malvern in diſguſt. 
Wy father, mended ſlowly: my aunt grew: 

vorle, and was confined to her: chamber. 1 

vided my time between two ſuch valued inva- 


\ ; | | ; X 4 i 
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lids, and frequently thought of the cottage 
hero, but heard no more of him. I did not 
chooſe. to aſk Fanny any queſtions, though I 
would have given worlds to have known whe- 
ther he was ſtill in the country. —_—_ 
Thus paſſed as heavy a month as I ever re- 
collect ſpending. At length my. ſpirits ſunl: 
under the confinement, and my indulgent 
friends inſiſted on my having again recourſe to 
my morning-walks, as a reſtorative to my ſpi- 
Tits. I complied with their wiſhes; and one 
morning, pathng through a field which led to a 
favourite, walk, I ſaw a man, on the other ſide W 
of the hedge, view me with great earneſtneſs. 
Fanny likewiſe noticed him, and whiſpered 
that we had better turn back, gk. 
Witbout anſwering her, I turned round, and 
we quickened our pace to regain the road. In 
a moment, he burft through an aperture in the 
hedge,” and, rudely ſeizing my arm, told me I i 
mult go with him, Fanny ſcreamed violently. 
Terror kept me ſilent. I evaded his graſp, and | 
ran with all poſſible ſpeed towards the road. 
He purſued meß leaving Fanny behind. At 
length I was ſo exhauſted, that, though in ſight nt 
of the road, I deſpaired ot gaining it. At that 
fortunate moment, I ſaw a little ſpaniel bound 
over the ſtyle; and immediately after Clifford 
appeared, who, ſeeing my ſituation (for the 
ruffian Rill purſued me) ruſhed forward to my al 
aſſiſtance— Ohl ſave me, (I cried) for Gods 
Fake, fave mez—and funk. in bis. arms. Be 
compoſed, (cried he) my dear madam, you are 
perfecthy ſafe. Who is the wretch that has fo ll 
alarmed you ?—The fellow, however, had 
made bis eſcape. Fanny bow came up: ſhe 
had ſeen him make off through the hedge, and 
run over the other field. 5 1 
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ſcape me; but how (looking tenderly in my 

ce) could I reſign a treaſure ſo unexpectedly 
reſented? He turned to Fanny—have you no 
& 20wledge of the perſon that thus inſulted 


N our lady? 

„1 really think (ſhe replied) tba it is Lord 
1 's huntſman in difguiſe. 

wy Nothing more likely, faid he. Then there 
o 2 no doubt but he had a right honourable em- 


toyer. I fhall never ceaſe to rejoice in my 
tunate appearance. Then turning to me 


4 3 ermit me to attend you home, madam, ſaid he, 

' 880d let me hope that you. will not walk enn 
d ithout a protector. 

6 I believe (replied 1) that 1 ſhall not have 

d | e courage to walk out Mata 54. conti- 

in | zue here. 5 


- 


He ſighed, but did not anſwer. 

On our arrival at home, we found Watt nei- 
her my father nor aunt was yet ſtirring. I 
hanked my companion for his civility, and re- 
queſted that the circumſtance might not tranf= 
pire, as it would give -needle(s anxiety to thoſe 
riends whoſe peace I withed moſt to, preferve. 
had before given Fanny orders to be ſecret. 
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enquire after my rana helmated yo 
bowed, and departed. . 


21 retired to my own room, ehooghit on the 
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nd no clue to unravel the myſtery. I thought 
of CHfford too; in hort, I thougbr of Rttle elſe. 
I had ſeen him perhaps tor the laſt time: and 
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ircumſtances ot this ſtravge affair, but could 


have done wrong (ſaid he) to let the wretch 


He aroſe to take leave—afked permiſſion to 


in what a ſtfange mabner bad I talcen my lea ve 


4 
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I dared not walk again for fear of encounter- 
ing another outage. "70 
Mrs Merioneth was ſurprized at my unwil- 1 
lingneſs to go out; and I was obliged in part, 
to relate my adventure; but till I could not 
bring myſelf to acknowledge that I had ever 
betore ſeen or thought of my preſerver. My Xx 
aunt could not help mentioning the affair to il 
the earl, who determined on returning immedi. 9 
ately to Twickenham. 1 
They made but little doubt that it was a 


plan of s to get me into his power; and X 
this opinion gained ſtrength, on hearing that 
his affairs were ſo deranged, that he was ob- 
liged to quit the country. Under ſuch circum- Wn 
ſtances, my fortune was doubtleſs a deſirable 


object. However, this is mere conjeQture, for 
it is an affair we never fathomed. 1 
The day before we quitted Malvern, Fanny 
entreated permiſſion to go and take leave of 
her cottage acquaintance. I had no inclination 
at any time to refuſe her any gratification in wy 
power to give -her;---but I never aſſented 
more willinglys to any thing in my life. I 
thought the hours uncommonly tedious, till ſhe AY 
returned. I retired early, for the pleaſure « of 
hearing ſome news of Clifford. 1 
Not to tire you with Pröktity, I learned 
that he was much hurt at my not permitting Wl 
him to call again. He ſaw Fanny and aſked ll 
innumerable queſtions relative to my health, 
ſituation, &c. and ſeemed much agitated when he = 
heard we were to leave Malvern ſo ſpeedily. 
L wiſh your ladyſhip (cried Fanny) could 
but have feen how diſtreſſed he looked; I am WM 
ſure you would never have forgot him. | 
Perhaps, fajd1 m—_ from my ſeat) I never 
ſhall, as it is. 
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= 1 was vexed at letting ſuch. a declaration 
cape me, and haſtily diſmiſſed my attendant. 
8 The following morning, before the family 
Was ſtirring, I was taking, as was my uſual 
WaQice, my ſolitary breakfaſt, when the ſer- 


cot the houſe opened the parlour door, and 
/ nounced Mr. Clifford. eavens! how my. 

art throbbed! He advanced, entreated me to 
lrdon the intruſion of that viſit. I could not 
b ar (he continued) that you were going, with- 
; = It wiſhing to ſee you at leaſt once more; per- 


s, 1 have offended—he pauſed- --I could not 
ver. It is too plain I have (added be.) Fare- 
l, moft lovely of womea !---(hurrying to the 
or.) Clifford may be wretched, but he has no 
bt to intrude his griets on you... 
Stay fir (ſaid I, advancing to him) ſtay, 
ie L aſſure you that I have not ceaſed to be 


> 
1 . 


= 


6 tefal for your late kindneſs---that your viſit 
e s no intruſion, and that if, at any future 
a iod of our lives, fortune ſhould permit us 
Jain to meet, I ſhall always cheerfully ac- 
: = owledge my obligations to Mr, Clifford. 
A thouſand thouſand thanks (he exclaimed): 
f 4 this conſoling aſſurance. - But do not, my 


ar madam, ſo greatly over-rate a trifling ſer- 
ze, in which fortune had more merit than my- 
ft. I was in her hands, the humble inftru- 
nt of your ſafety. 4 686 LI ft 
Before I could reply, Fanny entered, with a a 
Wilage from my fat ger. 
l detain you (he cried), —Fanny: left the 
om. I made a motion to reach the door. 
placed himſelf before it, ſeized my hand, - 
d exclaimed with a tremulous voice Deign 
t to tell the wretched Clifford, that you will 
metimes think of _ ſometimes commilerate- 
2 * 
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not thus rigidly refuſe me one conſoling word to 4 


me I have not excited your contempt, conde- | 


feigned thanks, Oh! may every with of your | 
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---Oh! before we part, perhaps for ever, do | 


ſoften this cruel ſeparation. bf. 
Mr. Clifford (ſaid I) you muſt not detain me, | 5 
He ftill forcibly held my hand. 9 
Sure I am not ſo wretched, as to have offend- T0 
ed you! But you will (looking earneſtly in my 
face) forgive my inadvertencies,'they are the ef- 
fects of deſpair. 5 78 1 
You diſtreis me, fir, I am not offended.--. 
Pray leave me. "0 
I will obey you, low. But to convince 1 x 


_ to ſay, you will ſometimes think of Clit- | 
or 
J will, I will (faid I, with energy). 4 3 
He dropped on one knee, kifſed my hand 4 
with fervour, and exclaimed.— For this kind 9 
affurance, moſt charming Lady Laura (he had 
learned my name from Fanny) receive my un- mp 4 | 


heart be gratified, and every bleſſing multi- 1 
plied!— Again he kiſſed my hand, and hurried A 
out of the houſe, I ſat down, overcome with : 
my own agitations, which I concealed in his 1 
preſence. A 3 
Fanny apain entered. Mrs. Merioneth | 
was up, and wiſhed to ſee me. "_ 
Does ſhe know who has been here — 
No, my lady. 
Does the earl know? 
She anſwered as before. 
Then oblige me, by not mentioning it. 
That very day we left Malvern, and ſtaid | 1 
one month at Twickeobam, when the ear! al 
was adviſed to reſide entirely in the neighbour- 


hood P Briſtol, You are acquainted that ve 
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never left that place till after 1 ſuſtained my ir- 
to / reparable loſs. x5 : 
0 Clifford was frequently in my thoughts. I. 
endeavoured in vain to forget him ; and when- 
Jever any propoſals were made to me of marri- 
Mage, I found he had more claims upon my heart 
han my judgment approved. I reſolved: to 
orget him, but, at the ſame time, determined 
ever to marry till I had accompliſhed that re- 
-- > &olution. This was the exact ſtate of my heart 
hen we met here. Our mutual ſurpriſe was 
ay concealed from the company, as they 
entered unexpectedly, and ſurpriſed all, by 
heir appearance. We were formally intro- 
7 auced to each other. I believe I bluſhed a lit - 
ile; I know be was agitated. | 
d He ſeized an early opportunity of ſpeaking - 
to me alone, congratulated himſelf on this for- 
d tunate meeting, hoped I had not. ceaſed to 
IT think ſometimes of Clifford. Ay, Jane! he 
tr EF knew but little of my heart. I told him, that 
meeting him had given me great pleaſure. 
Why then (interrupting me) that air of re- 
ſerve on my approach? N | 
I had never, Sir, informed my friends. that 
I knew the gentleman who had ſo effentially 
ſerved me. How then could I take upon me, 
ſo ſurrounded by ſpectators, to announce my 
prior knowledge of you f—=, - 
I am anſwered, madam (returned he). Me- 
rioneth joined us, and the converſation ended. 
I learned by their converſation, that he had 
been for ſome months on the continent, and 
had become acquainted with Merioneth in Ita- 
ly. I ſuppoſe it was ſoon announced to him 
by the earl, who ſeems fond of his company, 
that J was the intended wife of Albert; for 
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Clifford bchaves to me with nearly as much 
ſolemnity as it I were really ſhackled. 
Thus I have given you an account of my ac- 


quaintance with Clifford. I have not encou- 


Taged a private correſpondence; for I never 
heard from him, or of him, from the time I 


left Malvern till we met here. And, without 
knowing theſe particulars, is it poſhhble you 


could be ſerious in wiſhing to ſee me the wite 
of Merioneth, merely becauſe it may be made 
ſubſervient to my intereſt? Should I, admit- 
ting that he could be perſuaded to propoſe him- 
ſelt to me, ſhould I take the helitating and re- 


luctant hand of a man whoſe heart, I know, 


is devoted to another? Shall I ſacrifice my pre- 
ſent teelings and my future peace, and entail 


laſting miſery on a deſerving man, for the pal- 


try conſideration of being, what the worla 
calls, well eſtabliſhed ? Jane, you ſhould have 


known me better. I know all the value of 
wealth, all the advantages of rank; but re— 
| fuſing to marry Merioneth, can deprive me cf 
neither. I do not pretend to judge of the pro- 


priety of his attachment to Miſs Rutland: I 
only know that they are two deſerving per- 
ſons, whoſe happineſs I will do every thing in 
my power to promote. | | 


| 5 August 4. 

I HAVE juſt parted from Mrs. Merioneth : 
ſhe has been renewing the old theme---Do, 
pray, Laura, to oblige me, take one week to 


conſider of the advantageous propoſals made 


by your uncle. Jan 
Mere to conſider for a twelvemonth, ma- 


dam, I could return no other anſwer than the 


— 


DE RWENT PRIORY. 39 


one I have already given. I cannot accept 
Lord Merioneth. 
Do not be fo poſitive. Say. you will think 
ann): 51-7 
Tcanſay no ſuch thing. 
Muſt I tell your uncle this? 
Certainly, madam, it you pleaſe ? 
I cannot (ſhe replied) bring r ſo 9 
pitately to deſt roy his hopes. 
W by (ſaid I) were ſuch hopes ever Tailed 8 
We had flattered ourſelves (ſne replied) that, 
as you bad no other engagements, you would 
comply with our united wiſhes. It is an alli- 
ance which has the conſent of all your friends. 
Yes, madam ; but it is in want of my own. 
Strange girl! (ſhe anſwered, and left me to 
myſelf). I took up my pen to tranſeribe the 
converſation. How tireſome is. their obſtina- 
cy! I really will ſpeak myſelt to Merioneth on 
the ſubject, and tell him to make love to me, 
in order that I may get rid of their importu- 
nities. As to Lord Severn, he fill follows 
Julia. Mrs. Maynard purſues Clifford; while 
the boiſterous addreſſes of that brute Sir John, 
to the timid, and, I believe, unhappy, Ellen, 
appear ſanctioned by the earl, and forwarded 
by the counteſs. It is Grange, that they can 
wiſh her ſacrificed to ſuch a wretch : but any 
thing, ſo they ſeparate her from Merioneth ; 
for I cannot ſuppoſe them blind to his fondneſs | 
for her, nor can ſee ſo great an impropriety, 
or ſo many attending ilis, as you repreſent, in 
his marrying, of her, ſince, I think I can ven- 
ture to affirm, Merioneth will never bow to a 
glided idol; and I am fure he has too much 
honour. ever to propoſe any other than ho- 
-Bourable-terms to the object of his love. 
As to our cottages, at my aunt's entreaty 
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they are to remain, The families from the far- 
ther-ones are to be remoyed to thoſe which are 
empty, by Jenkinſon's ; and the latter cottages 
are to come down, and the dog-kennels are to 
be erected in their place. A wall is, however, 
to be built, on purpoſe to conceal the cottages, 
which are ſuffered to remain, from- the fight 
of my uncle's Tight honourable eyes. His 0 
tics are too. weak to bear the ſight of distrels; 
and the poor inhabitants have already had or- 
ders not to walk in the park wbile the family 
remain at the Priory. I have viſited them ſe- 
veral times; and nothing can exceed the grati- 
tude of Jenkipſon, and poor Mary, for the pri- 
vilege of retaining their old habitations. 

J cannot conclude” this letter, without re- 
lating a circumſtance which occurred this 
morning at breakfaſt. Lord Severn bad rode 
out, and was not returned; Speaking of Lord 
Severn (ſaid my aunt, addreſſing herſelf to the 
earl), Do you know it the late Log Severn's- 
lady is yet living | 3 

He replied, the late earl never was married; 
A a particular ffreſs on the laſt ſentence. 

antly the cup fell from the hand ot Ellen. 
Lady Derwent looking at her with great ten- 
dernels, obſerved that ſhe looked ill, and ad- 
viſed her to walk a little in the garden. She 
avalled herſelf of the propoſal, and huzried 

out of the room. 

ou have quite ſpoiled that girl (cried Lord | 
Derwent, haughtily). Her, a tion is be- 
come inſupportable. 3 
4 Surely, my lord (ſaid. Marioneth). on Alis 
. e Miſs Rutland's weakneſs may bouts.” 
6 en e 8 | 
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l obſerve (continued he, ſarcaſtically) that vou 
frequently court the honour of defending her. 


1 always conſider it as a point of honour to 


defend the abſent (ſaid Merioneth). 


The entrance of Severn ended the diſcourſe. 
Certainly Miſs Rutland's fate is ſomehow inter- 
woven with the family of Severn. They are 
fearcely known to each other; and yet his 
name is never mentioned, without her betray- 
ing the moſt vifible emotions. I wiſh I could 
obtain her confidence; but all attempts at it 
would appear matter of curioſity. Adieu, for 


the Joy —— Your" 8, &c. 


LAURA MxAiOnE TU. : 
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| 1 ET T ER VIII. 
Lau Laure to Miſs Lumly. 


The Priory, August 7. Thg— * 

NO — oy in our politics. Ellen ſtill 
looks dejected, and cautioufly avoids Merio · 
neth, who as cautiouſly avoids me. The ba- 
ronet juſt now rudely took hold of Ellen, who 
was drefled in ber habit, as we had agreed to 
go out for a ride ſwore ſhe was a tight little 
Hy, and fit to grace a royal ſtud. She ſhruak 
from his violence, and placed herſelf by the 


ſide of Clifford; on which occafion, Merioneth 


looked with the dignity of an emperor, Ju- 
lia, Ellen, Mrs. Maynard, and myſelf, are 
going out on horſeback, eſcorted by Merio- 
mth, "Severn, Clifford, - and the baronet— 
every one a beau, you may perceive. Mrs. 
Maynard, Ellen, and Julia, ride horſes they 
axe acquainted with; but to mine I am An en- 


tire ſtranger: Merioneth has ridden him, and | 


gives him a good character. The horſes are 
1 . Adieu. | | 


* . DERWENT PRIORY. 
8 2 Wedneſday night. 
SUCH an accident! but 1 ſuppoſe only 


another contrivance of Don. Cupid's ; how- 
ever, take t 1 This has been ra- 
u 


ther an even day. I took my leave of.,you 
in the morning, juſt as we were ſetting off for 


4 ride. We had not gone far, when Mrs. 
Maynard challenged Sir John to gallop With 


ber through the park. He an not $9 
without a bet. 


Well (eried this ſpirited lady) two guineas 


to one, that my horſe reaches the gate firſt. 
Done!] cried the knight, and off they rode. 
They had ſcarcely paſſed us, betore my un- 

raly beaſt ſnorted, and pawed, and finally in- 

ſiſted on following them. I endeavoured in 


vain to reſtrain him ; he flew off, and diſtanced 


them in an inſtant. I perceived that I could 
not keep my ſeat long; ſo, diſengaging my 


foot from the ſtirrup, I prepared to throw my 


felf from bis back as ſoon as I could fee a fa- 
vourable opportunity; for the road which we 


were in was ſo mych interſected with trees, 


that it was difficult to chooſe a ſafe place to fall 


feared he would attempt to leap; ſo I joſtantly 
threw myſelf down. I fell againſt a tree, but 
without receiving any injury. 

My ſteed flew over the gate; ang; as I lean - 


- i Mt length we approached a gate, which I 


ed againſt the tree to recover my breath, I was | 


alarmed by the approach of a cow, who bel- 
lowed eee I was in the greateſt ter- 


. Yor; for I recolleéted hearing of the exploits of 


this vicious animal; but, to m my great 8 * 
e obſerved my 


ſaw Clifford approachiag. 
ſituation, and rode up to the cow; hich he 


with. ſome difficulty, drove away: then, Gif= 
| mounting, he came up to me, and enquired, S 


, " i 
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with great . whether, I had received ä 
an; injury from the accident? 

None (faid I); but it is very doubtful 1 Y 
wight have been the conſequence, if you had 
not again arrived at a critical minute. 

Io have been inſtrumental to Lady Laura's 
fafety (faid be) is an event Lſhall eyer think on 
YR pleaſure. _ 

And I Pi gratitude. Rut where is "the | 
party. 

Not far off be anſwered. Las he ſpake they 4 
appeared. J That unfeeling wretch, Sir John 
(continued he) propoſed to bet five guineas to 

two that you kept your ſeat, provided no body 
pretended to follow. Mrs. Maynard had de- 
clined the race, on ſeeing the unexpected flight 
of your horſe. # 

Oh! Oh! (ſaid Mrs. Maynard, as they ap- | 
proached) Sir John, if any one had taken up 
Your bet, you would have been prettily lurch- 
ed. Here, is the lady, it is true; . where 1 W 
the ſleed? | 
Sone to the devil for anght 1 care (aid the 
knight)---I ſhould ſurely have won, if the race 
had not been interrupted by him. > 7 

The lady replied, ſhe would ride againſt him | 
any other day. But neither of theſe well. bred 
folks thought proper to aik me if | had receiy- 
ed any injury from my fall. The reſt of the 
Party were very politely enquiring into the par- 
ticulars' of my diſtaſter, when they were inter- 
rTupted. by _ Mayoard, who. exc! laimed--- 
What a fuſs. you. all make about nothing! the | 

lady, you may perceive, is very well; and the 
_ gentleman is much obliged. to your. 8 155 
| way ſteed, Lady Laura, for giving him ſuch, an * 
| 3 of ſhowing his rallantry, > 
ee e (ſaid 9 9 90 you 
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are much miſtaken; no event which places this 
lady in danger (bowing to me) can be fntefsGio- 
Ty to her friends. | 
And among thoſe of that defeription; you - 
have the vanity to rank yourſelt? ſaid the lady. 

Mr. Clifford (faid I) madam, has done me an 
honour J will ſtudy to deterve. 
Well ſaid, ingenious Lady Laura! ſhe np. 
ed, Jam not one that doubt it I aſſure you. 
be But come. --ſure this filly. accident 1 is not to in 


eh our ride 2 x | : 1 

ö y no) means (ſaid I); ou - 

'ceed: I ſha]l walk back to "hay yourn pro 

While this' converſation 'was vuilng, Lord 

Merioneth diſpatched a ſervant i in ſearch of the 
runa way. 11 
Clifford (ſaid Mrs. Maynard, farcaſtically) I 
ſuppoſe you are engaged. 1 

I certainly, ma'am, ſhall not leave Lady 
Laura alone. 

Ik you will permit me, coulin,' (aid Albert) 
to attend you, 1 will pre wy horſe to a atone 
and 
Buy no means, my Lord, (eried Clifford) it is 

unneceſſary. 1 certainly ſhall not reſign the 

"honour of walking with this lady, unleſs me 
"# commands it. en — 

What nonſenſe! (cried Mrs. Maygkrd)——are 
—5 We to go onyor to return SI 
Go on by all means, faid J- Wa 

e ſaid Ellen, L have not courage to pro- 

ed. Pray Mr. Clifford, help me to diſmount. 

Bore he could reach her horſe, Merioneth 

by + hadfprungtromhis, and caug her in his arms; 
then bowing to the party on in wiſfhed 
_ BY theiy a pleafant ride, 


80 (ſaid Mrs. Maynard) the four turtles | "EM 


chooſe te to bill . 
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They rode away. ; 
Mrs. Maynard (ſaid Ellen) may * very wit- 
91 but J am ſure ſhe is very ill-natured. 
Her wit een 15 frequently il | | 
red . 
Our beaux led the borſes; fors of two' ſer-. | 
1 one, I have before obſerved; was gone in | 
purſuit of the horſe, and the other py Lord 8 5 | 
rioneth's orders, continued with the party. 
took the offered arm of Clifford. The 034 8 
Ellen, encouraged by my example, leaned on 
 Merioneth; and in this manner we reached the 
Priory, where we found the elders in cloſe con · 
verſation, and ſeparated till dinner. 
Me then met the whole party. Mrs, May- 
nard rallied me moſt unmercifully on my want 
| of courage; and declared ſhe. would gallop 
the ſpirited creature hve miles, for ten gui- 
neas, againſt Lightning, Sir John's favourite 
horſe, which he brought here with him, for 
fear in his ablence it ſhould be neglected. Sir 
John took the offer. We all endeavoured to 
R diſſuade the lady from the enterpriſe, but with- 
out ſuceels. Vould to Heaven, 3 4 would di- 
rect her kind aglances towards the knight: 
they would be a charming pair! | 
After dinner, the gentlemen went-to * na- 
dle. The horſe was ſtopped at 3 
ing village, by a peaſant who knew 5 lying 
of courſe brought him home. ervant 
had not taken the right route in 5 purſuit, 85 
n Maynard tollowed Wem 
Where are ou going? cried Lady Derwent, : 
Only to ſee it the horſe is ſafe; (ſaid ſhe) and 
| likely to carry., me to- morrow---for I am de- 


ter mined to win Lars lellow 5 mone P A 
10 Sir J obn. hs * 
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Then you have no a of a broken 
neck ? (aid]. 0 

Not in the leaſt: beſides I ſhall inſiſt on 
Clifford's going with us; and, if there is any 
abſolute danger, I ſhall call on him to dif- 
mount, looſe my foot from the re ine 
jump into his arms. 

Vou muſt (faid I) irt provide bim with a | 
horſe ſwift enough to keep pace with bu. 

Oh, he ſhall ride Myrtle} I know he wi, 
if not checked, keep pace with any in Lord 
Derwent's ſtud. | W e 

Then ride him yourſelf, ſaid Mrs. Merioneth. 

Poo ! that will entirely change the wager; - 
and, I tell you, I muſt win this ten ue. i 
Why, it will Lex, wy next fubſeriſtion. to the 
8 
Aye (aid julia) but 1 don't think, if vou 
gallop Wildfire, that you will ever come back 
alive; and in that caſe, you will not be called 
on for another ſubſcription to the opera. 

Mrs. Maynard laughed at her Ampliciey, 
and followed the gentlemen. 5 

We read till tea, when we met apain, Mrs. 
Maynard then announced that Wildfire had re- 
ceived no injury, and that ſhe'ſhould ride him 
the next day. The gentlemen were of courſe 
to attend; and ſhe poſitively ſtipulated that 
Clifford chould ride Myrtle, and keep neatf; 
becauſe (ſhe "— I Know you are very alete 
in theſe caſes. 

In what baſes (aid he) ha ve 1 the honour bf © 
being thought fo ſerviceable? 50 
Why; in this caſe rep ais ſtrange 
woman) ſuppoſe a lady finds her horſe abſo- 
Autely unmanageable—which Tam far from ex- 
PIP will . u e - obſie 5 


7.3 


" DERWENT PRAKT. 47 
to ſpring from his back, can you not open your 
arms to receive her e . 
I certainly, ma am, will Ar to pre- 
vent any accident which you may be liable to 
from this undertaking; ; bat I think it would 
be better entirely to drop the ſegnem. 
o, no (cried' Sir John) I will not agree to 
that; ; nor I don't think it is fair for hay oor to 
be allowed to keep up with you, | 

Mby not ? (ſaid the lady). r 

Why not! (repeated: hobby betty you 
may, perhaps, ſike better to walk with him 
than to ride with me, eh! Believe I am . 
(wioking ſignificantly at Merioneth) : 

Well, and what of that ? (ſaid the, lady, 
with great. nn. 

What of that l- why lien; aha ES ) 
may ride a little way; then jump from your 
horſe ; hop off with bim; declare it was an 
accident; and want your money again. But 1 
ſhan't ſtand any nonſenſe: down with the bit. 

Down with your's (ſaid the _— and tet * 
Merioneth hold ſtakes. 5% 5 Ei +62 
This was done. Tm 

| Now then (ſaid the knight) 1 bar "al jump- 
| ing off; unleſs, indeed, you. are fairly . | 
My alters the caſe.:' + ; 

No, no, cried the lady, you are not to ERS 
every Fall your.own/way: Lill ſit him, if 
poſſible: if not, I jump off; and, in that caſe, 
the bet ſhall remain for 2 farther trial with 

UU dl 97 A 
his was, alter a deal of Aires ub 
en to. Are you not weary of fuch à jar- 
gon of nonſenſe, and do you not wonder bow - 
this brute of a baronet got admittapce here 7 1 
beljiere I can explain this ſeeming! myſtery. . 
Sur John is a . borobgh-monger: and permics 


1 
5 4 
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Lord Derwent to nominate the candidates. It 
is whiſpered too, that his eſtate is deeply mort- 
gaged to the earl. This accounts for their in- 
timacy. Lord Derwent, I obſerve, uſually 
contrives to make his acquaintance ſubſervient 
to his intereſt; and Sir John is moſt devoutly 
at his diſpoſal. A 

A party on the water was oropel ed for the | 
evening. Chance placed me by the fide of Me- 
rioneth. I thought it an excellent opportuni- 
ty to come to ſome explanation on the yiews'of 
our family. It was an aukward ſubjeQ to in- 
troduce; and yet I wiſhed to inform him, that 
I was not leagued againſt his peace. I pauſed 
for a moment; then took courage, and ſpoke of 
the propoſals I had received. | 

Were theſe propoſals (ſaid I) my lord, ſanQi- 
oned by your approbation? Do favour me 
with an iagenuous anſwer. 

Will Lady Laura (ſaid he) pardon my dive 
rity, when I confeſs, that thoſe propoſals never 
received my aſſent; and that my opinion of 
their propriety has never been aſked? I was 
recalled from Italy, to begin at once my politi- 
cal and my matrimonial career: in both, I fear, 
1 ſhall diſappoint the wiſhes of my tather. I 
have, my ſweet couſin, the dee peſt ſenſe ot your 
perteQtions, the moſt profound 'admiration of 
your character; but I have no heart to offer 
tor your acceptance, My tondeſt wiſhes tool 
an early root: they are interwoven with my ex- 
iſtence, and never, but with that exiſtence, can 
they end. The man, Lady Laura, whom you 
honour with your choice, ſhould ba ve but one 
. rh in the world; and that ſhouid be Jaws; 
felt. —. 

IA truce (laid I) with nn 1 te 
us think how to v the high road to mati 


ws” nd. a6 M 
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mony, to which theſe- good folks: are endea- 


to ſend us poſt. 11 + 
41 muſt rely (he anſwered) on eee 
2 are es, and need not ek offend- 


"Bat they will not (ad 10 tene wy vente . 
How ſtrange (he replied) is ſuch à proce- 


dure! What can be done? The refuſal maft 


come from you; couſin; for What objection 
could J poſſibly make to nee che honour of' 
your: hand2--- - | 

Why tell them (ſaid Iz: laughing) int , 
have juſt told me, that you like another better. 
Thank you, fair lady; but at preſent that 


| declaration would not be quite convenient. 


Well (ſaid I) ſet your heart at reſt; appear 
very attentive to me. Iwill complain of 
importunities, flight your eivilities; laugh at 
your ſolicitude, (that is when ou tell me you 
eh had any n in due time, formally re- 

oo. 
fs looked us if hs could beve-fait; bn 
very much obliged to me. He * wy: hand, 


and.vowed T-was an angel: 


We had now reached the Da and melt of 


the company were already in the boat. Clif- 


ford offered me his hand: I 'tookiitz»he looked 


ſerious, and ſighed: deeply. Ellen appeared 


anxious and uneaſyMeripneth ſeated himſelt 
by me, and played the lover admirabiy. I be- 
lieve/ they were all ſurpriſed at his LA <> . 

Mrs. Merioneth fimpered, Lord Derwent re“ 
laxed his ſeverity, nod the:counteſs looked de- 
lighted beyond what I had ever ſeen before. I, 


really, 1 was ſor ry or the diſzppointment 


they-are doomed to feel. is} 
$1 Afrer abouras jour ſpent on be wren wa» 


$145 MIS: 901. P01, iS 8% Lask. * won; 2 aides 
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dam Cynthia reminded us that it was time to 
return. Lord and Lady Derwent, accompa; 
nied by Mrs. Merioneth, walked faſt, for feat Pt 
the Ader which fell apace, There was no 
longer any reſtraint; Merioneth caught. the 
hand of Ellen, who was ſtruggling to releaſc 
herſelf from the knight; I leaned on his other 
arm. n 
Happy. Merioneth (ſaid Clifford; advancing) 
you are, indeed, a favourite of fortune. Nog gs 
| Do not be envious man; (ſaid Merioneth); 1 
but come and ſhare in Her favours; s 
May 1 hope to be admitted, ladies? 
\ Certainly, it you with it (faid n 
Oh, Laura! (in a low voice) if wiſh it! (ak 
ing my hand), Is there 2 thing on earth i fo 
. dear to Clifford, as your ſociety? f 
Perhaps you might have Veen o ended ut | 
back 2 declaration, made in ſuch a manner: - | 
but, tor my part, I was too pleaſed to be angry; 
;And here I will pauſe for the We = 1 5 
am too Ld to n | 


"Thurſday » morning, 11 © e 

AS 3 the houſe; Merioneth obſerv; 
00 that ĩt was not yet ſupper time, and pro- 
poſed adjourning to the muſie-· room. The plan 
was ado ted. Tbey entreated me to. ſing! 1 
complied. Clifford accompanied me on the 
har — on which he is à great proficient, 
Afuatcd by a wiſh-to pleaſe, (why ſhould Ide 
ny it 7). I exerted myſelf,” and, I believe, ſung 
with judgment, a favourite air of Clifford's. 
He thanked me again and again, for, what he 


ſttermech my condeſcending Kindne „ while bis 


manly countenance glowed with animation. A 
ſummons to ſupper interrupted our e, Juſt 
8 *. ad ne wys eee ing, f 


Pha. wth Ai — 9 — . * 3 2 


on the -gao 
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. few days we are to 5 5 2 5 
tickets are already given out in great 
ander, and the party is expected to be nu- 


merous and faſhionable. We have ſent to Lon- 


don tor dreſſes, which we expect down this 

evening. Sir John, Mrs. Maynard, and Clifford, 
are gone to prepare for the race. Mrs. Meri- 
oneth is with Lady Derwent in her dreſſing- 
room. Julia has juſt left me: ſhe bas been ad- 
19 to the ſynod, aud informs me, that 
ey are em layed in congratulating each other 
ei. underſtanding which, laſt night, 
appeared to ſubſiſt between me and the heir of 
our · noble houſe. Oh, Jane what a diſap- 
5 0 will the ſequel be to their hopes! 
ut why would they not take my firſt dectfive 
wer? I have ever ſaid I would not marry 
erioneth; I muſt again repeat it. I ſhall be 
glad when 1 have done with this troubleſome 
abject. I ſce Ellen walking in the — 

Aces oh will) * Berz and walk till dee, 
— 
Thurſday 0c 5 o'clock. 


BOY wants 8 to tea, which time I de- 1 825 


dicate 70 my pen. I leſt you in the morning, to 
Join Ellen: I found ſhe bad been weeping.) : 
my accoſting ber, ſhe was viewings with: great 
earneſt neſs, Aa ſmall. portrait. I requeſted leave 
to ęxamineit; and, With. a trembſing hand he 
reſigned it to my care. At the ſame time the | 
drew from a caſe/another at the ſame fize. 
an (aid I, viewing-the firſt ſne had pre- | 
ſente 9 was certainly your mother;'-and- I 
Nam really think, did not the dreſs com 
me to the contrary, that it was talcen for you. 
1 inſpe&ed the other, and thought 1 — » 
fr ace a r 3 but, s 


— — 
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| this. was only conjeQute, I did not venture to 
intimate it to my companion, who, figbing, 
told me, they were the miniatures of her parents. 

But why (ſaid I) my dear Ellen, do you not 
endeavour to ſuppreſs this unavailing forrow? 
We are all born to part from thoſe we love, 
Death afſails, under various forms, the beart of 
every reaſonable being; and the tears with 
which we bedew the es of our parents, 
have ſcarcely ceaſed to moiſten the earth which 
contains their aſhes, before our own poſterity 
are called upon to pay the ſame debt to us. 

I am ſorry (ſaid he) to appear ſad; [ cannot 
heave a ſigh but breathes in gratitude to Lady 
Derwent: —-her kindneſs ſhould efface from my 
heart every recolleQion of ſorrow. 

Had 1 interrogated her, I might, perhaps, 
have heard ſome particulars of her ſtory; but I 
deſpiſe the meanneſs of working on the moment 
of Efreſs, to diſcloſe the weakneſs of a feeling 
heart; or to nouriſh, by il|-placed pity, ſenſati- 
ons which prey upon its peace. 

I changed the diſtourſe; talked of dreſs, 
Plays, balls, and concerts. This method ſue- 
ceeded: ſhe ſmiled at my deſcriptions ; and, 
after ſpending a. pleaſant hour, we returned to 
dreſs for dinner. 

On entering the dining-room, we met the 
Tacers. Mrs. Maynard was in cat ſpirits ; > 
the had actually won her bet. 9 was 
very much out of humour, at . dea ten / by 
_ A woman. 
Aye (he cried) Laura, you may now Tide | 
him very ſafely; for, I believe, I have given 
him enough of galloping. 

1 hope (ſaid Merioneth). Lady Laura Rp 

| meyer ride e, be js 206 e 
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Why then did you before recommend him to 
Laura ? ſaid Mrs, Maynard. | 

Becauſe I was not acquainted with bis phe. 
I had ridden him once, and he carried me eaſy: 


| beſides, the groom gave bim a very good cha- 


rater. 2 
Which he merited (ſaid Mrs, Maynard); ſor 
he really is an excellent creature. | | 
Sir John ſwore he was a devil, and the c con- 
ve ſation dropped. 
Our dreſſes are arrived. Iam tummoned to 
Lady Derwent's dreſſing- room. Before 1 


e I will endeavour t to cloſe this letter. 


Thurſday whe: 


_ R Arefſes are very. ſplendid !---Ellen's is 
2 Spaniſh ha bit- mine a Turkiſh; but we 
are ſo near of a ſize, that I expect much amuſe- 
ment from the miſtakes of Metioneth, Who 
does not know which of the two dreſſes belongs 
to Ellen. g 

When we met at tea, they were very impor » 


. tunate for a knowledge of our characters. 


We ſhall not inlorm you tfaid I); tor we 
mean to exerciſe your ſagacities. 

But what reward do you offer te the firſt 
gentleman who diſcovers you ? ſaid 2 Der- 


Went. 


Even the undivided honour of being my pro- 
tector for the evening. 
Now, Cupid, befriend me ! (cried Merio- 
neth) and grant I may be the bappy mortal. 
Sir John advanced to Ellen, and, pullin 


her rudely towards him, . vowed he ſhoulc 


know her, though. diſguiſed like Hecate: — 

then imprinting a boiſterous kiſs on her deli- 
cate cheek, while ſhe in vain ſtruggled to get 
from him, lie ſwore ſhe ſhould fit on his knee 


pn We 
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i for an hour, unleſs ſhe told him what gur | 
"HEE, dreſs was. ; 


It would be, Sir, (faid ſhe, with contemp- 

I | tudus ſcorn). a very. ſevere puniſhment. to. me, 

1 after ſuch outrageous behaviour, to be obliged 

| | to ſtay an hour in your company, much more 

to fit that time on your knee. I geſire Jon 
will looſe my hand. 


I ſhall not (ſaid he) indeed; ſo you may, as 
well be quiet. 


He dragged her to A ſeat, at down, and 8 
pulled her on his knee. ö 


. 


Sir John, ſaid ſhe, your inſolence i is unbear- 
able. I will not be treated ſo. 
Won't you? 505 the unfeelin brate). 
how the devil will yon help ygurſelf? | 
If Miſs Rutland cannot help herſelf, (faid 
Merioneth, advancing) her friends muſt alt 
her. 
I ſaw he had with difficulty reſtrained big- | 
ſelf from interfering before. 
Permit me to releaſe you, , ma'am. A 
Sha'n't ye up my Pagt r- win, know . 
colour of the gown---will by G- and then 
you ma NR ou Ill. Stand off, my Jofd 
. --: ſtand. off. Bet you three guineas to . 
* that ſhe tells me in five minutes. * 
I I would do almoſt any e to get ere 
ſaig ſhe. SACS . nogay pot ts bus 
Tell us the colour. BE Es Ira 
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myſelf, and was followed by Ellen. Lord 


Merioneth followed her. 

We yet want another, (ſaid I, looking round 
the room)---who comes? 

4 Want a ſeat, fajd Clifford: will you. take 
me in? | Poe og ENT ams (6 
" Certainly, ft, . dies Fray 

He was in a moment at my fide. - Sir 2 
Jeaned over Ellen's chair; Mrs. Maynard 
took a ſeat by me; and they betted on the 
game. At laſt they wrangled ſo about their 
wagers, that we could? not 1 with the 

me. 1 

What a a creature © you are ! (ſaid Me. 
Aloneth to her) if I was Bateman, I ſhould ab- 
ſolutely expect you would box me. 


Dis - Perhaps, ſaid ſhe, if you are impertinent, I | 


may begin with you. 


Say you ſo ? (ſaid he, junpin . they? ,| oh 


is time to think of ſelf-defence, , 


EW T4 4<@ 


=--the' elders were its there; ; and fe. 
Mrs. Maynard to ſtruggle for herſelf. They 
"Toon followed us: ſhe railed herſelf out ot 


breath at Merioneth, who declared be our 
acted for ſelf-defence. 2 

And, now, having feribbled almoſt to the 
end of my paper, I muſt here think of taking 
wy leave of you, till atter the hall. And here 
let me thank you, for your well-meaht letter; 


] am fenſi ble A. Was Written with the warmeſt- 


wiſhes for my happineſs. 1 allow the juflice 

of your arguments, though I 4 adopt the. 
contlufion to which they lead.” Whatever 

| be Miſs Rutland's birth, I Kno „not; * Ihe © — 


Know, chat ſhe is too good be made un- 


_ dappy: . and W it there were no other mor 


* 
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tives for my conduct, I would never be the 


means of making her” fo, is a determination; 


beyond the power of time to alter. But of one 
thing be certain, that were affluence or penury 
depending on my decifion, I could only act 


upon my Preſent principles. Your's, lincerely, 


LAURA 8 * 
1 8. What are you Tug with Danville : . 


K 
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LETTER bp > 
| Lady Laura to Miſs Lumly, __ 
\. The Priory, Wedneſday, Aug. 14, 179. 3 
THE ball is over, Jane; and I ſuppoſe you” 


are in expectation of receiving ſome particus 


lars of the entertainment. I will endeavour 
to oblige you, and ſketch a few of its moſt pro- 
minent features; but, unfortunately, in theſe 


amuſements, there is ſo little variation, fo 


much folly, and fo little originality, that 1 
ſcarcely know whether it is worth while to en- 
ter at all on the ſubject. You ha ve been pre- 


ſent at one, and can eaſily conceive wit eve- 


Ty other of the ſame claſs muſt conſiſt of. But, 
on ſecond thoughts, which ſome ſay are beſt, I 
will preſerve this from the oblivion it might 


otherwiſe be conſigned to, by giving it a place 


in our correſpondence, | 
Splendour and liberality vied with each 
other in the decorations andrefreſhments. The 
party were numerous and faſhionable. Com- 
any came from twenty miles round, and many 


pf them are ſtill here. There were many cha- 
racters attempted, but few ſupported. The 
carl, the counteſs, and aunt Merjoneth wore 
dominos: Lord Merioneth, was an Apollo, 
Severn a mountebank, Clifford a counſellor, 
Sir John 3 * 1 in a Or: <4 
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Seth; Julia a Yatico, Ellen Aa Spaniard, and 
myũſelt a ſultana. 

At ten o'clock the rooms were crouded: 
we of the family afſembled, by appointment, 
ia the breakfaft-partour. I ſhould have ob- 
ſerved, that the elders were engaged among 
the company. Ellen and myſelf were Grit in - 
the room. We were ſoon followed by. Mrs. 
Maynard and Julia, and we were all maſked. 
»Our beaux entered. Do you know me? 1 
1 you---paſſed for a fe minutes; when 

pollo track his guitar, and, taking the hand 
of Ellen, whom he feigned to miſtake for me, 
exclaimed, Thus then, inſpired by Venus 
' where to chooſe, I claim my couſin's promiſe. . - 

Have you (ina feigned voice) prayed for i in- 
ſpiration ? | 

- Moſt fervently; he replied. 

Then know, ſon of Latona, that Venus has 
rejected your petition. 

Impoflible ! (faid I) befides, 2 divinity cont 
not want inſpiration. No, no ; he has N 
behind Ar maſks, and knew where to chooſe, -. 

Spare your raillery, ſweet "couſin, (ſaid de) 
and condeſcend to enroll me atnong the num- 
der of your fla ves. | 
' -» Thoſe that I encourage muſt be all freemen | 
---at leaſt wear no chains but mine. This 1 
ſaid in a whiſper. . - | 

Do not be too ſevere (be replied) or I wn. 
find a way to Tepay you. wi 

Piſh ! (faid {uns cm the ne6? harmony 1 is 
not out of humour, I 
__ Clifford advanced: My heart, Kidd hey 3 
charming ſultana, true as the needle to the” 
pole, - poinrs here. of 

FRE Fu l, preſenting wy hand) the re- 


— 
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ward of your penetration: lor this evening, I 
depute you my protector. 

Would to Heaven (drawing me a little way 
from the Atmen, it were tor lite! 8 
Really, Jane, I believe I mentally ſaid, 
Amen! to his prayer. 

Mrs. Maynard, who had during the abbve. 
dialogue, been adjuſting her noſegay, and va- 
Tying the effect ot a teather, advanced towards 
us, ſaying, Come, come, counſellor; there 
is none there likely to want your aſſiſtance: 
you gentlemen of the robe ſhould always be 
doing ſomething in the way of buſineſs. Come 
along with me, and I'll engage to | procure 
halt a dozen briefs in leſs time than I won Rr 
egg, s Wager, 

How will you do that? eried Merionerb. ; 

Oh! I'll ſwear this brute (turning to the 
biogas) endeayoured to run away with me, 
bring an action againſt bim for damages, and, 
Counſellor Plaufible (patting Clifford on the 
ſhoulder) ſhall plead for me. 

I am ſo ſuperlatively happy, madam; (said 
he) in having gained permiſhion to plead here, 
"(bowing to me) that I have not leifure to re- 
pay as Lought; your kind intentions in wy te- 
vour. 

She turaed away, without adfwrridg; 1 

Sir John, rudely pulling me from C Utford, ; 
cried, Hands 'off---hands off, Mr. Lawyer- 

ye ſee this? holding up his Whip. 931240 

I ſhould have obſerved, that I made 8 mo- 
tion to Ellen, not to ſpeak, purpoſely for an 

opportunity of. deceiving this Fand aff the fami- 


«i iy. 1 was likewiſe ſilent. 


D'ye ſee” this ? (aid Sir john ag again, akg | 
bw — 97 at Clifford, while he beld we ot” 
under the other. arm, i 
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Mrs. Maynard laughed. immoderately. |... 


And what of your whip, _ 4 ſaid. Clifford, 


wh contempt. 

What of it! (replied- the other)---W by, i 
you, or any body elle, offers, d'ye ſee, to 
touch this here little filly, I ſhall reſent it, 
Sir.; and, perhaps, you may feel the weight 


ot this liztle friend of mine, taking the RP. 


again. 


Sir John, (ſaid Clifford, unmaſking) 1 inſiſt | 


on your relinquiſhing that lady. Sbe has done 
me the honour to place herſelf under my pro- 
tection; and 1 ſhould deſpiſe myſelf, it L could 
permit you to inſult her with impunity. Your 


ſchool- boy threats, Sir, are exiugely loft « ou me. 
The knight pauſed. | 


And pray, ſir, (laid Mrs. Maynard W ; 
Iy) who is the lady in whoſe- cauſe you ove fo 


valorous a champion? | 
Without the lady's. permiſſions) I certainly 
ſhall not ſay who the is, ſaid Clifford. 
Merioneth came forward. I waved my hand: 
he underſtoed me, and retreated.' 
It wuſt be Miſs: Rutland; (ſaid ſhe) we I 
heard Lady Derwent —— 
her ſo perhaps, ſir, your gallantry may BY ex- 
erted in a wrong cauſe. | 
That caule, (ſaid be) ma'am, can never b 
' {wrongs When the end to be obtained is the * 
ſervation of a lady from in{olence; -: Sir (with. a 
reſolute tone) will you releaſe that lady? ? 


1 


pe Firſt (eried the wretch) let us {ee who ſhe i is. FP 


ir John to ſeek : 


erbaps, I haye ſtarted upon a wrong ſcent. 5 


In ſaying this, he raiſed his hand to my atk. 2 


Clifford ruſhed between us, and forced bim 
kom me. The knight whiſtled?: 17 55 one 
NN 15 unmaſked. c. 


wy WER 


F "+ 3 * a , — 4 
£5.14; 6 
8 ” 


* - 
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morning, the maſks began to diſperſe. 


3 DERWENT PRIORT. | 
The myſtery is explained, laid fe, and was 


turning to leave the room. 


Stop, ma'am, (cried Clifford) as you have 
witneſſed this gentleman's iniolence, it is neceſ- 
ſary you ſhould likewiſe bear tellmony to his 
2 . 

By no means (ſaid J) Mr. Clifford. It is of 
no conſequence. 

You muſt pardon me, madam, for ſupporting 
a contrary opinion. Sir John, I defire you will 
apologiſe to this lady. 

Well, (ſaid he) as it is a miſtake, I hope your 
ladyſhip don't think I meant to affront you. 

1 ſhall never think ee Sir John, -of 
any abſurdity you commit; for in my mind there 
it but one emotion you can excite. 

And what e Mrs. Aer may that 
emotion be? | E 
Contempt, madam. . 

I gave my hand to Clifford, and we \ Til the 
room; they followed us to the company. The 


4 


Teſt of the family were already jn the rooms. 


We trequently met- ---ſpoke---and ſeparated 
again. I declined dancing; Ellen did the fame. 
e ſat together, making obſervations on the 
company. Merioneth was all attention. Clifford 
Was the ſame, Mrs. Maynard had joined Lady 
Derwent. Severn and Julia were with Mrs. 
Merioneth. Sir John ſullenly followed Lord 
Derwent. 5 
Late in the evening, or rather early i in _ 
* 
were, by accident, ſeparated from our party. I 
Forde walking round the apartments in 
earch ot them; when. paſſing a room, in which” 
we had, in an early art ot the evening, taken 
ſome refreſhment} 1" board: the ſoft voice of 
Ellen ſay - Indeed, there are none of our 


. 


_— 
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friends in theſe rooms. Pray, let us return to 
the company. LS ' 


Not till you promiſe to meet me again to- 


morrow, ſaid he. yr e 
I pauſed, My companion appeared equally 
inclined to bear the reſult of the conference. 


Indeed, my lord, Icannot promiſe any ſuch thing. 


What, (ſaid he) my deareſt Ellen, prevents . 


your compliance with this trifling requeſt ? 
All the obligations I owe to Lady Derwent. 
And do you expreſs your gratitude to Lady 
Derwent, by torturing her ſon? 1 
Pray, Lord Merioneth, ſpare me on this diſ- 


treffing ſubjeA. Why will you propoſe ſuch . 
_ viſionary ſchemes? You know my ſituation; 


you know W "7 
I know it all, (intęerrupting ber) and fain 
would make up to you thedeficienciesof fortune. 


o 


I cannot, indeed, my lord, I cannot profit by 


your generous intentions,— 


Sap, rather, you will not (aid he). Tell 
me, at leaſt, why I am cruelly ſhunned: why | 


ſo unkindly neglected? 
glect 


"Rs Wir | ee ni APIS vs 

It is fo ſeldom, ſaid be, ibat I meet an oppor- 

tunity like the preſent, that I cannot conſent to 
part with you, without ſome certainty of have 


ing it renewed, — 


1 f ö a +422 Bhs 
How ſtrange (ſhe replied) is this behaviour! 


and how ill does it. agree with your lordſhip's 
known engagement to your couſin 


It is all ſuppoſition-(ſaid he). V. by, my deat. 
Ellen, will you not permit me to explain the. 
ambiguity of my conduQ; to clear every doubt? 


Would to heaven I could. with as much.caſe 


remove every difficulty! May Ihope your ſtu- 
died referve.procceds from no other cauſe han 


You cannot, my lord, complain now of ner 


—_— 
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the ideas which ſuch engagements naturally 
excite? May I preſume that you would, were 


there no impediments, acknowledge your de- 


voted Merioneth the friend of your art, and 


partner of your choice? 


My lord, (ſaid ſhe, with dignity) Iam ſupe⸗ 
rior to artifice; and have, therefore, no hefita- 
tion in aſſuring you, that was my ſituation ſuch 
as could entitle me to expect the approbation 
of your family, it would be the firſt with of my 


heart to approve myſelf worthy of your regard; 


but, as that cannot be, ſhall I meanly break in 
upon the views of Lord Derwent, and deſtroy 
the domeſtic peace of your worthy motber? 
My charming, faſcinating Ellen, promiſe 1 me 
one calm, one uninterrupted bearing. 
90 morrow, my lord, I will endeavour to 


oblige you. Nov then 1 claim your promiſe, 


if ſeeking our Friends, as I feel elf {uddeply 


Sit down; ſaid he, only a few ubutes, till 


| you are recovered, 


She ſunk back in a chair to which he had 
conducted her, and appeared fainting, 1 then. 


thought it was time to make my appearance; : 


ſo, entering the room in a feigned furprize, I 
enquired the cauſe of Miſs Ruttand's indiſ Poli- 
e e nn, priory e Ee 
| Thuratay, gust 15, 179 
TI heat ot the rooms, replied Merioneth; 
and the fatigue of the crowd, were too much 
25 Miſs Rutland. She permitted me to conduct 
ber in.ſearch of the family. I had juſt procureũ 
her a gla(s of lemonade. _ the amen 
it reached ber mouth. | 
Nel, 0 laid. 1) open the window, and pull 
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off her gloves: you will never recover her, 75 
by gazing on het face.. 


1 ſhould have obſerved iber we was then 
without her maſk. | 


The application of Hungary-water ſoon re- 
ſtored hey; + - 
Where am I? ſaid ſhe, opening Per fre 
blue eyes, and fixing them on Me rjoneth. 
RE pro by friends, my ſweet girl, (aid 
who rejoice at = recovery; at leaſt I can 
anſwer 52 Mr. Clifford and myſelf; Lord Me- 
rioneth is in a very pretty attitude. to make his 
| % compliments. e 
He was Eneeling before her.. 
Do not de too ſevere, my gay y couſin fri 
le, for I can ſee.—-— 
What, faid I, can you fee? e * 
© That all maſks are not treated alike. oe £22k 
©; They are not all impertinent alike, faid T. 
No, (ſignificantly) not all agreeable like. 1 
Now, Jane, was not this a moſt abomina - 
it ſarcaſm ? I felt abſolutely confuſed. © I had 
taken off my maſk too; and, to avoid the pene- 
tration of Merioneth, was.turning to depart:-« 
| when, to increaſe my embarraſſment, I met the 
ores of Clifford, abſolutely dancing with delight; 
ſeized my hand; he preſſed it to his heart. 
Pleaſure beamed on his expreſlive face, as he 
exclaimed . Mx charming Ar way this 
tre idation 2? 
1 think-(faid T) the air of this room. is infec- 
"lows: do let us lea ve it. 
vill go any where with oz fad Clifford, 
Ellen 460k' my arm, an we again Mixed 
1 the company, who were then 10 the hur» 
11 of Aepartur @ So far it was favourable to 
for no notice was taken of bur abſente, 
ie cloſed "ey entertainment: 101 Yeave 


—_— 
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vou to comment/on the different events of it. 
Ellen has been indiſpoſed with a PRE 
ſo I belieye Albert has not had his 

hearing. The houſe has been, ever ace m_— 
| maſquerade, one continual ſcene of ene, | 
owing to many of the viſitors ſtaying here to 
recover their ſatigue. I believe the laſt party 
goes this evening: they are friends of Mrs. 
Maynard, and ſhe accompanies them home. 
I do not regret her abſence, for ſhe is not one 
of my favourites. I ſhall; as ſom as I can 
find leiſure to ſpeak on family-matters, get rid 
of the farce Merioneth and myſelt. are acting; 
for, during Ellen's. abſence, he is never from 
my ſide, | Clifford appears thoughtful and un- 
eaſy, Why don't the man ſpeak 2. He is ga- 
ing, L hear, in a fortnigbt, to quit tlie . 
Surely we ſhall not part without ſome expla - 
nation; and, after the unequivocal pr 3 5 


% 


2 heard of Alberts preference for another, he 


wuſt certainly know that Lean never gonſent 


5 33 to that alliance. Why then is he fo ſtupidly: 


ſilent ? I proteſt I have a great mind to think 
no more of him: agplaud my Teloluciong ung: 


| waits to e ys a 
. —— e 
| r . Thurſday night. ; 


WELL, Tile; 1 over. NMerey on me] what 
an unmerciful lecture has your Ho Laura 
been fated to bear- but take it 1 8 

bett vau, to take leave of aynard 
and her friends. 775 too, is gone 2 with them 
and Ellen is ſtill eonfined to her chamber, 
Alter their departure, Merioneth requeſted my 
Opn: for a walk. M Merioneth was mb” 
| ent. Ny: 919-115 TE76 i ie ue + 

Lam golug ok „ 10 * a letter to Mis | 
Lump. | 


. | 
That is yery good of you my dear mamma a x 


— 
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Do that to-morrow, ſaid my aunt: ” 
T had rather finiſh it to-night, ſaid I. 


Then my ſweet coufin, (taking my bandwith : 


an air of tenderneſs) you will not oblige me? 


I do not intend to walk this evening: I 5-2 2% 


o and chat a little with poor Ellen: ſhe has 
ls to comfort her, now Julia is gone. 
I will go to Miſs Rutland, ſaid aunt Merio- 


term you may recollect I frequently uſe when 


the good lady pleaſes me); and I will go 


finiſh my letter. 


Albert importuned; I rejeQed his ſolicitati- 


ons: at length be feigned anger, and left the 
room. Then burſt the ſtorm. - 


Aurtt Merioneth was prodigious angry Ne” | 


trifled, ſhe ſaid, with their hopes, and afted 
very wrong indeed. 


I, of courſe, contended har Lhad given no | 


hopes: that I had uniformly declared I would 


not receive the addreſſes of Merioneth : and, if 


trifling was to be imputed to either party, it 


belonged to them: for they madly perſiſted in 


a ſyſtem to which I had trequently declared my 


diſlike: and I now, once for all, requeſted lat | 
| the ſubje& might drop for ever. f 
Impoſſible! (ſhe cried) what will your uncle 


think of your conduct? 


It is very indifferent to me, madam, what be | 


thinks of it: LI have only to requeſt he way be 
informed of it. ; 
She made no anſwer, but left the room. I 


fat down, took up a book, and cee to 5 


read, but without effect. 


A ade ſoon after 1 me my com- 


| PE ues ag in he library * my en- 


eſp 
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trance, I bebeld the heads ot our noble houfe: 


all aſſembled in council, intent, no doubt, on? 


* 


the important fidject of cranſmitting unconta- 
- -mitated to poſterity theright honourable breed. 


On my entrance, the earl aroſe, and, with alt 


poffble dignity, conducted me to a ſeat. I faw' 


diſpleaſure lurkipg in his eye; but he is] fo 
much of the courtier, that he can eaſily re- 
preſs the appenrance of reſentment: ſo, 1 
a te hems, and a little relaxation of his mufſ- 
cles, he began to lament the fatal ſhock I had 
Juſt given to tbe hopes of my friends, which 
- his: iſter had, with great nr ge been 
obliged to communicate. hig 
{I replied, I was ſorry ay friends ſhould bave 
placed | their hopes on ſo prevacions;s ſounda⸗ 
tion. 250 ya et et» 9 36 19499 ZoW 21 
I abher: conſidered i it, Lade Laura, as 2 pre- 
carions foundation; always oak it for 
granted that, in theſe caſes, young ladies were 
verned by. the better judgment of their 
Ly and, as there can be no reaſonable 
jon made to the alliance; and as v 
Fees frequently declared that Albert is ho- 


by ndqured with your good opinion; why will you 


not give him time to improve that ſentiment 10 


u tender intereſt ? At leaſt, revoke the re- 


ſolve of not receiving him as a lover; and, to 
to oblige me, conſider of the propoſalsFbave 
to ſubnit io your conſider atio. 
I have, my lord, (ſaid I) well conſidered, 
and muſt poſitively decline, the bonour-you 
pPropoſe to me. O Ast 8 asm 
He paced the room: the ladies were ſledt. 
At laſt be cried, May Lafkefor your objeQion * 
I was ſilent. da Em e 
Fabaps you may think Albert in this beter 


—— 


5 
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b only by my commands: but I alfure 
you, it 2 for my regard for 
your many excelleneies ĩs only exceeded by his 
admiratioh ot them; and the firſt wiſh ot my 
Heart is, to concentrate aur ans by, e de- 
ſirable an union. Ce 
Truly ſenfible + laid 5 dt your Hordſhip' 8 

- kindnef,, and grateful for the good i intentions 
af my friends, I muſt again repeat, I cannot, 
ia this caſe, profit by them. Lord Merionetty 
has tdo much merit to be ſecond in any wo- 


man's heart, whom he honours! with his 


choice; and mine has long acknowhedged-e: 


predileQion for another.. 2 
Lam anſwered: but why was 'the -declata= 
tion not made before??? ig i 


It was never before neceſſary, my lords". 

And is it poffible (turning to Mrs. Merio- | 
| netb) that you, madam, Wn Nek re 
with this cireumſtan ce? 2nd; p 
This is the firſt time, my lord, 5 0 
it named; and ſurpriſe almoſt prevents. me 
from oſking Laura the motives of her :fecrecy-; - 
for ſure, you cannot {addy Ig herſelf to me) 


have made a e wh Is to de con- 
cealed. ; Wy > oi: 0717 3549 40 | 
At inelddofrifidy es retire) it in a iudject you 35 
muſt excuſe me on. 14, $13351' 106/16 elo 


One thing, at leaſt; L have a right to aſſæ 


* 


(faid the earl): g are 1 ee 
Ba ts 811 % [114 49701 Wn yp vl 


Fo, upon my 3 Nivüllog nam bag 
Is the 2 a man of 1 ales 


| Mrs. Merioneth. 8 a. +1 Ng 9 þ : 3.6 BY | 6 Sy 
Really; I never aſked. n air Sc Bets / 
= hea man of fortune ? fad the counteſs. 
8 LE 5 . 25 1 DA LF 2 * — 85 I 
2 2 7 a 
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Upon my honour, I do not know. 
Surely, Laura, (ſaid aunt (Merioneth) you 
are diverting yourſelf, at the EXPENEE of 8805 
| friends. £.- | 
Indeed, magam, you wrong me, extreme 
15 1 was never more ſerious in my life. 
To convince me of it, name the man you | 
honour with your approbation. . 1855 
There you muſt poſitively e xcuſe me. 
I then attempted to eſcape, but without 
effect; for his lordſhip again attacked me; and 
I was violent] importuned to name my favou- 
Tite. At laſt, {ev obliged to ſay, that, though 
I was grateful or their kindneſs, I could on no 
account admit their authority to interfere with 
the independence of my own mind. My loved 
and lamented father (ſaid I) left me, wy lord, 
uncontrolled miſtreſs of myſelf and fortune; and 
I will never reſign to any other perſon, a power 
he thought me worthy of poſſeſſing myſelf. _. 
My lord howed—hoped he had not offended 
24 begged I would confider bim as leading 
for a jewel which was too valuable to r , | 
relinquiſhed. * 
I thanked bim for his compliment; ! * be 
council broke up. 1 
At ſupper, we were all mighty Qately: The 
dejection of Merioneth, proceeding from = 
jadiſpoſition of Ellen, pale d with obo family, 1 
delieve,:for the effects of diſappointment. ' We 
_ retired èearly—and 1 took _ opportunity 'of 
writing thus far. ob 
expect my aunt ne be for leaving the 
Priory ; and, [ muſt ſay, I have no wiſh to con- 
' #inue here. I ſhall therefore propoſe return 
ing to Twickenham, and leave my noble uncle 
to recover his difa ppbintment; Which be will 
9 5 A 5 can 3 Wa Jog to addreſs 
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F7 the next woman of good fortune who falls in his 
Way. 

| believe I I have not told you, that the Daw- 

ſons have been told their ſervices were no 

longer neceſſary. They are gone to a houſe of 

their own, at Tiverton; ſo the laſt of the old 

* domeſtics are now diſmiſſed. Oh, this uncle f 

mine is a great œconomiſt! his valet is to be 
ſteward. 

I have wrote till my band aches---and Mor- 

| pheus claims his ie Adieu! '/ 


— 


1 Friday noon. 
MV aunt has anticipated my wiſhes of quit- 
ting the Priory. She fummoned me this morn- 
ing, to her dreſſing room, and informed me, 
. that ſhe thought, alter what had paſſed, we 
could not, with any propriety, continue here. 
made nq objeQion to her plan; and Lady 
Der went is to be informed that we leave the 
Priory next week. I am inclined to think the 
good lady has a ſuſpicion of my penchant for 
Clifford, and that this is the true reaſon for her 
wiſhing to depart, Be that as it may, I ſhall 
very giadly leave this place. Clifford, how- 
ever, goes next week: a circumſtance, L believe, 

: my aunt is unacquainted with. 

Mliſs Rutland requeſts me to walk wich ber. 
Tris the frſt day ſhe has lett her room ſince the 
ball. I know you will 'excule ny 1 laying 

"down 8. 2 to anden her. wi CLOS” 


1 
' 
ECE 
— 


15 Fiica) night: 
«+> HAD 2 hoy 8 dal with Eilen, 
and a great deal ot converſation on different 
ſubjeQs.- She really poſſeſſes an excellent un- 
deiſtanding. Merioneth joined us. Clifford 
and the baronet were gone lor a 1007260 Se- 
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vern is pe penſeroſe > ſince the departure of 
Julia. e walked x dinner. f 

All the elders as yet very ſtately, ans very 
ſorry to hear our intention of leaving the Priory 
fo early in the ſeaſon. My aunt anſwered, that 
"ſhe had received letters from T wickenham, 

which it would be neceſſary for her to anſwer 
in perſon. _ 

This ended the Aicpürtz-Uhen Lord Der- 
went condeſcended to obſerve that he expected 
to be in London, with his family, early in the 
next ſeaſon, and hoped we ſhould meet again 
at his houſe. My aunt flattered berſelf we 
mould always continue to meet with pleaſure. 

Alfter dinner, we adjourned to the drawing- 
room, and Merioneth read to us till tea. After 
that repaſt, a walk was propoſed; and we rea- 
dily affented. A little twinge of the gout kept 
my uncle at home, and Fog two ace T ladies 
ſtaid to accompany him. 

We had ſcarce reached thi kardep, when 
Sir John (who was of our party) rudely ſeized 
Ellen, and ſwore ſhe ſhould run a race. She 
: rugged. b but} In vain, to bet from bim. Clifford 

interfered. 

Here is no maſk now in, the caſe (faid the 
; brute): I know I'am ry ht. I don't t want to 
hurt her: a little race will do her good. 

In vain ſhe entreated Him to free her; he 
continued forcibly to drag her along. Clifford 
advanced to reſcue her; and, at the ſame time, 
Albert (who had been detained | in the houſe) 

5 2 ppeared., Indignation fluſhed in bis manly 
| hace, when he beheld the agitation of Ellen, 

Sir John (ſaid he, with firmneſs) in my pre- 
ſenee, Miſs Rutland ſhall not be infulted. I 

inſiſt on your releaſing her: Y mult bs not in- 
trude on 2 time. : 
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% bers! (faid the brute, throwing her with 
violence from him) go to your champion. 
Dawme! what with one fighting ſpark or ano: 
ther, ifone dares look at a woman in this place! 

So ſaying, he reeled off. Severn placed 
himſelf on one ide Ellen, and Merioneth on 
_ the other ;. and by a ſudden turn in the walk, 

we loſt ſight ot them. I mended my ſpeed to 
, overtake them ; which was obſerved by Clit- 
ford who, looking earneſtly i in my face, aſl- 
ed me, if I ſhould deem him an intruder, if he 
a endeavoured, for that evening, to monopo- 
ze my converlätion 5 | 
4 125 (ſaid I) ; that I ſhall never think you. 
_ nerous Laura! (ſaid he) Clifford will en- 
deavour to deſerve ſuch condeſcending kind- 
ness. In my ardent wiſhes for your bappi- 
177 2 every elfiſh idea ſhall be Able bed; eve- 
ry ambitious hope anihilated. 

I trembled, yet hoped he whale: eds a? 
and, ſcarcely knowing what Fdid, Iſat down + 
on a bank, but was ſilent. 

You; are not. an! Ty, Eun Laura ? No, that 


* 


20 


54 ee 5 25 "oy 
8 15 Wat, Hin, cc 26H 
| Whether, alter your. deb Reb from bis 
lace, Lam ever more likely to behold 2555 
„Laura Merioneth! 7 | 
__ cally, L d not 8 pRdReng o. e 
(31887 ot comprehend: me,, machen Good God! 
Are j you not going . to leave this lace? Have 
Von not 1 the addreffc 5$, of Merioneth 2 
5 e are vo net. going” to, the Papp u partner 
of your. beart : 2. AG, perhaps, thortly this 


band xl be the e property of tame more 


1441 


taroure mortal. 


* "Ing © 
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. How fſtrangely::you talk! | (ſaid IV. It is 
rue, I am not inclined to marry Merioneth 3 
it is equally true, that we are going from 
hence: but it does not follow that I am going 
to the happy mortal you allude to. 

Is there then (ſaid he, with e no 

accepted lover; no particular favourite ? 
I did not ay, that there may. not be one 
bigher i in my eſtimation than all the reſt of his 
ſex; and yet it does not follow, that he is 
either a declared or an accepted lover. Per- 
ha ps he may not even 2 think of the ene 
he has obtained. 
Not know if de was er 0 your ap- 
probucics | (ſaid he, contemptuouſly).” Can 
ch a man—one ſo inſenſible of his own _ 
pineſs, be worthy of your eſteem? = 

| Go! (ſaid J, ſmiling) you are 100 :ſevereion; 
him. How . Would your on diſcover 2 
lady's ſentiments for you? 

Were ſhe (ſighing deeply) one 1 dared atlas: 
to (looking anxiouſly in my face), I would 
trace them. ina her charming countenance, and 
find them in ber ſpeaking eyes. In pity tell 

me, deareſt, lovelieſt of women l Does . 
ford know the envied object of your choice 2+: 

I believe you do. I ſpoke with heſitation-. 
Do I really know him f Forgive wy pre- 
ſumption (ſinking on his knee; before me): 
might I hope that ene look, that! aint 
ing bluſh.——- 2 

I was ſilent: | 1 nigh - 

Will you not 9 to 2 3 e 2 
I fee I have offended you * only tell N 
devoted Clifford, that von will GOA! o 
forget his folly. 4! 2 

4 will tell. you nothing, 1 poſtare, fad. 
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DERWENT PRIO ART. 73 
1, extending my hand. He took it, and kiſſed 
it with feryour.- > 7 
- aroſe. : We had before been flung, He 
ſorang from his ſupplicating: poſture, caught 
me to his heart, called me his charming, his 
adorable Laura, ſealed his pardon on my lips, 


and prevailed on me to fit down again. And i. 


it was then, Jane, after a long and intereſting _ 
converſation, that I confeſſed (what doubtleſs 
Clifford had before diſcovered) that it was for 
bis ſake only that I had rejected Merioneth. 
I cannot repeat half his acknowledgments for, 
what he termed, my condeſcenfion: 
I bave much to ſay to you (ſaid he); bit 1 
am now too bappy to enter into ſober matters 
of- fact converſation. When may 1 hope for 
another opportunity of explaining to you my 
preſent ſituation, and future proſpects? 1 
lea ve this place (he continued) in a tew days, 
to enter on a new ſcene of action: only tell me, 
vou wiſh me ſucceſs: fay yow are nor indit- 
ferent to my concerns. 

I ſatisfied his doubts on that nend $i Side 
bis thanks; z and promiſed. to wälk with him 
tot morrow morning before breakfaſt. Shor y 
after, our friends appeared: we joined them. 
Merioneth - looked inquiſitive, ' and” ſaueily 
hoped, Clifford bad been good company: | 

Tolerable (ſaid I). I hope: you have en. 
dea voured to entertain Miſs Rutland; © 
never loſe ſight (ſaid he) of my e 80 a 

entertain this lady (turning to Ellen); though, 

I fear, I frequently fail is the ner : 
ot thoſe. wiſhes. _ | 2 1— 

"Ellen's lobks Sbatpächeted us e 1 wad {4 
he interpreted them to his own advantage, for 


he looked as if he could have ſaid 4 million of 
tender things. | 


* 
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We returned to the houſe all in good hu- 
mour; and let me confeſs, that it was the hap- 


pieſt evening Lever ſpeat in my life. At ſup- 


per, Clifford placed luimſelf by me: be con- 
tended for the ſeat. Mrs. Merioneth looked 
diſpleaſed; and Lord Derwent ſurpriſed, I 
believe they begin to ſuſpect who is the hero. 
of my beart. Fools; 


* * 


* 


tage © 9 [8 Ys 
Alas! Jane, if this charming fellow now, 


ſhould only be of city extradtion, which, I 
think, is very probable, of courſe he will not 
be able to preſenta long liſt of right hohoura- 

ble anceſtors ;| muſt I, think you, in compli- 


mauent to mine, Whom, Lam told, were ſo from 
time immemorial, rejeR the honeſt heart.of a 


worthy man, who appears poſſeſſed of every 

qualificatign to inſute domeſtic happineſs, 

merely becauſe he-cannot come clothed in a 

full ſoit of heraldry ? I certainly.ſhall not, un- 
© leſsbey can, indeed, convince. me, that;pom-- 
pos names, and high-founding titles, are fuf- 
.+Gcient to coyer innate deprayity, mental imbe- 
cility, or goxgoreal deformity,;. thoſe infirmi- 
ties of our natures Which all ranks, are alike 
_ expoſed to. Doubtleſs, among fo numerous 


z body as our nobility, there are, there muſt. 
| 3 by an honourable and moral 


condudd, add dignity t9 their rapk, and reflect 
Hhonour on theirſtriends; but ſuch diſtinétions- 
muſt be obtained by the ieQtitude of their own 
Actions: ihey can never proceed from ſtately 

| ay mauſoleums or ſculptured tombs. TL oF 
WWWe live inan age, when. the inquiſitive and 
free - born mind, ſoaring beyond the reach of 
bondrary diſtinstiens, views man as man. Rea - 
ſon ſits arbitrets on men ay; things;. ſhe has 
removed the weil, which for ſo long a period, 


U } 
« 


evncealed the vices, the deprazity, the errors 
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ego ſhe has penetrated to the dark re- 
ceſſes pf: the cloiſter; ſhe has diſcovered, : under 
the faintly cowl, avarice, luſt, revenge; and 
has, from the hallowed: altar, dragged the mon- 
ſter Superſtition forth to ligbt: ſhe has de- 
tecded her fallacies, expoſed her dogmas, and 
- deſpiſed her threats; in ſhort, ſhe bids us-free- 
2 exert that principle of enquiry which nature 


has implanted; more or leſs, in our hearts; ſne 


+ bids us diveſt mankind of i Imaginary diſtinctions, 

And view human nature as it is. Candour, in- 

- deed, will interpoſe, and teach us not to inveſ- 

üigate too cloſely the frailties of humanity.— At 
her monition I cloſe the ſubject; but yet reſo- 
H = Jaely determined to think and act for myſelf; 


I am come to the end of wy ee 
1 . ct 
ight. 1100 omar; * e KY 12 8 5. oF 7 pk 8 5 5 
UA hb; Saturday morning, fix o'clock, 
ogg wonpDER what” Clifford can have te 
2 me. Oh, there be goes !-22He turns tl 
- * for me. Vou muſt eule me, Jane, bor des 
vou o abruptly: after breakfaff 


boy © Ip 


IM © you the e of our mort | ee. 
" + oe: enn 
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on? Eleven Wele 


to meet me. He drew my band through his 
3. 125 „arm, and led'the e way tothe fſlrudbery../ 
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Il bave requeſted (faid be) Lady Laura; this 


- Interview, to explain my ſituation: a few words 


will do it. When I had art ths Honour 'of 27 | 


ing your ladyſhi „ nM, 44", 
Fold! (laid . f interrupting bim) novky much 
© Whip, if you value my tavour. 
„ ** DIY Laura, ten- 
* | HT Bir by 
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Aye, that is a great deal better: proceed 8 


with your ſubject. 
At that time (ſaid he) I was mournin the 


| loſs of an amiable, a lamented parent. There 
- was a chaſm in my heart, which acutier reflec- 
tion nor amuſement could cloſe. I ſaw you; 


my ſweet Laura, your image filled up the migh. 


ty void, it became my divinity, and was inter- 
woven with my exiſtence. This (continued 


be, taking a miniature from his boſom, and 
preſſing it to his lips) this has been wy ſolace, 
| my companion, and my friend. 


And pray (ſaid I) whoſe portrait is tbatꝰ 

Judge my ſurpriſe, when he pz eſented wy 
own likeneſs, very well executed. 

For Heaven's ſake, how came you by that ? 


Oh, very innocently! Cupid aſſiſted me: but 


do you eaten eee Nn to come to 


| = cottage? | 2 


Perfectix.. $20 | 
She had hook Hove; A ow erbat . 


without you, knowledge. I found her a ſenſi- 


ble girl, and-aſked, as a particular favour, it ſhe 


could procure me, for an hour, a miniature f 


her lady, She pauſed a little while; but, at 


my rene wing my requeſt, ſhe agreed to aſſe 
leave to come one evening, before you left 


Malvern; and, if poſſible, to bring Mrs. Meri- 


oneth's bracelets on which was _ likeneſs: 


he performed her promiſe, I ſketchedithe 


features with ſucceſs. How could 1 fail, when 


the original was in my heart? From F anny 1 


heard that you were inſtantly to leave Malvern. 
Ahl with what ſregret did 1 hear that! From 


her too, 1 learned alſo, that your refuſal of a 


notorious: gameſter had been thought the 
ground-work of the inſult: you! received from 
the ruffian. 1 madly ruſhed into 9 your preſence: 2 


4 
I... 


% 
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ou forgave me. You left Malvern, and I re- 
olved to fallow you. I ſold my cottage, and 

once more returned to the buſy ſcenes ot Lon- 
don. placed my old ſervant with a friend of 
my late mother, and ſpeedily proceeded to 
Twickenham, to make enquiries after my fair 
enſla ver. There I heard you were gone to 
Briſtol. I followed to that place, but without 
ſucceſs. I was there informed that the earl 
was gone to the continent, to drink the waters 
of Alx.— R * 3 Ie 
It was a miſtake {ſaid I); for we never quit- 
ted the neigbbourboed of Briftol. Once, indeed, 
that my father might have the more frequent 
attendance of a phyſician be valued, we had 
lodgings at Bath, it muſt be at that period that 
vou miſſed us. There was ſome talk of our 
going to Aix; but the ſituation of the continent 
prevented it from being carried into execution. 
I travelled to Aix (he continued) without 
moleſtation, but without ſucceſs. I had 
always a great deſire to viſit Italy, the ſeat of 
ancient grandeur and modern arts; and this 
was an inviting opportunity. I had hopes tao 
that I might there find my Laura. I purſued ; 
my journey. At Florence it was my good for- | 
tune to meet with Merioneth: we travelled to- | 
gether. His ſtrong reſemblance to your mini- | 
ature made him dear to me. I once:mentioned. | 
you to bim; laid, I had heard you ſpoken of as 
a charming woman 1 do not kn (laid he); 
we ha ve never met ſince we were children — | 
Laura was a fine girl; but I do not know what 


kind of a woman ſhe is. The diicoutſe dropped. 
Short! y atter, difpatehes came, announ eing. | 
your loſs, ande his ſatlier's elevation to the 1ithe;: 

aid ſoon after, he retorned Home. I continued 
fame months longer in Italy. Merioneth fre- 
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quently. wrote to me, and gave a very prefiing- 
iavitation-to ſpend a ſummer here. I complied:/ 
My pleaſure and ſurpriſe at meeting you here 
were beyond deſcription; but they were ſoon 
qhanged into .regret, when I found you were 
the deſtined wife of my friend. Thanks te y 
generous Laura, that blow is averted :—To- 
oblige :Merioneth (who has much importuned 
me on the ſubjedt) I have conſented to ſtand - 
candidate at an election, ſhortly to come on at 
ee: the earl is to fupport my intereſt; he 
is likewiſe, at this time, ſoliciting an appoint< 
ment for me in a civil department under govern-- 
ment; and I flatter myſelf, that, if I am ſucceſs- 
ful in:theſe-undertakings, I may be ſandioned 
by your approbation, and publicly aſpire to 
the honour of your hand. My humble circum- 
ſtances (be continued) would now only meet 
their ſcorn; and how could I expect a woman, 
rich, young, beautiful, and well-born;/ to yield 
her hand to a man, whoſe whole fortune does 
not amount to three thouſand pounds, - -who 
has no connections to make up the deficiencies 
of tortune, and whoſe only booſt -an une 
| Hamer: 0 
„He pauſed for my reply. 101, 5 
I told bim, that [ feared 5 i find an 
honeſt heart a very troubleſome companion to 
the altar of greatneſs.— Fortune (ſaid I) ſhould 
not be named between us? our's bet e 
N ee 
P My difinereſted Laura (extlaimedhe) I welt 
caurt Fortune. I cannot; meanly quarter MY 
"ſelf op the property of another 
Our Walk was long, and our converſation 
ttereſtiogs,: I have promiſed to; receive his 
viſits on our return to Twickenham; an event 
eb muſt; ons. Mrs. Merioneth for, 
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expect a great deal of oppoſition; but they 
will not eaſily put Clifford out of my head. 
He leaves this place on Monday, and lets out 


for London, by the deſire of the earl. 


When we returned to the houſe, we found 
the family preparing for breakfaſt. I entered 
alone. Clifford ſoon after followed; and, I 
believe, no one ſuſpected our morning #amble; 

Da ring breakfaſt, the earl received letters, 
which he read and, giving them to Clifford, 


wiſhed him: joy of an appointment to a F604 
place, with a genteel ſalary. Clifford received 


them with proper ci 33 and they 
ſoon retired together. 


I haſtened to e theſe particulars: 


to you; but abſt now 112 pen to croſs | 


for damen En I 7 TIOY' 1 {© Firth 
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SERGW. 6.4 g Saturday Rs | 
CLIFFORD hes 16k u us: 5 het. letters de- 


manded:liis preſence in London; He followed 


me'this afternoon to Jenkinſon's : Ellen was 


with me. He explained” the reaſons for His 
ſudden departure; and we wiſhed him ſucceſs. | 
Our plan of correſpondence was ſettled before 
we returned to the houſe ; £2 and in the evening | 


he departed. 


On Tueſday we begin or Nast — Jutis is p 
returned, but without Mrs Maynard: thathigh- 
fpirited lady has tal tn wing for Brighton. 1 


do not intend writing again fill our return to 


Twickenham. The ſweet Plaintive Bllenthas 3 
promiſed me cher-correfpondence; and Terres 


much pleaſure jrom her letters 


I thall no conclude, and diſpatch this ear 


mous packet,” I hope you mean to write foon 
| 2 eee 1 +1 MO 114 1 73S 1 EY 


Nager Lene sro ret, 
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PERWENT PRIORT, | 
err 
Miſs Rutland to Lady Laura. | 
| The Priory, Monday, Auguſt 26. 
HONOURED by the offer of your ladyſhip's 
correſpondence, Ellen, doubtful of her abilities 
to pleaſe, fearfully aſſumes her pen. Vet the 
well-known conſideration of Lady Laura, in- 
duces her to lay aſide her apprehenſions, and 
to aſſure her, that though ſhe deſpairs of being 
an entertaining, ſhe will at leaſt endeavour to 


be a punQual correſpondent. _ tg 
went and. the 


"Commiſſioned by Lady Der 
whole of this family, I preſent their united rel- 
pects to your ladyſhip and Mrs. Merioneth. 
ow changed is our late cheerful ſociety! We 
miſs you every where. Lord Severn is ſtill the 
ſhadow of Julia; but I hear of no propoſals 
made to the earl. Lady Derwent appears 
thoughtful and uneaſy; and I ſometimes think 
the equivocal conduct of Lord Severn may oc- 
caſion her diſquietude. The baronet is ſtill 
here; and Fam ſorry to add that his boiſterous. 
addreſſes to me ſeem favoured by the family. 
. The earl is indiſpoſed with the gout, and, I 
_ thinkgawvore baughty than ever (torgive the re. 
mirk; you bid me Write trom my heart) and ſo 
jealous of every attention paid me, that I am. 
miſerable in his preſence, and nothing but the 
dread of offending his excellent lady, detains 
me in his houſe, Julia, dear girl, is all ſhe- 
„„ ora ͤ th onty as iv 
I am ſummoned to attend Lady Derwent, 
and maſt haſten to conclude my letter; entreat- 
ing your ladyſhip to believe tHat you have not 
a more ſincere friend tan 1 
Four bigbly honoured 
FIN RUTLAND. © 
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p. S. Your penſioners at the eottages are all 
well, as are the Dawſons: we ſaw them Venter | 


day. © no Mao SAT 
910195 OE RE DEV XI. 


- 


: dh; Tak Laura to Miſs Rutland. | 


4 7.0; Twickenham, Sept. 3s 199— 5 

6 THANK you, my ſweet girl, for your agree - 
able fa vour. I flatter myſelf our correſpond » 
ence will be happy and durable. To me your 
friendſhip is highly valuable; for I Jane you © 
from the firſt moment I ſaw Az and ſoon diſ- = 
covered what) you ſo carefully endeavoured 
conceal. Oh, Ellen! I know the lord of aft 


your fondeſt hopes: but have confidence i in 


me; I will never betray your ſecret. +... 
So, ou have great confidence in my conſide- 
ration! Did you ever diſcover any of my good. _ 
qualities before I rejected Merioneth? Ah, that. 
conſcious bluſh! Why, I ſee you at this very 
moment. But a truce to raillery z 1am ſeri- 


ouſly concerned at what you. tell me of the 


knight. For God's ſake, rigidly and reſolutely 
rejeQ him; nor be tamely ſacrife&d to a brute,, 


to forward the ambitious projects of my plot- 


ting uncle, who cannot be blind to his ſon's, 


- partiality ior You.) or unacqu uainted with) your... 


claims on Lady D erwent; I can adyiſe no far - 

ther; but if you think me worthy of your con- 

fddence, I may, perbaps, think of ſomethings. | 

which may be of ſervice to 0b. | 
I have accidentally met with a clue to Severn's. 


| taciturnity, I had eyer ſuppoſed. his fortune 


very good; hut J am informed, from undouhted 
authority, that it is far otherwiſe ; that — 
and h N have 5 inpaire⸗ 
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the eſtate; that the: preſent lord came young 
into the lociety of a fet who live by the expe- 
Tience of others, and ſuffered greatly. He 
prudently fled- from the gay world, and is en- 
. deavouring, by the ſtricteſt economy, to re- 
pair his fortune. His partiality for Julia is 
very obvious; and'F have no doubt but he will 
make propoſals. as ſoon a+ he can do it with 
conſiſteney. $2 

J am happy to inform you, that Mrs. Me- 
rioneth i is quite recovered from the fatigue of o 


: | R as ho your affectionate 


8 


Lavra MERIONETH. 
. 8. I am glad my poor folks are well. 
Mr. Clifford called on us yeſterday. I prays 
make Sem e e to the N 8 5 i 


LETTER XII. 


1450 Rutland to Lady Laure. | 
The Priory, Sept. 10, . 

YOUR obliging favour, - my . 1477 2 
Wert merits my warmeſt acknowledgments. 
Dong before you rejected Merioneth, your 
many excelleneies imprinted ſentiments of reſ- | 
pet on the heart of Ellen Your deſire of my 


confidence is highly flattering; and J embrace 


it with pleaſure. Much, indeed, do I want an 
adviſer ; and _often have I wiſhed to relate the 
particulars I now incloſe, but feared my teme- 
_ Tity might offend you. - 

You, will ſee my affinity to Lord Severn, A 
cireumftance he is unacquainted with, as Lord 
Derwent, on his arrival here, gave a general 
direction, that nothing concerning me fhould 


ever be mentioned to bim. Perhaps it was 


"* 
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intended to ſave me a mortification': for, who 


Knows but he might rejedt me, as the offspring 


| PDERWENT PRIORY. _— 
of:diſhonour ? Ah! how different is the con- 
duct of Merioneth } Ever kind and attentive, D 
he values not the misfortune of my birth, 
Chance, this morning, brought him to Julia's 
dreſſing- room. I was there waiting her ap- 
proach. Sde was not up. He eagerly ſeized 
that moment to renew a ſubject he bas often 
before repeated. 1 had been weeping: he. 
would know what had occaſioned my uneaft - 
neſs: I was at laſt obliged to confeſs, that E 
was made uncomfortable by the behaviour of _ 
the baronet. 7; 2 e 
| There is (ſaid he) my dear Ellen, but one 
way of ending all theſe ills, Be mine, my. 
love; give me a legal right to protect you, 
and LY oh (with the name of Rutland) every 
recollection of unmerited mortification. Con- 
ſent, my dear Ellen, to the ardent wiſhes ß 
your devoted Albert; and let him bleſs the $ 
day which gives him unlimited permiſſion too 
foften all your ſorrows, . * . 
Ah! (faid I) Merioheth, for what would 
you bleſs that day? For uniting your fate to a 4 
woman diſliked by your father, for alienati 
you from your ſamily, and -nlivaide ann 
fortune? 5 ö * | 
He replied, with an air of diſappointment— 
n you loved me, Ellen, you would have leſs 
& prudence. Lo 4+ nt Eg 
It is affection, my dear Merioneth, which 
gives me foreſight: I tremble for the conſe- 
quences which might. reſult from the union. 
propoſed. . 5 e 
J cannot (ſaid he) ſee fo much danger as you 
apprehend. My allowance is genteel; we 
muſt live frugal: our eſtabliſhment muſt ac⸗ 
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cord with our circumſtances, till the earl can 


> a 4 


| Ah! my lord, that 18 at beſt but an uncer- 
tainty; for myſelt, ha ving no pretenſions to 
greatneſs, I have no wiſh for it. But your 
lordſhip, born in affluence, and educated in 
ſplendor, what a change muſt you experi- 


be prevailed on to enlarge my income. 


EE 


_ ence, ſhould the income you now poſlels be 


ERTIES... 
He was offended at the ſuppoſition, and 


hereafter with-held !—In that caſe, who will 
venture to aſſure me, that Lord, Merioneth 
will not execrate that day which bound his 


- 


Sropeſed (would I give him a legal right to act 


for me) making inſtant application to my 
grandfather in my behalf, whoſe reſentment 


for the conduct of his daughter, he thought, 
muſt, by this time, be ſoftened into pity for 


her chil 


| Theſitated; but let me proudly ſay, it was 


only the heſitation of a moment; ard I repli- 


ed, with all the compoſure I could command, | 


that howeyer ſaſcinating his propoſals, I could 


on no account conſent to them; ſince they 


ere incompacible with wy obligations 10 Lacy 
Derwent, and at variance with every princi- 


ple of duty, every ſentiment of gratitude. 


The immediate entrance of Julia prevented a 
reply. I haſtily retired, and found my boaſted 


51 


heroiſm was in a moment fled. From my win- 
dow, I ſoon 2 fas Merioneth on the lawn, 
pale and agitated. I burſt into tears; and 


they relieved me. I even ſuffered myſelt to 
ſuppoſe, that Mr. Rutland could not ſee my 
d 


intereſted Albert without rewarding him for | 


His conduct. He has it amply in bis power 
(ſaid 1): he will receive us; and we ſhall yet 


be happy. Julia entered, and rouſed me from 


[4 
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my reverie. I followed her to the breakfaſt 

room; and was greatly relieved to find that 
Merioneth breakfaſted with his father in the 
library. I am interrupte. 


TH © Wedneſday night. 
DURING breakfaſt, there was only her la- 
 dyſhip, Julia, and myſelf preſent. She deſired 

my attention to a ſubject of the utmoſt impor- 
tance. Almoſt gaſping for breath, I could only 
bow; and her ladyſhip proceeded, 
You need not, my dear Ellen,, be reminded, 
that Thave ever regarded you, as my own child: 
I have been happy in affifting to adorn the 
many graces nature has beſtowed on you; yet, 
with all your endowments, think me not ſevere 
- - in obſerving, that your unfortunate birth and 
- confined fortune, are greatly diſadyantageous 
to your future . os am not going to 
elucidate the cruelty or illiberality of 1 8 2h 
caſms ſo frequently beſtowed on illegitimate 
birth; Iwill content myſelf with remarking, that 
however unjuſt ſuch prejudices may be thought, 
_ they are generally deep and laſting, 
, 5 he pauſed. -I entreated ſhe would be ex- 
r i 
FPortunately for you, an offer now preſents 
iel, which nothing can juſtify. you in refuſing ; 
as it will be the only method of introducing you 
to Sir Felix; an object I have never loſt fight 
of. As the daughter of Lord Severn, he might 
reject all offers of accommodation; but, as the 
wite of Sir John Bateman, he will, no. doubt, 
receive you. What ſays my Ellen?---Shall I 


0 


* * . 


2 


acquaint the earl, that you; acquieſce in our 
united wiſhes, and introduce Sir John as your 
, / Ine SO 

No, madam (ſaid I, rifing from my feat} I 


* 


11 & wv 


3 * 
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cannot receive Sir John in the manner you 


' propoſe; nor is it by bearing his Hame that 1 
can make any application to Sir Felix, or repay 
the debt of gratitude Fowe your ladyſhip. 

You can in no other way repay it (retorted 
Lady Derwent); and if you perſiſt in refuſing 
this advantageous offer, I ſhall be inclined to 
think your refuſal Proceeds from miſplaced al- 


a ſection. | 


Ah! my friend: could I refute the charge? 
It was impoſſible; ; for my rebel heart, even at 
that moment, told me, it could only beat for 
Albert. 
L entreated her ladyſhip to acouaint sin Jobs 
that T had declined his propoſals. 
Hear him, at leaſt, Miſs Rutland 3 I el 


on it. Offers like his ſhould not-be idly ſported 
With. | 


Nor meanly accepted, madam, when the 


heart is at variance with them. 

Nor ridiculouſly thrown away, (aid der 
ladyſhip) for ideal expectations which can-ne- 
ver be gratiSed. © 

Indeed, Lady Derwent, J cannot receive 
the offers of Sir John. It is not frem ambi- 


tious hopes, or ideal expectations, that I re- 


ject them; but from an innate conviction that 
thoſe ſentiments which give permanence to 
married happineſs, can never, in this caſe, 


govern my conduct. 


Mere ſubterfuge (aid ſhe) : ut I muſt in- 


| form Lord Derwent of your ſtrange behaviour. | 


However, take notice, Ellen, the Ir is not 
given up. , 

Saying this, / the was leaving the room, 
when ſhe was met at the door by Albert. She 
paufed a moment, and angrily demanded, why 


he was not pripating for bis journey? He re- 


_ - 


* 


- 
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plied, that he bad every thing, he believed, 
in readineſs.; and ſhould ſet out in a few hours. 
Lady Derwent left the room. 

Not having heard before of any intended 
journey, I dare ſay my looks teſtified my ſur- 
Pee. Julia was equally unacquainted with, it. 

For Heaven's ſake ! brother, where are you 
going, and how long ſhall you be abſent ? 

To your firft queſtion (he anſwered): of 
here f I am going to , to aflift at Clit- 
"Ford's eſection- 

A very unneceſſary 3 journey; for- he is fore | 
of every vote in the place. | 

But go, it ſeems, I muſt. I am Pkewiſe 
commiſtioned to: dv. bdfinefs for wy father, bag 
London; and of courſe ſhall take that o 
tunity of paying my reſpeRs-to bur frien 58 
Twickenham. 1 ſuppoſe 1 ſhall be abſent a 
fortnight. 
| How long (aid ſhe) have you been appriſcd 
of this journey ? 

Aboutghree quarters of an hour: but I do 
not gommence my journey 'till the evening, if J 
can help it. In the mean time, my ſweet 
Ellen, will you tavour me with your e 
in the garden for half an hour 25 | : 
I heſitate. | | 
Julia (ſaid he) do you 8 on with Miſs 
Rutland, and will: follow i in a few minutes. 
Indeed (aid I) you muſt excuſe me j Tam 
not well. 

He looked diſpleaſed; but did not reply. : 
1 haſtily retired here, xa took up my pen. 
| From my window Tſoon after ſaw them Nes 


in the garden. From Julia he, doubtleſs, will 


learn the converſation which paſſed at break - 
we, Ah! T Lung, there Eg 1 * 


x Ay 


— 
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penetration to diſcover why, be is ordered 


* 


It draws r near. the er of dining; PPE 7 1 wilt 


prepare for my appearance; but firſt I will 
end this letter, that you may, às ſoon as poſ- 


ſible, peruſe the incloſed manuſcript, which I, 


after various entreaties, progured, from. Lady 
Derwent. 


Continue to me, 1 beſecch you, your triend- 
ſhip, and favour me, as frequently as poſſible, 


with your advice; for never Was it more want- 
ed "_ at L008: time, by your devoted 


* ; * Ns 4 ; E. RUTLAND: 
2 a 


' The ee incloſed in the foreguing, 44. 


dreſſed to Miſs Rutla 
« AT your frequent and _ ſolicits- 


tions, I commit to paper the following tale. 
Each circumſtance is ſtill freſh upon my me- 


mory; aud never but with life can l 1 10 


regret the ſorrows of Miſs Rutland. 
Four mother was my moſt inti ate. ni: | 
on my marriage, ſhe. apt ip 
and continued with me for fourteen months; 
in which time my ſon was born. Shortly after 
that event, ſhe was attacked by a nervous 
complaint, for which ſhe was ordered ſea- 
bathing. To reſtore her health, her father 
conveyed her to Brighton. I ſoon followed 
them. Mr. Merioneth was detained in Eon: © 
don by particular buſineſs. Mr. Rutland ſoon 
_ aſter left us, and retired to his ſeat in Lanca- 
BY ſhire. Chance, at the ſame time, brought us 
: acquainted with Lord Severn. He bad lodg- 
ings in the ſame houſe. He: frequented our 


me home, 


parties, promoted our amuſements, and health 


again glowed on the cheek of Ellen Lord. 


Seyern was formed to conciliate the affeQions 


U 


| 


\ 
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of the fair: he was gay to an extreme; good 
without oſtentation; gallant without frivolity; 
and to theſe accompliſnments was added a 


handlomę perſon, and an' infinuating addreſs: 


ſuch, Ellen, was your father. 


* 


: «. To ſay, my friend was lovely, is ſpeak- 


ing but of balf her worth. Her mind was the 


ſegt of every virtue under Heaven; diſtreſs 


never appeared in vain to her humahity, nor 


ſuffering merit to her heart: to the füſt ſhe 


would extend her purſe, to the ſecond her 


. ᷣͤ FH NS: 
* Puring our continuance at Brighton, Lord 


Severn avowed his ſentiments for Mils Rut- 
land, who received, with ſmiles, his offered 
heart. Her father was applied to, who made 


no objection to the alliance, only ſtipulated, 
_ that the marriage ſhould not take place until a 


law-ſuit-was decided, on which, in part, de- 


- pended the fortune of Severn. '” ©, 


„At the approach of winter, I returned to 
London, while Severn attended. my friend to 


the ſeat of her father, in Lancaſhire, where he 


was received with great politenels. Parliamen- 


-rary- buſineſs called Mr. Rutland to London. 
Lord Severn reloQantly took leave of Ellen, 
and departed for the ſame place, to hurty the 
lawyers, and thereby haſten his marriage. 
On his arrival in London, he found things 


not ſo favourable to bis opes as be had before 


expected. Vexed by the tedious prolixity of 
law, and mortified by the procraſtination of his 
fondeſt hopes, he determined, after a few weeks 


* 4.. We {$03 ks = cd. 
unavailing attendance in London, to return to 


the only perſon in the world that could tran- 


quiliſe his heart. He had frequently ſeen Mr. 


- Rutland, but did not name his intended journey - 
to him; for he obſerved, with concern, that, al- 
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ter hearing the ſtate of his fortune, thet gentle- 
man viſibly relaxed in politeneſs to him. On 
the morning before he left London, by accident 
he met. Mr, Rutland, who bluntly.aſked him 

whether be was going out of town? He per- 
ceived by his looks, the inference which would 
be drawn from his anfwer, and evaſively re- 

, plied, that he was-going to vitit his motlgmtio 
Kent. They 'partet, and he haſtened to bis 
drooping Ellen. 

6 It was late, in a darkevening, [whewhe 
arrived at Rutland-houſe, unexpected by any 
of the family. He was ſhown up ſtairs. Ellen 
- was alene, and-weeping over a letter ſhe bad 
_ juft before received from her father. Severn 
approached, claſped her to his heart, and 
begged to ſhare her ſorrows. She could not 
anſwer a word, but (leaning on his ſhoulder) 
ſobbed in apony.. After a Intle time, ſhe be- 
came more compoſed, and diſcourſed rely on 

< the ſource of her anxiety. 
Read this (laid ſhe, grefenting the letter); $ -. 
you will there find that my father not only 
commands me to renounce: you, but to pre- 
pare my mind to receive a hufband of his re- 
commendation; andthe next week (ihe added) 
will bring them both here. 
My Ellen (ſaid he, prevent the miſery 

which threatens us. You honour me with your 
approbation ; you conde ſeend to intereſt your+ 
ſelt in my happineſs; you fhed pr ecious tears at 
the idea of a ſeparation; you are my all of 
earthly bliſs; the utmoſt inaliee of fortune can- 
not deprive me ot a competence: be mine, | 
then, my love; be inſtantly mine, and put it be- 
yond the power of ca price to ſeparate uxfor . 
ever. 


AM She litencd, -beſitated, but at beagle. con- 
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| ſented. Yet her underſtanding was at variance 
with ber reſolations: but Seven, ardent in his 
purſuits, would not . her — = dwell 
on melanchol - he painted the anger 
of her ner hwy. a but of ſhort duration. 
Beſides (ſaid he) my family and eonnections 
will” effectually ſcreen you from the e 
of the world. 

But they will not (aid ſhe) filence my own | 
refleions, | 

Again he pleaded; and daniels apeerell 
fativied. A journey to Scotland was propoſed; 
my friend declared ſne would not leave her ta-- 
ther's houfe for ſo long a time as would neceſſa - 
rily be taken up in performing ſo longa journey. 

How elſe then (aid he) can we prevent 
the conſequences of Mr. Rutland's arrival? ? 
Even when be does arrive (laid ſhe) that | 

| 1 be our laſt reſourre. 

He was obliged to A] pear Tatisfied, and 
fois after took his leave. His horſes und ſer». 
vants were left at a neighbouring 1 a.. 5 

Three days paſſed in unavailing debates on 
different plans, which were never adopted.— 
On the third evening, as they were fitting alone, 
a letter was delivered to Ellen. Tt was from 
her tather. She opened it with trembling 


hands; and read as follows: 


„„ To-morrow evening I ſhall be with you, 
accompanied by my friend, whem I comme nd 
you to receive as your future huſband. | 
Never (faid ſhe, with fervour) will I be 
any other than my Harry's wife. —Lord geen 
Im from this moment your's. N 
Then yo confent to our immediate jour- 
ney? ſaid he. | | 
Leave me, faid ſhe, for the preſent; T will | 
n the morning; 3 N 


— 
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«© He obeyed. G90 3 weve 

ce She rang the bell for ber 2 whe had 
lived with her from infancy, and eaſed her 
heart by diſcloſing ber ſituation. 

Mary could not adviſe: but ſhe wept with 
her miſtreſs. At length my friend (who conld_ 
not bring berſelf voluntarily to qdit her father's 
houſe) adopted a plan which ſatisfied her 

; Coubts, though it ended her exiſtence. | 

Early in the morning, Severn again ap- 
peared. He was * to the breaktaſt- 
room. Ellen ſoon joined him. He eagerly 

_ aſked if he might prepare tor their departure. 

«© No, was the anſwer be received. © 

& Good God! you then determine to wait'the 
arrival of Mr. Rutland, to receive the addrefles 

of his friend ? 

* You wrong me, Severn; ; and ſhould know 
me better. 

« She rang the bell. Mary appeared” Fell 
father John we wait for him. 

«« [Your mother, 8 was of the Catholic 
faith 3 TY” 

The prieſt appeared. 

te Now, my lord, (ſaid me) are you ſatisfied? 
—and are you willing to.receive my hand? 

&« Grateful for the gift, ſaid he, in whatever 
manner beſtowed, I here folemnly pledge my- 
ſelf never to forget the confidence you are 

about to repoſe in me. 

c The ceremony was performed. He preſſed 

her to his heart; and vowed never who riake 
herr 

ce Before the awful nee of heaven (ſaid ſhe) 1 

am your 'wite: to your honour, my lord, 11 im- 
Phritif truſt for worldly forms. 

e And moſt 1eligipuſly, ſaid-he, will I 5 3 
woe forms obſerved. In a few weeks, wy 


/ 
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love, I hope 1 ſhall publicly call you, Lady 


Severn.. 


Ellen ſighed, but endeavoured to be cheer- 
ful. In a few hours Severn took a tender leave 


| of her, and again ſet out for London, Myfriend 


was the idol ot her father's ſervants: therefore, 


at her requeſt, Lord Severn's recent viſt to 


Rutland-houſe was ſunk in ſilence. -: 


cc In the evening Mr. Rutland arrived, bring» 
ing with him an elderly looking man, whoſe 


+ appearance was not mended by a long reſi- 
dence in a torrid clime. Ellen ſhuddered at 


the ſight, of him; but the certainty of;never,be- 
ing his, in ſome meaſure gave her ſpirits to re. 
ceive them with propriety. 

ee Some time paſſed without her 2 at- 
tempting to introduce him in any other way. 
than as a friend; and ſhe began to hope that 
Mr. Monſon (chat was his name) had changed 


his mind with reſpe& to her. 


« Severn privately returned, a; had fre- | 
quent interviews with her, unknown to any but 
Mary, who was preſent at the ceremony of 
their marriage. His affairs called him again to 
the metropolis; and Ellen remained, id, 
tortured with anxiety. .- | 
He ſoon wrote to her, it in great ſpir its, — 
ing it was time to acquaint Mr. Rutland of their 
ſutuation. My mother (he added) is prepared 5 
to receive you, I will be down H¼iäth yoù in a 
few days, when Iintend explaining every thing 
to Mr. Rutland. I am unwilling to ſay. any 
thing which ſhould diſtreſs you ; but I am much 
afraid Mr. Rutland will remain inexorable, as 
L have frequently written to him, but can ab- 
tain no auſwers. "Should. he be Gan to our en- 


r 


1 
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in London, where the ceremony muſt be again 
performed. En ee, een 
ce [My friend was under age.] 430% 
cc He concluded by ſaying:— Thus ſee, my 
love, though I would have you hope for the 
beſt, I am prepared for the worſt, and entreat 
= to prepare for your departure to London. 
y houſe is ready te receive you, and my mo- 
ther is already here, to bid you welcome.“ 
c Scarce. had ſhe read his letter, which ſhe 
moiſtened with her tears, and conſigned to her 
boſom, when ſhe was ſummoned to attend her 
father. 4 ; | 
„Ellen (ſaid he) why am I tormented by 
Severn's applications? You both know F have 
given that affair my decided negative. His for- 
tune is deranged, his eſtate mortgaged, and I 


inſiſt on your giving no encouragement to his 


ſolicitations. You know (ſternly) I never 
change my opinion. | = 
„ Forgive me, my father (cried Ellen, throw- 
ing herſelf before him); forgive me, for remind- 
ing you that you have changed your opinion; 
for you once thought Lord Severn worthy of 
encouragement. What has he done to alter 
your opinion of him? His love for me does not 
depend on fortune: he aſks not wealth; | 

% How! (ſaid her father, interrupting her) 
have you been privately treating with him? 

4 The crimfon tide mounted to her cheek. 
She could not aſſert a falfehood, ſo remained 


% 


ſilent. ö vo Sk $61 
« Miſs Rutland, (faid her father, with more 

| ſeverity than ſhe had ever known him ſpeak). 
I wilt not be trifled with: prepare to receive 
Mr, Monſon for your huſband, or renounce mo 
as a father. Three days I give you to confider 
of it; and let your anſwer be decilive. ET 


1 
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c o faying, be left her to reflect on her 


ſituation. She hurried to her chamber, and 
re-peruſed her letter, ardently praying that 


her protector might arrive before, the = 3 


period was expired. 
On the evening of the following day, he 
entered the drawing- room. Ellen was alone. 
At firſt her joy at ſeeing. him deprived her of 
utterance. At length ſhe related to him what 
kad paſſed on the — morning. 
* Sweetly ſoothing was his behaviour. He 

entreated her to be calm. All will ſoon be 
accompliſhed: I will not for a moment delay 
an explanation with Mr. Rutland. 

5 Yet ſtay a moment, Harry (ſaid ſhe) 
only to promiſe me that you will bear with 
the impetuoſity of my tather's temper. He 
will be greatly irritated, aud bis anger will be 
violent. 

«© Fop your ake, my love (folding her in 
his arms) LI will bear with every thing. 

« At this moment Mr. Rutland entered the 
room. His rage, like a torrent, bore down 
all before it. At laſt, exhauſted by bis own. 
violence, he ſunk on a ſeat. Lord Severn reſ- 
pectiully addreſſed him, while Ellen, could on- 
ly weep 

6e J. Mk not wealth (aid fg) keep Miss 
Rutland's fortune for der own uſe ; and I will 
engage to make what other ſettlements you 
may require, as ſoon as my affairs are arranged. 
„ Mr: Rutland again flew into invedtive. 
Severn vindicated himſelf f with ſervour. Mr. 


Rutland commanded him to leave bis houſe 1 in⸗ : 


ſtantly, and left the room in a rage. 
<<. Riſe, my love (ſaid Severn to Ellen, who 


had ſunk in a chair); riſe, and prepare for _ 


your inſtant departure. [But he ipoke with 


*. 
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difficulty, and looked wildly on ber.] I feel 

a tightneſs here (ſaid he, putting her hand to 

bis forehead) and am ſuddenly ill. I rode hard 

in the rain. Netz come, let us ay; de- 
art. 

Fe Impoſſible, my Harry, and you in this 
ſtate! It ſtill rains dreadfully, and is very 
dark. Go, for this night, to my apartment. 
Mary is there: I will only ſtay to watch if my 
father returns here, and ſoon follow you. 
: ©. Severn was too ill to make any reſiſtance 
—while Ellen, rouſed by à profpect of his 
danger, forgot her own. She diſpatched. a 
note to his ſervant, ordering him to return to 
London with the horſes. 

“She pleaded indiſpoſition; ; at for: two 
Cays, watched his wants, and wept over his 
ſufferings. , He grew worſe. A violent fever 
brought on a delirium, and concealment be- 
came dangerous. Mary was diſpatched to a 
- phylicianz in whom Ellen had great confi-. 
dence; and he was requeſted to come in the 
morning, before Mr. Rutland was ſtirring. 
Mary told the family he came to her lady. 
From Mary, Mr. Wilkioſon Beard che melan- 
choly tale. 

4 J will fetch Mr. Autland 10 (aid obo 
good man). This ſcene would ſoften heat 
.vi marble. T 
„ Sevyern foon okeer ga ve ſome fans of "Re 
lection. Mr, Wilkinſon haſt ened to find Mr. N 
Rutland, and they returned together. 
ee Aſtoniſhment and rage were pidturesd 
Rrongly on the countenance of Mr. Rutland, 
while the ſcene before him tar à time topped 


\ 


huis utterance.—Ellen regarded without emoCi-- 


on the entrance of her father: ſhe felt nothing 


? : ' 
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but the danger of Severn, who recolleQed her 


tather, and explained their ſituation. 


„ Procure (ſaid he) a ſpecial licence, that [ 


way clear her fame, and legitimatife ber chifd. 
The ſcene that followed mocks deſcription. 
Mr. Rutland vented the moſt bitter imprecati- 
ons on his wretched daughter, who was ſunk in 
agony by the fide of her lord, inattentive to all 
but him. She knew nothing, heard nothing, felt 
nothing, but the groans of Severn. For him all 


aſſiſtance was in vain; he grew worſe and worſe; 


and, raving on the name of Ellen, fixed his dy- 
ing eyes on her pallid face, and breathed his 
laſt figh in her much-loved arms. 

An a ſtate of inſenſibility they conveyed her 
from the;chamber ; and, for feveral days her 
lite was deſpaired of. Sweet ſufferer ! 
was reſtored to all the bitterneſs of reflection. 
Mr. Rutland bad never ſeen her fince the death 
of Severn, He diſpatched a ſervant to Lon- 


don, to acquaint. Lady Severn with her ſon's 
death, and to deſire the body might be inſtantly 


ſent Cod: 


« Lady Sexcrn; almoſt finking under the a- 


tal ſhock, ſv unfeelingly communicated, had yet 
the tenderneſs and humanity to intereſt herfeit 


for the preſervation of my triend. A confiden- 


tial ſervant of her own was ſent to 'Ruftand- 


houſe, offering Mits Rutland an aſylum with 
her, ſhould her father's anger render a change 
_ of abode neceſſary; and the remains of Severn 


were conveyed away during” her inſenfibility. 
On her return to recolle ction; my fend Tens 


to entreat the preſence ot her father. 


Tell ber (ſaid he, 1 767) 
that we never meet again She is no more my 
daughter. I have torn ber from my heart. 

H 


(he 


= 
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As ſoon as ſhe is able to travel, I expect ber 
to leave this houſe, Tell her, Lam Finten: | 
ble; and every attempt to change my rcſolu- | 
tion will nab multiply my curſes on her guilty 7 
head. 

« My friend heard his reſolve, with ati- 
ence heard it: at length ſhe exclaimed Fate 
has done its worſt ; and miſery has ſet her ſeal | 
upon the heart ot Ellen! We will go, ork. | 
I will not call down his curſes : they need not 
multiply! for I already fink beneath them. 

e In the evening, Mr. Monſon ne ee 4 
permiſſion to ſee ber. He was admitted. He 22 
came to ſay, ſhe might take her clothes, and big 
even her diamonds: he gave her, likewile, 
from her father, à pocket-book, in Which 
were notes to the value of two hundred pounds; . 
and concluded by deſiring her not to irritate 
her father, by a fruitleſs oppoſition to his com- 
mands. My friend aſſured him it was not her 
intention; and he took his lęave. 
| She then wrote a farewell letter to. her fa - 

ther, which the requeſted might be given him . 
i# after ker departure; and the next day, at- 
| tended by Mary, ſet out for London. They 
arrived ſafe; and the maternal kindnefs of La- 
li | dy Severn, foon, in ſome degree, reftored the 
4 ſerenity of her gueſt. 
6 During theſe events, T was abſcrit on 2 
tour to Scotland. On my arrival in London, 
I was informed, by a friend, ot the fate of Lord 
eee Mary had heard of my arrival, and 
| came to requeſt I would come to her lady- Li 
| I haſtened to her. Heavens! I ſhall ne- 
ver forget the effect her altered form had upon | 
my heart. Care ſat an her feded cheek; 
end ſhe was but the thadow of my former 
friend. She was, however, compoſed, and 
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related minutely the circumſtances I have been 


deſcribing. , I ſaw her every day: the was 
grateful for my attention, and pleaſed with 


my ſociety; for to me ſhe could talk of Severn. 


She frequently expreſſed a wiſn that her fa- 


ther would ſend her his forgiveneſs ; and 1 de- 


termined to try if it could not be procured. 


«© Unknown to my friend, I ſet out for Lan- 


caſhire, and, by cravelling poſt, ſoon reached 
Rutland- Houſe. I was uſhered into the par- 
lour.; Mr. Rutland was alone, He aroſe at 


my entrance, faying—To what ftrange event, 


madam, am I to attribute this honour.? 

« To a deſire, Sir, of promoting your hap- 
pineſs, by reconciling you to my triend. 
„ Can Mrs, Merioneth plead: the cauſe of 
iofamy ? ſaid he, 
& No, Sir !. the cauſe of humanity—of juſ- 
tice—of mercy—and Ellen! Think of her 


ſituation !—think of her ſufferings —It was 
the hand of Heaven ſnatched him from her, 
who would have gloried in being her friend, 


her protector, and her huſband. 

Name not the villain (replied' he, with 
indignation): my eternal ane light . 97 
his memory. 

4 Be pacified (ſaid I); nor tend the memo- 
Ty of Severn with opprobrium: or, at: leaſt, 
Mr. Rutland, condeſcend to inform me; if you 
ha ve had no ſhare i in bringing on po forrown- 
of ke daughter? | 


- 


«© Was not his want of wealth a ficient! . 


reaſon for my conduct? 
% No, Sir; 


it aggravates your Hiſcondusrk 
— being the weakeſt reaſon you could poſſibix 


aſſign. 


* "Mrs, Merioneth (faid he) all farther con 
| 2 
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verſation on this ſubje is unneceſſary: my re- 


ſolution is unalterable. I will never ſee her 


more. Has ſhe not diſgraced my name ?---, 
ſulljied the honour ot her family !---Do you 
think, madam, I could take a wanton to my 
heart 7? | e 
ce Is this the language of a father? (faid 1) 
---For Heaven's ſake, be not ſo raſh in your 


' reſolves, See her but once moze: ſpeak 


eace to her woe-worn heart ; and, by your 


3 reconcile her to herſelf. Mercy, 


Mr. Rutland, is doubly bleſt. It bleſſeth them 
that give and them that take. Extend then 
its influence to my ſuffering friend; and, by a 
deed of humanity, gild your own days with 
the ſunſhine of peace: for peace you can ne- 
ver know, if Ellen dies unpardonec. 

Let her die! let her periſh ! {ſaid he) - 
for ſhe has made me wretched, © 

Again Jattempted to plead--- but his an- 


ger overpowered my efforts; and talking to 
him was fruitleſs. He paced the room a tew 


minutes, and then abruptly left me. 
A ſtrapger, of genteel appearance, ſoon 


after entered, and told me my carriage waited. 


I had ſat down, bop ing Mr. Rutland would 
return. I believe my looks teſtified my ſur- 

rize, when he told me his name was Monſon. 

did not anſwer him. He procecded to make 
ſome impertinent remarks on my viſit, pro- 
feſſed to pity Miſs Rutland; but, as it recol- 
lecting himſeif, be ſaid- Lady Severnæ 1 
mean : though I am ſoiry for the lady's fake, 
to ſay, that the marriage will. not ſtand good 


t in law. 


But, it will ſtand good (ſaid 1) before that 
tribunal where iron-hearted cruelty, and 
ſmooth- faced by pocriſy will be equally rejeQed. 
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e I did not wait for his anſwer, but hurried 
to my carriage. 2 
«© As my application to Mr. Rutland was ſo 
little ſatisfactory, I never named it to my friend | 
On my retuxn to London, I found her much 
altered. From her ſettled grief and fragile 
conſtitution, I could hope but little. Lady 
Severn watched over her with unceaſihg atten- 
tion ;. but we did not think ſhe could ſurvive 
the hour of trial, which was every moment 


XR 1 Rs . 
** 


+ 4 expected. As her ſtrength decreaſed, her in- 
n tellects improved; and ſhe would frequently  - 
© . converſe calmly on her late forrows. Ma 
Sh - © Weep not (ſhe would ſay) over my ex- 
h pected departure. What can life be to one 
5 who has loſt, except you, (looking affecti- 
onately on Lady Severn and myſelf) all ties to 
the world? My Henry is gone before me- 
my father diſowns me---my reputation is inde- 
* . Ibly wounded---and my confiRution broken 
5 by calamity. Alas! lite has no charms for 
= . Ellen !--- Should my unfortunate infant ſurvive, 
to your care I bequeath it. You (addreſſing 
* us both) will be joint-guatdians to its helpleis 
N years. Exert, 1 conjure you, your influence 
14 with my father for its advantage. Perhaps, 
i when the grave incloſes Ellen, he may receive 
. her child. Take (ſaid ſne) theſe miniatures of 
Lo its wretched parents (preſenting them to me.) 
_ Ah!] they were drawn when happy proſpeas 
1 ſmiled, before the blight of diſa ppointment had 
[ ; deſtroyed my fondeſt hopes. 
de & The dreaded time arrived: the event juſ- 
od _ tified our fears. She lived but to preſs. you to 
her heart, and invoke a bleſſing on your infant 
at head; tben inſtantly ſank on her pillow, and 
expired without a groan. ' We diſpatched a 


meſſenger to Rutland-houſe, with letters on 
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+ this melancholy occaſion ; but Mr. Rutland 
did not condeſcend to anſwer them. The re- 
mains of my triend were depoſited by the fide 
of Severn, Lady Severn retixed into Kent, 
taking you and Mary with her. She fre- 
- quently favoured me with letters filled with 1 
your praiſes, You were the delight of her 12 
- heart, and the darling of her age. 8 YN 
On the death of her ſon, the title had de- 
volved to a diſtant branch, of the family, en- 
tirely unknown to her ladyſhip. You muſt 
recolle&t the loſs you ſuſtained in her death; 
for you were at that period eight years old. 
At her earneſt requeſt, I made a journey into 
Kent, and arrived time enough to aſſure her 
that I would endeavour to ſupply ber place, 
and guard, with tenderneſs, your inexpert- 
. enced youth. She was made bappy by theſe 
aſſurances; and, ſoon after, departed this 
frail exiſtence, Mary had before paid the debt 
of nature. ade 
Lady Severn's income was canfined; but 
ſhe had, by ſtriẽt economy, relſerved two 
. thouſand pounds. This, with your mother's 
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being that twenty years ago was his daughter, 
« I'find, by my ſon's letters from Italy, that 
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he bas formed an acquaintance. with the pre- 

ſent Lord Severn. He ſpeaks highly of him, 

and talks of introducing him, at his return, to 

our acquaintance. Albert is a ſtranger to the 

. particulars of your ſtory, ſo can make no diſ- 
coveries; and ſhould he vifit us at the return 

VE of my ſon, I think it will be prudent to keep 
" this little tale a ſecret from bim; for there 
1 could be no advantage ariſing to you from his 
knowledge of your affinity to him; and it 

might, perhaps, de produktive of much mor- 


| tification to you.” 


| Y E T T ER XIII. 
M 46 Rutland to Lady e 


The Priory, Sept. 11, 179 
you have, by this time, my dear ady 
Laura, received and read my laſt packet. You 
know my claims upon Lady Derwent, but you 
do not know half the kindnefs I have experi- 
enced from her: indeed, till now, ſhe bas ever 
: treated me as her on child; but now a nearer 
3 intereſt preſſes on her heart. She thinks Tim- 
' pede the progreſs of her ſon; and wifhes me 
| married, left 1 fhonld prevent him from form- 
ing a ſplendid alliance. Lady Lauras ſhe dots 
not know the heart of Eileen 
But I have much to communicate,” and mul | 
return to my narrative. | 
Immediately atier J had ſent off wy laft pac- 
nen 1 jojned, the family at dinner. Nothing 
particular paffed. Before we withdrew,” a fer - 
vant entered, and told Merioneth that his horſe 
-was lame, and could not traveP that evening. 
Lord and Lady Derwent appeared difappoint- 
ed; but Merioneth feemed pleafed with the ac- 
 :cident. © _ en went tofthe ſtable,” at- 
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tended by the gentlemen. They'ſoon returned; 
ſaid it was only a {light ſprain, and would be 
well by morning. I complained of a head- 
ache, and retired to my Own room. 

In the morning, when we met at breakfaſt, 
Lord Merioneth looked ill, and declared he was 
not capable of travelling that day, The earl 
made no reply, but Lady Derwent deſired he 
would have ſome adyice. He evaded that, and 
went into the garden. Julia ſoon followed 
him. I dreaded being tormented by Sir John, 
ſo ſpeedily * from the breakfaſt- room to 
write this. 

Julia is here. Sbe has leſt Albert very ill; 
but he ſets off this evening. He has been tel 
ling Julia of his withes to prevail on me to ac- 
cept his hand. 

And, indeed (ſays the dear girl) when I ſee 
his diſtreſs, I almoſt wiſh you would, I have 
(for he has long deſired it) at laſt given him the 
manuſcript - I copied from the one my mother 
gave you. He put it in his pocket, faying, it 


| ſhould be his companion. It belongs to Ren: : 
therefore it muſt be dear to me. 


And where is he now? faid J. 

In the library with his. father. You muſt 
poſitively ſpeak to him before. he goes. 
_ Impoflible! Lady Derwent will prevent it, 
faid1: The is ſuſpicious of your be at- 


tachment to me. 
Only tell bim then, that you will never con- 
ſent to marry Sir John; for I have, been telling 


him all that my mother {aid in the morning up- 
on that ſubjeQ. 


Good 3 ſaid I, how could you be ſo 
imprudent? 


aw could I avoid (he replied). when he 
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not leave the place without ſeeing you, and 
made me cry till lam not fit to be ſee. 


let me pauſe; for I am too med 
cced. Oh! my dear Laura 
your hapleſs Ellen? * 


| I MST leave this place: this haughty peer 


© gentlemen preſent. Albert appeared ſtill ill; 
but ſtrove to conceal it. He followed us to the 
drawing- room. We fat ſome time talking on 


why am I tormented with all theſe leeming 


the baronet. 


And give me leave to obſerve, that Miſs Rut- 
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before ſuſpected it, and conjured me to relieve 
him from a ſtate of torture? © © © 

And what did he ſay ? QB OT e 
Oh! raved like a madman, ſwore he would 


\ Saying this, ſhe hurried frame. And her 


ſhall ſee that the woman he deſpiſes can, from 

a principle of gratitude, ſpare his peace, and 

fly the ſolicitations of his ſon. de” Poco 
We met at dinner: there were ſome ſtrange 


indifferent ſabjeAs, when Lady Derwent rofe, 


- and defired I would attend her into the garden. 
Julia left the room; but Albert ſeemed diſpoſed 
to follow us; which Lady Derwent perceiving, 

told him his attendance was not neceſſary. At 

the ſame moment'Iſaw Sir John on the lawn. 


Albert likewiſe'ſaw him. | 
Madam, (ſaid he, firuggling with paſſion) 


myſteries ? Do you, can you, really wiſh to ſa- 
erifice Miſs Rutland to that wretch, pointing to 
If you ate acquainted with our plans, ſir, 
there is no myſtery to explain. Your opinion 
is not aſked; and your conſent is not wanted. 


land has waved all pretenſions to delicacy, in 
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making you the confident of Sir Johns propo- 
ſals. 

Faint and wrembilog; x leaned on a chair, but 

could not utter a word. 

It was not from Miſs Rutland, madam, (con- 
tinued he that] procured my information and 
I muſt take this opportunity of informing your 
ladyſhip, that bad it not been for that delicacy 
vou donide, and thoſe principles you are endea- 
vouring to ſacrifice, Miſs Rutland would have 
been ſecure trom thofe mortifying ſolicitations, 
and entitled to the legal protection of one who ' 

. would have thought every moment of his life 
| loſt, which was not devoted to her happineſs. 

Albert. (replied her ladyſhip) you are inſo- 
lent; but, with it, you are candid. As for you, 
Miſs Rutland, you have © no ambitious HOPE, 
nv ideal expeQations! * 

Her ſarcaſms wounded my very ſoul. 1 en- 
- deavoured to ſpeak, but my tears prevented 
me. 

Then turning to 1 ſon, ſhe exclaimed— 
"Sams couſin's rejection of our propoſals is now 
entirely explained. She, without doubt, diſ- 
covered this hopeful attachment, and juſtly 
deſpiſed the meanneſs of the man ſhe might 
. have honoured with her choice. 

She pauſed; I endeavoured to'ſpeak. 

Ellen (ſaid ſhe, ſternly) you cannot now im- 
poſe on me; my credulity is paſſed, and I too 
_ plainly ſee the milerable 4 have ſo long 
been duped by. I you poſlleſs one atom of un- 
contaminated generoſity, you will yet endea- 


vour to repair the miſchiet you have done. 


Point but out the means (laid T, linking be- 
Gre her) and Ellen will, i PORE, deterve 


e a, 3 
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Receive Six Jobn, and by ſo. doing, annihilate 


the hopes of Albert. 
It muſt not, ſhall not be! (ſaid he, raiſing me 


from the ground). Ohl my eruel mother, 
have you forgot the ſufferings of this angel's 

parents f. and can you unfeelingly purſue a con- 

duct yourſelf which you condemned in another? 


Her ladyſhip was ſilent: I even the ught ſue 


was affected, 


At the ſame moment Lord Derwent nd, 


followed by Sir John. The features of the for- 
mer were fluſhed with paſſion, while his eyes 
darted fury, He commanded his ſon inſtantly 

to leave the room, who bowed. , 
As to you, Miſs Rutland, ſaid be, there is but 
ope thing which you can do to recompence us 


for the miſchief you ha ve occaſioned. Receive 


Sir John (preſenting him) as Wau future huſ- 


band. 
Never, my Lord! you hone no right to exact 


| ſuch obedience, ſaid 1. 


Nor you, he cried, any right to enſnare the 


_ affections of my fon. - 


Sir John, . I of. my 5 rudely 


pulled me towards him; which Albert perceiv- 

ing, reſolutely bid him defiſt from bis inſolence, | 

or he would make him. 

Nothing in nature could exceed, the fs of 
the carl. He. fiamped, ſwore, proteſted ,no- | 
thing ſhould; prevent; the engagements. he bad 
entered into from being fulfilled, He reproach- 

ed me as the murderer. ot bis hopes, and the 
deſtroyer of his peace; ſwore, that, unleſs I 

_ complied with, the propoſitions, he. would erer 


abandon me to the miſery I merited. 
Have I not, he exclaimed, reared, ae 


and protected you? and is it thus that you, fer 


ward me — ic laid his Rand on my * 
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and hook me violently. Unable to ſtand, I 
ſunk on the ground. Albert advanced to my 
aſſiſtance. It was in vain that his father com- 
manded him'to be gone; he vowed he would 
not leave me, till I was free from perſecution, 
and the cauſe of the preſent diſpute entirely 
abandoned. My Ellen, ſaid he, this agitation 
diſt reſſes me beyond expreſſion: be but com- 


poſed, and I am reſigned to every other ill. 


Again the ſtorm burſt. Lord Derwent was 
loud in his invectives, Albert ſevere in his re- 
torts. My flurried ſenſes forſook me, and, for 


Heveral hours, I was in a ſtate of inſenſibflity. 

At length reaſon returned, and I ſaw Julia ſit- 
ting beſide me. Perceiving me ſenſible, ſhe in- 
formed me, ſhe was then with me, unknown to 


her parents, who had charged her not to viſit 
me without their conſent. 

Heaven knows (ſaid ſhe, ſighingdeeply) what 
is become of my poor brother! | 

Ah! what of him, and whitber is he gone? 
ſaid I, haſtily riſing. as r | 

Alas! Ikaow not. I paſſed him about two 
hours ago on the ſtairs, as I was coming here: 
he had heen liſtening at your door: he bade me 


come and look at you, and then join him in the 


parlour, I came here: you were alleep: I re- 
turned to the parlour, and found them in high 
debate. The earl commanded Albert to quit 
the Priory. He vowed he would not ſtir till 
he had ſeen you. My mother requeſted ſhe 
might mediate between them. 1 
Twill not, ſaid the earl, make conceſſions, 
where Thave a right to exact obedience, ; 
. Fonly requeſt you, my lord, for the preſent 


to wave that right: hereafter we may think of 
Tome plan to reconcile us all. | 


Now you are again my mother | (cried Al- 
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bert, dropping on his knee, and taking her ef- 
tered hand): only promiſe me that Ellen ſhall?“?ß 
not be perſecuted with the addreſſes of that 
odious wretch, and 1 will hereafter be all you 
wiſh me. REES 

Right fir (retorted the ear I): it you have 
every thing you want, you will generoully be 
all we with. | N 
At length, after much debate, it was agrecd 
that Sir John's offers ſhould be entirely rcje &- 
ed, on condition that my brother quitted the 
Priory in the morning, without ſeeing you, 2nd 
returned no more without the ear}'s permiſſion. 
To this he agreed, after exacting a ſolemn 
promiſe.trom Lady Derwent, that no interrup- 
tion ſhould be given you, on any account what- 
ever, and that you ſhouid be entirely miſtreſs of 
, 27-7575 ID eg ng 
_ Generous Albert! how did his goodneſs pe- 
netrate my heart! 8 
Julia (ſaid he, advancing to mei all pretend- 
ed myſtery and mean evaſions are paſt for ever. 
I here publicly avow, that Etlen Rutland is the 
idol of my ſoul. To procure her peace, I will 
be a willing exile. And now, my ſiſter, to your 
- kindneſs I confide her: and remember that the 
affe ctions ot a brother who has ever loved you, 
depend on your attentions to your hapleſs 
ien. 2 | 7 
Dar, diſintereſted Albert! = 
Nie then haſtily leſt the room. The earl or- 
dered me to my apartment. Drowned in tears, 
1 beſought leave to watch this night by your 
fide; which was ſternly refuſed.  _ " 
By their example (replied the earl) I ſhall 
$ next have you dilobedient, and inſolently diſ- 
6 , Puting my control, Inſtantly to your chamber, 
and there continue till I give fretts oideis : 
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For the firſt time in my life, I diſobeyed him. 
Adieu, my dear Ellen: I muſt now, for fear 
of detection, unwillingly leave you. A 
Overpowered by a thouſand indeſcribable 
ſenſations, I ſank again on my pillow; and, at 
this pa aſe in my fate, I will conclude this long 


letter. - Your's, 
ELLEN RUTLAND. 


P. S. Part of this letter I wrote at the Pri- - 
ory. ' I will diſpatch it by this poſt; and in 
my next, inform you of the means of my 
eicape, and bow piece of my retreat. * 


—— 


| LETTER XIV. 
| 1 0 Rutland to Lady Laura. 

| Ivy Farm, Sept. 16, 1 

AFTER the departing of Julia: rask 
into a ſtupid kind of fleep, which continued 
till late the following day, when I awoke, and 
ſaw Kitty ſitting beſide me. From her I heard, 
that Merioneth had left the Priory, accom- 
panicd by bis friend Severn. I continued all 
day in bed, In the evening Kitty again ap- 
peared, and offered to fit up by me. This 1 
would not permit. I took a little gruel, and 
told her, I ſhould fleep better if left to myſelf. * 

I cannot go ma'am (ſaid the girl) without 
telling you a ſecret, which I happened to hear 1 
this evening.” _ 1 K 

Does it concern me, Kitty? . 

Yes, it does, indeed; Vit I hope you will Fol 
not tell who told you. 948 3 

This, you may be ſure, T promiſed ; and * 
ſhe then | proceeded to inform me, that ſhe 
overheard Lord Derwent and Sir John plan- 
ning to take advantage of Merioneth's ab- 
ſence, and to oblige me to be inſtantly mar- 


er. 
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ried to Sir John. Lord Derwent ſaid, he 
could eaſily, as my guardian, procure a ſpe #5 
cial licence. e er "or 
I ſtarted with horror, begged her to keep 
this information to herſelf, and requeſted to be 
left alone. She wiſhed 22 good night, and 
leſt me to reflect on my uncertain ſtate. 

I could. not fleep. I roſe; threw a wrap-' 
per round me, and walked the chamber. The 
moon ſhone with unſullied luſtre; and, as 1 
contemplated the ſolemn ſcene, an idea c- 
curred of making my immediate eſcape. But 
how, or what place? was an important conſi- 
racks, Gown r | 

While I was revolving this in my mind, my 
eyes were ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at behold- 
ing Merioneth pacing, with hurried ſteps; the 
lawns below. Fo ek ny "NR ENY 

Ah! my friend, this was, methought, the 
very crilis of my (ate. My heart throbbed to 
tell him all its ſorrows ; but. reaſon, ſtern 
monitreſs! repulſed the baſty wiſh. She 
whiſpered, that the moment was pregnant 

with danger; for, that I ſhould have to com- 
bat not only the pleadings of his heart, but the 
treachery of my own. I obeyed her admoni- 
tion, and retired from the window. 
At that moment 1 recollected, that I had 
1 not faſtened the door after Kitty left me; and, 
3 fancying that I heard a diſtant ſtep in the gal- 
lery, I laid my hand on the. bolt; it reſiſted 
my touch. With a degree of ſtrength, given 
by terror, I puſhed violently againſt the door: 
fortunately, it faſtened at the ſame moment. 
1 heard, at the ſame time, voices in the gallery. 

Racked with apprebenfion, at theſe myſte- + 
rious circumſtances, 1: again looked from the: 
window. Albert was till on the. lawn. It. 
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could not be he in the gallery. Who then 


ehuld it be? Io anxious ſuſpenſe, Ipaſſed the 
fucceeding hours. I lay down, but I could not 
Al:ep. At the approach ot day, L. again roſe, 


and law Albert: diſappear. I ſickened at his 
departure, and wowld have given worlds tg 
ipeak once more to him Deferg we parted, Per- 
haps, tor:ever. 

I was purſuing this train 6 refle dion, and 
viewings with heavytheart, the now delerted 
lawn, to wy. great ſurpriſes I ſoon; after law 
Sir John and bis valet, Oſkam, in deep con- 
ſultation. Conviction at once fluſhed. on- my 
mind, and certainty took place of doubt. He 
At: ok be, who bad tried the door of my, room. 
What an olults But from hun what elſe could 
be exp ected ? 

M thoughts, Slow Albert: bert could 
he be concealed? and What were his motives 
for! not leaving the neighbourhood? Theſe 
were enigmas I could not reſolve; but at all 


events I determined to keep my room for the 


preſent, ands it poſſible, to eſcape from the ty- 
* they were preparing to exerciſe over me. 

In this trame ut mind, 1endeavoured to re- 
cruit nature by ſoliciting ſleep. Kind Mor- 
pheus ſhed his poppies over me, and I flepr 
tar ſome hours. Kitty tapped at the door 
with tea; I drank it: ſhe, then preſented a 
note, which; was given her privately by Julia, 
It was written by Merioneth. Ip it he intorm- 
ed me, that they were at %, about five 


miles from the Priory 1 that he would not 


leave the place without ſeeing me, for he was 
fure they would make me marry Sir John; 


that if I declined ſeeing him, as that evening, | 


he would. in defiance of the conſequences,ſuch 
a Proceeding might ogcaſion, return the next 
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morning to the Priory ; E and concluded; 2 | 


treating me to prepare for an immediate J 
ney to Scotland. 


This hote was given to Julia by one of the. \ 


gardeners, as ſhe walked before breakfaſt, Ike 
told her, he would wait in the ſame place, in 
the evening, to receive an anſwer. 

The neceſſity for my departure grew every 
hour more apparent; how elſe could I avoid 


the two extremes of my fate? And from either 


of them what a ſmall ſhare of comfort ſhould I, 
in all probability, receive The character of 


Bateman is repugnant to every principle of 
propriety, A profeſſed ſportſman, a known 


debauchee, allying pride with meanneſs, and 
wealth with avarice; and to complete the 


whole, blending the tollies of youth with the 
vices of maturity. On the other hand, Meri - 


oneth himſelf is irreſiſtible; but could I raſhly 


expoſe him to the blind chance of the earl's for- 


l who is ſo ine xorable when once of- 


ended, and ſo prejudiced by the diſtindtions af 


birth and fortune, that, Iam certain, were we 
united, he would never reſtore Merioneth to 
his favour, on any other conditions than W 
rating him from his wretched wife ? 

I determined to depart; if poſſible, this af- 


- ternoon, and 'proceeded to make the neceſſary 
arrangements. I depoſited my valuables in the 


cabinet of my dreſſing-room. I then, with a 
beating heart, penned a few lines to Lady Der- 


went. I incloſed my keys in the letter, and 
entreated her ladyſnip to take charge, for the 


preſent, of every thing belonging to me. 
Juſt as I had finiſhed my letter, lady Der- 


vent appeared, followed by Juha. They en- 


quired after wy afar: ſaid PA were — to 
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dine at Maplemount, and thought- the ride 


— 


to go. Ideclined the propoſal, alleging that 


+ conceived and adopted till the hour of dining. 


that Hg 1o909 re might not be noticed. For- 
tunately, 4 rec 


creature, . The cara van ſoon overtook me, and 


paffenger beſides myſelf, and he was an elderly 


© 477 woke this ſtage; and I with 1 
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would be of ſervice to me, if I would conſent 


my ſpirits were too weak for company. M 

exguies were pen, and Wy ſoon after 1 

me 45 
It is impoſſible: to relare the various plans I 


Kitty brought my dinner. I ate but little. 
She informed me, the family was juſt gone. 
She lett me, and I again endeavoured to adopt 
ſome certain plan of action; intending to leave 
the houſe while the ſervants were at dinner, 


ollected, that the caravan which 
goes ſrom a hbouring town to meet the 
mail, would To ol park-gate, between four 
and * o'clock. It was now three. I haſtily 
collected a few changes of linen, which I dif- 
poſed of by putting in my pockets, flipped on 
my habit, and departed without obſervation, -* 
I gained the road without meeting a ſingle. 
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J inſtantly got into it. There was but one 


man. Abſorbed as T was in my own melan- 
choly refleQians, Las glad my ene 
made no attempts to converſe with me. 5 
Mong rode the. firſt ten miles without ſpeaks 
Freſti horſes were put to the carriape, 
— We proceeded to. I was fo ill that 
it was with great difficulty I could keep my 
ſeat, this my companion obſeryed, and hu- 
panely-afked, Why I t ayelled in fo weak a 
Nate f—You are not, ſurely, (ind be) going 
0 London l- 6 
Lam fearful {replied IT) that 1 ſhall not be 


Far 
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could gain admittance into ſome: derent'family, 
for a few weeks, to recover my health. 

I think (ſaid he) Lean ſerve you. I have 4 
bſter within a few miles of this place: they - 
are farmers, but, though homely, they are 
Honeſt folks. If you approve of” 5 * will 80 
to one and propoſe it. 

I thanked him from the inmalt teens of 
heart, and-gratefully accepted bis propoſal.” 
On our arrival at the inn, he procdred me 4 
room, to which I gladly retired; ordered ſome 
whey, and went to-bed. Though finking un- 
der fatigue, both of body and mind, a nume- 
rous traia of ideas prevented the repoſe I fo 
greatly needed. I aroſe unrefreſhed, ordered 
my breakfaſt in my room, for fear there ſhould 
be any perſon hear that —_— — my 158 
pearancde. 

Beforg 1 bad Exithed: my⸗ colitury. Wenk 
Lind friend returned, accompanied by his 
ter. All pecuniary matters were ſoon adhaſt- 

ed, and ſhe referred me tor her character to 
| the miſtreſs of the inn. 

My enquiries proved quite ſatisfaQory; and 
2 ＋ . told them, that I was unfortunately 
taken ill on the road, in my way to London; 
that owiog to / ſome domeſtic misfortunes, 1 
ſhould be obliged to conceal the place of my 
retreat; and — them alt, fhould they 
hear any enquiries made after Wes on no * 

count to betray me. 
Oh! Lady Laura; what 2 ſituation wad 
mine l thus to be aw le Þ the mercy of. 


ſtrangers. of | 
=| 


They all adured me, that Iimight rely u 
them; and, after gs leave of my go 
_ 1riend, en with m OE W 


12 
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with my new acquaintance.-for her bouſe, 
' Which is ſituated about a mile from the public 
road. The good. folks exert. themſelves. to 
amuſe me, and I think I am much better than 
IJ. could have expected to be, after the fatigue 
both ot mind and body, which I have regently 
experienced. Could I only hear, that all was 
well at the Priory, that Merioneth was re- 
ſtored to his friends, and Lady Derwent ſatis- 
Hed of my rectitude, I think I couid be reſigned 
to whatever ſtate Providence ſhould judge fit 
ee, + | ol nah yen cihotÞ, 

TI LOVE thee, Morn, mild grey-ey'd maid, ©  ' 


When Sols ence gilds the 57 INT AROY 
And with luxuriant Land diſplay'd, - 


His beams diſpel. the murky miſt; —* . 
When night retires with all her ſhadowy train, 
To her deep cypreſs cave, beneath the cheerle/s main. 
When the clear dew-drops on the hawthorns glow, 
And notes af praiſe through all the welkin ripg; 
When the glad Eine their unfeign'd pleaſures low, 
And thy glad herald foars on quiw ring wing; 
When roty Health trips lightly O er the plain, 
To greet, at kay daun, the zuddy village Wein. 
When euzling woodbines ſcent the ſaften'd' gales, 
Which haul the golden. carr Aurora guides, 
When ev'ry flow'r. its vary'd ſweets exhales 
And pureſt pleaſure o'er the ſcene preſides, 
When ey'ry charm, by thy mild influence given. 
Receives frelh luſtre from approving Heaven. 


, * 1 


— 


IuAxKx no apology for theſe long letters; | 

know my triend will excuſe; their, prolixity. _ 
Should potbiag, particular, intervene, Ligtend 
remaining here till I hear, from your ladyſhip. * 
I will not injure your. principles by doubt of 
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your ſecrecy; you can, you will, enter into 
every particular of my fituation- Continue to 
favour me with your friend{hip ; and ſhould 
Merioneth call at Twickenham, mould he be 
ahxlous to know the fate of Ellen, or inelined 
to ſeek me, —tell him the ſeareh- 8 fruitleſs; 
tell him T love him too well to accept of his 
band without the approbation of bis family; 
tell bim he is dearer to me than Tife; and that 
to promote his intereſt, 1 would facrifice - wy 
own, hed Shake 

Adieu, my highs frien) ! Were we differently 
ſituated, I would aſk for. your protection; 
but, as it is, your ladyſtip's affinity- to the fa- 
mily at. the Priory, places that bappinefs * 
* the reach of ee affectionate | 
ET TEX RUTLAND. . 


N * 2 * ** 


(fs "LETTER. XV. a. 55 
Lan Laura. to Miſe. Rutland | A 

= [Twickewhawss Sept. 20 179—. 
VARIOUS were the emotions; my deareſt 
Ellen, that your long letter octaſioned me. 
Admiration of your conduct, fear for your 
ſafety, and anxiety for your health; by turns, | 
occupied my mind, as 1 purſuedithe intereſting _ 
narration! 2 Welconte:- a theufand times wel- 
come, was ir to my heart; for it reheved. me 

from ſuſpenſe afmoſt intoleräbfe ) 6 

To account for my uneaſineß 1 my fil alot 

ou, that a fe days before the date 61 the om 
tter you wrote from”the Priory, Mrs. Me- 
rionetſi recelved one from Lady Derwent and 
immediately informed me; that you woiltd 
ſhortly expect iy congratulation, in the cha- 
rater of Lady Bateman. W ist 
2 et your: aver ion te aße man T hal 'y 
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exclaimed—Surely they will not exact ſo ſe- 
vere a ſacrifice— 

What can you mean? (retorted my aunt); $ 
38 it not an offer infinitely abotk- her 2 
tations?— 
By no means, my dear madam ; Ellen is 100 

well informed to expect happineſs from the 
poſſeſſion of wealth, or peace of mind from be- 
10g dignified with the title of My Lady. There 
are many other things neceſſary to make mar- 
riage deſirable, beſides wealth and title. 

The latter (ſhe replied) I believe, you think 
might be eaſily diſpenſed with. 
I honour rank, madam, when it gives luſ- 
tre to virtue; but do not think it of ſufficient 
conſequence to palliate or gloſs the vices which 
diſgrace human nature; nor can I help fre- 
quently exclaiming, with the bard, _ 
„ What can ennoble knaves, or fools, or cowards ? 2 


Alas, not all the blood of all the Howards!“ 


The appearance of company broke up the 
dialogue. The Marquis of Langly was one of - 
the groupe P and I was heartilF-giſguſted by 
the boiſterous-behaviour of this epitome of fa- 
ſhion. He has declared himſelt my admurer ; 

and (firagge 40 relate!) 190 aunt abſolutely 
encourages his viſits. | 

In the evening, we were " a ball, where 
I was again tormented by my taſhionable lover. 

Entering the breakfaſt-parlour the next 
morning, before Mrs. Merioneth was ſtirring, 
behold, another letter from the Priory pre- 
ſented itſelf. This letter ſo quickly following | 
"the other, greatly excited my curiofity. x. 

I had determined not to | betray the leaſt 
| ſymptom of anxiety ; but, unfortunately, the 
entrance of my aunt put to flight. all my wiſe 
reſolutions! and: (FixeGing her eye to the ot 


DERWENT PRIORY. 119 
ter) I exclaimed . What can be the matter at 
the Priory, to occaſion Lady Derwent to write 
again ſo early ?--- © 
Oh! I ſuppoſe'it is only to antiounce the 
marriage of your fayourite (was her anſwer). 
God torbid f was my involuntary exclama- 
tion. "TY 
I hope, Wü you do not condeſcend to de 
the confidante of a girl who is but too willin 
to rebel againſt the firſt. wiſhes of her del 
friends! | 
I ̃hdid not aer and m aunt prefented | 

the letter, which T will tran cribe 25 taithfully 
a8 memory will permit. 

After relating the compromiſe they badmade 
nk Lord Merioneth, her ladyſhip ſtated, 
that my noble uncle deemed" it > 8 neceflary 
to forget his promife, and to inſiſt on your im- 

| mediate n of Sir John. 

I ventared {ſaid her ladyfhip) to plead my 
promiſes to Albert, and my- ears for the Halth 
of Alles. HEINE IN” -- 

His lordſhip, ſternly interrupting me, re- 
pied Your 5rſt promiſe to me, madam, 

Was obeclience; a don't let me be at the 

trouble of again wforidng you, that I expect 
unequivocal compliance with erg meafure 
men may oblige me to adopt. 

Sir John entered, and I quitted the room. 

In my own drefſing room, I was met by Ju- 
la, who entreated permiſſion to vifit her 
triend; which I was conſtrained to retuſe. 

She called me unkind, and added, - As du 
** baniſned my brother; there is double 
eraelty ity eee. wy": fulfilling his laſt 

oy 'wilhes, - | 25 trag 10 die! F107 +? 

Call not the condud of your parents in queſ- 
don (ſaid Iq but ever 9 that the 
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daſis of cheir actions is their children's a, 


tage. 

We parted; and, the next day, being, en- 
gaged to dine at Maplemount, we viſited the 
invalid, and invited her to accompany us. Sir 
John was of the party. She pleaded indiſpo- 
ſition, and I. excuſed her. Pat lia reluctantly 
left her friend, who, with great ene, 
wiſhed us a pleaſant ride. 

Diſappointment loured on the. brow of the 
earl, when I informed him Ellen was t mach 
indiſ noſed to accompany us. | 

Mere fovlery (laid he). She is too tollen to 
oblige us. 1168 

Heavily paſſed. the day, and ve remrned 
| home early in the evening 00 

On our arrival, every coontenance betrayed 
confuſion. Kitty appeared : I haſtily afked 
her, if Ellen was worſe ?.. 

hope not, my lady: eee 


Speak! (ſaid; pi breathleſs; with. erpecke. 


tion) What of my ſon? 

Before ſhe. could anſwer, Jolie entered, and: 
(with a frantic wildneſs in her looks) exclaimed: 
Ellen is gone; my brother is diſtraRed ; 
and I ſhall break my heart l- Oh, my unk ind 
mother! is it thus you babes wow dar en, 
ee: good? n And 

Where is 5 heather? 1 704 91 
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| Twill be 11477 e he, wpicl 267 5 1 9 
proclaim your —— Sl your perfidy. Is 
this your attention $0 your helpleſs friend? 
15 he, es hand of Julia, who bad 


to Howe mc jo the, room). "Where is the pr 
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wanderer? To What difficulties may ſhe not 
be expoſed ! No triend to ſoothe her woe- worn 
mind] No hand to ſupport her fading form! 
No heart to throb for her unmerited mis fol- 
les ans meοε neee 
Theſe images ſeemed too powerful. His 
agitation ſtopped his words, and he ſuddenly 
e en es 

Let him go (cried the earl); a freſh breeze 
in the wood will be of ſervice to him. | 5 


Merioneth'; ad, in my name, entreat his rey 
Enn ETHEL - nn 


Kitty brought a letter ſhe had found on my 


luable; and where, likewiſe, were thoſe 'of. 
Fs 1 30 HN ii 4. 1 


her mothjer. 


ſence from it. l 185 © 
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if poſſible, before I again addreſs your lady- | 
ſhip, conquer every ſentiment but thoſe that 
you may approve. _ 
Long and fad was the letter ; but I bave 
. - no ſpirits to tranſeribe it. 
At length Albert returned, "RY and tremb- 
ling, but not ſo violent as when he left us. 1 
—.— on him to take ſome refreſhinent, 
e drank a glaſs of wine; and Julia begged 
Him to relate all he knew of the ff ght of Ellen. 
I knew nothing: of it (eric he)—Would to 


Heaven I did! 


How e then came you hore. "Es " Er 
Fearing treachery (laid he) I have ever Ick 
the'neighbourhood. '* Severn and La Roche are 


at the next town,” 


with the horſes. 


All laſt 


night I waited and watched in the garden, in 
hopes of finding ſome means of ſpeaking to 


Ellen; but in van. 


Fatigu 


ed in body 


and de- 


refed i in mind, I followed my friend to Nee, 


Roche. 


Did you receive it (ſaid 5. 


* madam; I did. | 
And did you convey it to Ellen? 2c cried be. 8 : 


Ves, was her anſwer. s 


m which place 1 ſent a note to Julia, 9 7 La 


Merciful God! What then eound: reh nh 


the ſtep 


ſhe has taken — But ſhe dreaded ar- 


ktifice; ſhe miſtruſted deceit.” This evening, I 
watched long and patiently, in hopes of ſeeing 
her. The frequent paffing and hurry of the 
ſervants excitec| my curioſity : I broke from 
my concealment, and enquired whom they 
were ſeeking ?—TImagine my ſurpriſe, "when 


they told me, Miſs" Rutland was göge, noone 
- knew whither ! Almoſt deprised w. Teafoh; I 


joined in the ſearch; but how ineffe Sully, 
2 My 2+ 494 | 


you welk. wl ne 


YO JA N% 


DERWENT - PRIORT. 123 


Kitty was interrogated-; but could give no 
ſatistactory account. Albert roſe from his 
ſeat: he paced the room in agony. Jalia 


wept bitterly. For myſelf, could I have. re- 


called the dear wanderer, how willingly. (had 


it depended only on- me) would L buve bidden 
them live for each other. 


At length, finding no 3 ien could 5 


be begun till morning, I prevailed on Meri- 

oneth to retire, and endeavoured to get ſome 

fleep.. Moſt reluctantly he complied. 
Long and miſerable was the night. In the 


morning we met again, pale and ,unxefreſhed. 


During our cheerleſs meal the earl entered. 

. Ladies (ſaid, he, ironically) the departure of 
this imprudent gul has given a very ſerious 
turn to the contour of. your faces. You are 
unneceſſarily, anxious; and, perhaps, do not 
know, that the protector ſhe has - choſen will 
amply compenſate for all ſhe has left bebind. 

. Who. dares afſert ſhe has a partner in her 
flight ? cried Albert. 

[ dare affert it, Sir. The valet of Sir John 
is her companion, her paramour. 

By heaven, it is falſe! (ſaid; my poor agi- 


tated Albert) But if this pitiful calumny reſts 


with that wretch, Sir John, bis lite well, an- 
ſwer his unparalleled baſeneſss. 

Saying this, he ruſhed from the apartment. 
Julia followed him: while Lord Derwent, ſul- 


wy regardleſs of our au bene re- 
tir. 


conlulion, taken himſelf to Maplemount, where 
he is well known, and well received by the 


maſter of the manſion; and 1 rejoien! at his ab- 


ſence. 


Some moments of undeſeribable lende | 


Sir john! had prudendys during this fs of 
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ceeded. Julia, pale and trembling, appeared. 
Albert (cried ſhe) is n gone to chal- 
lenge Sir John, 

followed him to the Park, where 5 TY ſe 
and ſervant were W N 1 entreated: bis re- 
turn home. 
Never (ſaid he) till 1 have reſented: "injary, 
and chaſtiſed baſeneſs. 

The ſcene that tollo wed I cannot deſeribe; - 
for I ha ve no recolleQion of my own ſenſations. 

When more compoſed, the ear endeavoured 
to convince me that Ofkam was really the 
partner of her flight.” He added, Sir John has 
long ſuſpected there was bene ebnen be⸗ 
tween them 

Whby then my Lord; did Sir John wiſh 0 
make her Lady Bateman? 


A 


Oh, he never doubted her Lonsur; tonzhb 


ve. might her prudence — Beſides, having 
thoroughly inveſtigated the affair, I find Oſkam 
dined here, drank freely, and left the Priory 
early, nearly at the ſame time Ellen was miſſing. 

My dear papa (eried Julia) you are certain] 
miſinformed': Ellen ts not capable! of io” "mean 
an actiotn 


Ill dot be adwered, young ny! Retire 


to your apartment, and leave this matter to me, 

n pity, my Lord, order the carriage, a ird 
follow Albert to Maplemount nee us! 
„Ob, make yourſelt perfectiy eaſy, madam; 
Sir John will not fight him: he bas wed ine 
his word he will not. La Roche Will take cart 
of him, and/he will return improved. Hei is a 
maniac experience muſt cure. 


Pinding my uation excited ſo 1i tile ape 


thy, 1-wittidiew to che chamber of Julia, 
ubem I foupd greatly indifpoſeg. 
Axt inner Sir Jehn appeared, 4hd mne 4 


2 
ö 7 
* 
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great, merit of his forbearance.i in not fichting my 
ſon, who bad actually ſought him for gs 4 

ole, 
: Then he has been with you, fr? 

"Yew whiodn: | hn fam 9h e 

And whither is he gone? 

To London, in purſuit of bis charmer (aid 
the unfeeling wretch); but he will have a ne 
dance; tor ſhe has fairly diſtanced us ai, iT. 

. Here-he produced a letter, ſaid to be written 
by bis valet, and ſent to him expreſs; in which, 
alter begging pardon. for ſ ſupplanting bis maſter, 
he adds---The chaiſe is now Faun e convey 
us to the land of Hymen... -.. I 

I was ftaggered for a moment ; ; "bas Fe 
tion ſoon convinced me it {muſt be a forgery : 
but, as I could give no account of her retreat, I 
could not vindicate her conduct: and, had I 
ſhown the letter which was leit for me, it 
would have been deemed the effect ot her ar 
© fice, more. effectually to e Es. 1 bond 
| nearly, at the ſame, times Tord Sever — — 
nu. He came to inſorm us that Albert was ſet 
out towards London, and that he intended in- 
ſtantly following him: he begged vs to be com-- 
poſed, for that he would do l in bis pan ef to 
Fenn friend. fy ge, © 100 wit 9410 

I am come (ſaid he) at bis regueſt, to 8 | 

10 that he is ſaſe, and gone in ſearch of Ellen. 

le . N with us in thinking the reports ſo 

1 Ellen were thecfabrications af Sin 
bo, of whom he has dhe maſt deſpicable opio 

nion.—— 1 2 S ine 

Dear Sever W (eld Julia, viſing Fs her;ſqat, IF 

and preſenting her hand) how. Nane gs 
by your confidenge.inimy-poor;Ellenle-alds2 
it e ELD: god Tele; virtue Gn. 
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not. be. eclipſed by the calumny. —Truſt me, 
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me will. ride brighter from the miſt they haye 
thrown around her, --- 

At leaſt (cried Severn) my feet girl, we will 
never condemn her, till ſhe condemns berſelf. 

He ſoon alter departed, loaded with our bleſ- 
fn — 

ANOTHER day is paſt, and no news $ of my 
ſon. Sir John is here conſtantly; but I ſhun 
him as much as poffible. I am loſt in · conjec- 
ture.---Surely Ellen cannot have deceived me. 
My dear friend, if it is poſſible, do endeavour to 


trace theſe loved. tugi itives, for 


our-wretched friend, 
HARI ET, DznWaNT. 
a; 

THIS i is, my on ſivaat Ellen, nearly: the contents 
of her ladyſhip's letter. 

Alter I had twice peruſedit, my aunt cried- 
What thiak y vou now 'of Miſs Rutland's elope> 
ment 

- That: due is led Kan f Ferschdönz but with- 
out a companion. My life for her conduct l- 
As for this tory, it is too bare-faced to be 2 


momemubought of. Can tlie inſolent affertions 


of Sir John be ot ſufficientconſequence to ſtamp 
inf, on the character of Miſs Rutland — 
There is myſtery in this affair (ſaid Mrs. Me- 
Sede which time may develope -- . 
Not much to the honour of thoſe concerne: 
in the confpiracy (ſaid I); for I think the earl. 


ET not quite ſo innocent of this pretty calumoy * 


he would like to appear. --- ' + | 
For ſhame, Laura]! treat the repreſentative 


of Four father with more reſpect—— 


It is viewing him in that light (ſai&T) which 
rouſes my indignation; for he does not poſſeſs a 
ſingle virtue which adorned my father.--- 


Wa and I took an opportunity of returning to 


went and our little A >: 5 


ing: no 


impertinent attentians. . To.avoid his importu- - 


1 devoured the contents; and, all ecſtacy: could 
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Mrs . Merioneth gave a. turn to the converſa- 


my dreſſing- room, while my aunt was engaged 

in ving domeſtic orders. 
e, thouſand anxieties an me: 

I was in terror for your ſaſety--- alarmed: tor 

poor Merioneth-- and i in agonies tor 205 Der- 


was engaged to a 8 che — 
offbiliey of avoiding it, as 1 hed been ; 
invited fo or ſeveral Ls oe 


There Lord Langley oallerdd. —_ with nis 


nities, I lat down to play, put my partner out 
of humour, laſt every trick; called him ſome- 


times Lord Merioneth, but oftener Miſs Rut 
land; got up horrigly: out of init. 
yowed never to touch another card. 
On my return home, I was forerely le dured 
by Mrs. Merioneth, ho had witneſſed my in- 
conſiſtencies. 1 pleaded ill health, and hurried 
aff to bed; and. aroſe in the eren unte- 
reſh wp 

On my. entering the nid poem, 5 
welcome packet moſt agreeably pre ſenteditieli. 


ſcarcely command my features) ſufficiently: to 


prevent ſuſpicion; but, recolletting the neceſ- 
Bey there was for ſecrecy. till ſome method 
could LG deviſed of removing you farther from 
Wa plotting uncle and bisdete able accomplice, 


othed my, brow to the. fame PO caſt ir 
were the evening before, dg 07 25 bjuo 
”1 met my aunt at breakfaſt, SJ comsft-r 
Do not accuſe. me of duplichy, Ellen 18 , 
member. I have, the authority! of: an eminent 


writer, to. i int a Van, of v virtue aal 


7 W n 5 


gw 
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dertain they will be prou 
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poſſeſs art, though ſhe ſhould be ſparing in the 


uſe of it. 
We talked the ais over again and again; 


ug” my aunt declared ſhe could make nothing 


of it, Company dropped in, and I hurried off 
to finiſh my letier rr. 7528 
And here, my dear Ellen, let me give you 
the beſt advice in my power. Let me inform 
you that, ſince the commencement oſ this letter, 
your ſecgnd packet has come to hand. I think 
you had better remain in your ꝓreſent abode 
till I can inform you what plans Severn and 


Merioneth purſue to diſcover your retreat; 


Which Iwill, by ſome means or other, as ſoon 
Inform 


as I know where: to addreſs à letter. 
Merioneth that you are in à place of ſafety; but 
let me add, that ſhould any event occur to 
make- your. preſent retreat hazardous or un- 
pleaſant; and (though un willing to alarm ue) 
I-muſt coafeſs I have fears chat the perſon, who 

is ſaid to be your companion, is only employed 
to difcover your retreat; therefore, ſhould ne - 
ceſſity or prudence induce you to leave your 

preſent abode, go immediately to London; and, 

2 the houſe ot Mr. Harris, the late agent to 
my, father; (Whoſe addreſs I incloſed, with a 


letter) you will fiad a ſafe a uy ens Lam 
to contribute to 


your comfort. The dreary month of e 


der is ſaſt approaching, "which will hurrye ut to 
| e eee Sz . 5101999 97.21 Hong 
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00 Laura to Mifs” Rutland.” 
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ks. Merioneth bas juſt phone to" PA 

ae from Devonſhire, by which [learn that 
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Severn: found Merioneth with Clifford ; that 
they have been indefatigable i in their enquiries 
at every inn where it was likely Ars ou be 
r dut without ſucceſs. 

Deſpaiting of finding you in London, they 
are about to return into the dountry, "whore 
| — 5 thing you muſt be concealed. Merioneth 

rms be will not =, inch of ground nnr 
trod till he has found you: - And now the point 
is, will yen abide the fearch, or make an ime 
mediate: eſcape: Were it me, I do believe 
ſhould be half inelined to ſtay; and be diſco 
vered but this very defieate-poing I muſt leave 
o your — — ; only Lentreat yu oa 
Go me information of all your. AN 

#4 Toomaves. man e =xeH 5 = 

10..199V9 Jas 12 7 oy: 

2 -- MERCY-- on ee entering the. 
1our, -behold? Clifford was the To 126 
which preſented itſelfl. Surpriſe: truck mb 
ſpeechleſs, and 1 believe I looked ke a fool. 

At laſt, I tbiale, he ſaid chat be feareg, by 
my ſilence, I was offended- 21 his ep. 
writing tom. „ 

I told him, dhat 434 Hart obe Red to — 
reſpondence; L ns aſtoniſhed: he fnauld write 
without permiſſion. et & Du 111 16 12351151 

He ned his halt, ad 9 hard for 
puns Fe MOM V1S9Y +! OMG 180 * ; 
2 Haying: i ſeriouſly; offended, it 
would have been a mere farce to have pretend - 
ed violent anger; ſo 1 even ſuffered him to 
make his peace. — 

Fortune tor once Noce me! my aunt was 
gone to pay a friendly viſt. to à ſick dowager ; 
ang, while Clifford. was with me, ſent word. 
the: os. wt out. He; took. afingey ith 


"a 
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=: me; and from: im 1 learned that Merioneth 
and Severn , ha- e ſet out for Devon- 
„ 4 > 1 
He ſpeaks in high terms of Merioneth, and 
has no doubt of your innocence. I entirely 
agreed with him on that head, but was pro- 
rats filent on the ſubje& of your retreat. 
At length I cloſe thi. long. letter, and re- ; 
main your fincere friend, | 


„„ AL” <4.” 


” "es 
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mes? * Lv Maste g za. | | 
| | . cue e on. Vour 


manufeript (in, the 18 1 855 7 Satte 15 ) 
| Heguiled me of my tears.—How I , mournec 
ſufferings of your parents Hos I, e the 
; "brute, your grandfather |-How I admire Miſs 
| Rutland departed, and Miſs Rutland the ſur- 
1 vivor — ou muſt be bappy ;. fate owes. you 
| 2 recompence IA 555 miſeries it., inflied on 
| your friends. 5 BPs my de . 
| |. Jive for Ae b maſt al be be Le a 
1 know Lady py os dearly 1 1 
117 i aui (peak foreign to ihe 4 "aft ber 
11 heart, When ſhe condemns the attachment of 
[|] er fon. I with I could offer, 18581 an aſylum 
* here but Mrs. erioneth would, 1 am ſure, 
| © oppoſe it—fearful of appearing to ſanQion, by 
i Ws procedure, the diſobedience of her ne- 
„ phew, Hang this family pridg: |—what. PP" 
{ Þleſame old lunnher it is] 
| Here is poor Clifford, Alwolf afraid to ven- 
ture beneath our right zonourable roof ; but 
| when we come to London, I ſhall inſiſt, Fl 
being admitted as wy favourite. I put off 
| evil day as lot gas can, for I do nat like 
quarrel. with. Mes 'Merioneth—which x = 
will be the c: & Whenever ſhe diſcovers, that I 
admit Clifford 'as a love She is mere fond . 
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than ever of family diſtinfions, ſince her late 
reconcillation with her noble brother; : but ſhe 
is a good woman, and poſſeſſes a thouſar d * 
toes to compenſate for this oor 6 Lala 


SEEN 
- Miſe Rutland to Lay Lan. 


ö ey Farm, Oct. = 
TEN tüv hynks, My loved, eſteem- 
ed, ingenuous friend, our. Welcome 
packet, Which | I bare ja fetch hed from the 
| poſt- office; Many 15 5 of ache aAnxie 
| 4 1 * T 145 85 ſince the concluſion 'of my- TY 
ö ley er; your affectiönate ſolicitude, and 
q | K d aff e of friendſhip > Have, in ſome 
, 55 why keſtordd my almoſt 9705 ing ſpirits. 
BY Us avens! what a chain of complicated talſe- 
*hoods is my unhappy deſtiny obſcured with'! 
Arbe ſuppoſed ; See of the ſet vile 
Oſkam How could” the monſtrous idea ever 
ain, for a moment, the ear of reaſon ? But 
we dae aſſertets of it know its falſehood! 2 
© Dear Merioneth, how my heart beats with 
gratitude for, your generous confidence and un- 
ceaſing ſolicitude ! Nor am'T leſs: indebted to 
my ever-Ioved Lady Derwent, and ber amia- 
ble Jalia, 1 
 T thi it wift be Moll prudent to avoid, if 
poſſible, the meeting with, Merioneth. Write 
to him, dear. Thdre: : entreat him to be pa- 
dent; afure him of my innocence; tel bim | 
am ſafe, 1 would endeavour to be contented 
could I bearhhe' was happ PPy-. W 
' Jaccept, with gratitude, 4 kb kind recom- 
mendation to Mr. Harris; where I will pas- 
tiently remain till Te a 19201 in 
: 2 | 
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London (which, I hope, will not be long) ; 
and then we will determine what plan to pur- 
fac ; Whether to make a — 7 hg application to 
my grandfather, or N avow my reſi- 


dence, and fink en tune for my fu- 
ture ſubfftence : ns Derwent once in- 
formed me, that ſhe kad never touched the 
principal; for, when the intereſt was not ſut- 


ficient, ſhe had herſelf made up the deficiency, 


Generous Lady Derwent !---nexer will I re- 


| Pay ſuch goodneſs with the baſeſt ingratitude. 


Aclien, my kind, my confiderate friend 
und believe that, in my oriſans, Lady Laura 
and the deſerved partner of her heart are ever 


remembered by her grateful and affeQionate 


ELLEx RUTLAND.” 
p. S. By lab waits or'other, entreat Me- 
rioneth not to ſeek Sir John. Oh, my triend, 
you know nat the agony T feel at the bare * 
poſition of ſuch an event. . 73 6 


LETT ER "XVI | 


e 70 Sir Jenn Bateman., 
fAvy Farm, Oct. ao. 
GIVE me 3ay, your Honour !- I have at 


aſt diſcovered: the retreat of your. .charmer. 


Many à weary mile have Itravelled in purſuit 
.of her, little thinking ſhe was the whole time 
within twenty miles of thre Priory. Ah, gold! 
potent gold !---where is the charm thy- influ- 

ence will not unbind?- Aided by this powerful 


Auxiliaxy, I am now nen from a cham- 
ber adjoining the one occupied 5 


our fair. 
I think, if all my plans anſwer, will not 
Deep-another night beneath his roof, - But, 


; F your honci ey We t 00; N Your 


got Tooting, here. 
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0 be early underſtood, I . go _ 
to the time we both (ſo ag yr for. m 
fehemes) made our exit from the Priory.” 
Now you muſt know, from the Goals ic cir- 
cumftance of her being up the night we at- 
e. her chamber-door, I concluded the. 
s plotting her eſcape; and I bad ſeem the 
Vluſtering Merioneth walking part of the night. 
upon the lawn, as if waiting her arrival. It 
was this induced me to propoſe your getting 
into her room, where you might poſſibly have 
made your own terms with her: at leaſt, your 
being alone all night wich ber, migbt have 
raiſed ſome doubts in the min of her ſpark,” 
which mighr have worked their final ſepara- 
tion; for L intended whiſpering, in the morn- 
ing, among the ſervants, where, your hongur 
had paſſed the nigbt; and you Know, from. 
the earl we bad nothing to fear. But here We 
were foiked, 2nd wy. Nabe. were all to be treſh 
laid. 
I was very particular in waickivg her; 3 and, 
the day you and the family dined at Maple- 
mount, 1 was'very attentive to the lady's. mo- 
tions. I ſaw; her walk on the, lawn; but ſbe 
did not appear as it ſhe intended to go any ſar- 
ther, However, during the time we gentry | 
. of, the pantry were taking our uſual glaſs, the 
Jady i in queſtion fairly Ge aeg us. From 
calculation of the time, it occurred to me that 
ſhe muſt have taken the caravan, which paſſes 
the Priory three times a weeks on its up 
meet the mail. 
No ſooner was 1 intormed of der departure, 
but this thought occurred ; and no ſooner. did 
it occur, than-I'determined-to follow her. Eo, 
ioſtantly ſaddling Sorrel, 1 ler out in purſult 
ot her. 
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A rode for ſome miles before I ſaw a ſoul. At 
laſt I came to a-turnpike; Ienquired it any car- 


riages were on the road; and w told, ſeveral. 
Was the caravan one? 


In a ſurly tone, I was bid . and * io 


I did ſo; and after about an hour's hard 
riding, overtook: a ſtage- waggon; and, trom 
the driver, I learned that the caravan was 
about two miles defore Sig: as he Jugged by 


4 , 


Night was eme on, and = in a firange. | 


road. 1 again put ſpurs to Sorrel, but with- 


out effect; for, like Balaam's aſs, ſhe: would 
not move a ſtep. I then perceived; that, in 
my ardour to get on, I had miſſed the road; 
as the waggon I had beſore paſſed ſeemed, by; 
the ſound, to be now in a different divefion.: +: 
What was to be done d Sorrell ſtill teſiſied 


my ſpurring; and I was obliged to diſmount, 


and lead him, 1 in hopes of gaining: 7 ſhelter: 
for the night. 1 


At laſt I came tos miſerable oral a 5 


ſalely lodgedemy ſullen companion, and * . 7 
0 


to make the uſual enquiries about the obje 
my purſuit. Tomy great mortification, I was 


informed, that the caravan muſt be, by this 


time, at M, where it would meet the mail; 


and that the 'paſſerigers ia it were an elderly 
gentleman ail» a very handlome young lady, 


who looked very ill, and wanted to ſtay there 
all night. How] damned e. | - der could 
not accommodate her! 


But (added my n 1 * Gn if you: 


want that young lady, you may find her to- 


morrow at M****; for, I am certain, ſhe cans: 

not purſue her jqurney.- I hope not (tought 

I); but, you may ſuppoſe; I did not ſay ſo. -- 
There was no conn PIE: that could carry 
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me on to NM ſo] wWas neceſſitated to ſtay the 
night where Iwas. I lat up in the chimney- 
corner, as there was no bed to ſpare; and, in 
the morning, to my great mortification, found 
Sorrel was really lame.—-Here was another 
diſa ppointment;zas'T had to wait ſome time for 
a higgler's cart, that was N there on its - 
way to MWe, i; eite : 
At. length the cart came; and «ivory convey- 
ance it was; but better than none.---I put up 
at the inn where the mail went trom, and re- 
commenced my enquiries concerning the paſſen- a 
gers in the caravan. They went on in the 
mail, was the anſwer I received: | au ioc 
It was from Me that 1 1 letter to 


your honour, thinking it, migbt give the ladies 


of the Priory! ſome doubts· Of her conduct: i 
they did not credit ĩt, they could not contute it; 
which would effectually pre dont their ien 
receiving her at the Prior 


Fr om thence I took po: -chaiſe bn Woofer 


ſearehe&everyihn, queſt inne de very coachman, 
bribed every chambermaids. but gained no in. 
tapmntjion. od ode pus lsufu 903 $.45m 05 
Art le amb alter» imme Gitignes; I gat: 
fight ofith the identical, driver>0of the mail, MO 


| Informed me, that he had ſeen! ſuch a perſon a2 


I deſeribed, at the inn at Me, withran old gen- 


tleman; the latter he brought to town ; but the! 


lady was dett behind... 1% badoolode 


Here; at laft; was ſomething like a clas. ts 


work from. I repleniſhed my purſe, bypledginga 
my gold watch, as Twas not: ꝓrevided with caſh 


for o long jburney; and, ſeating myſelfiin then 


Wait, was loon whirled back agu tO Me. coo: / 
Look up my-lodgidg atthe:inn I Hhna ve hefore 
named; but, thinking the landlady was ingtie 


leerer by the ſhort anſwer ſhe Deira en 


1 w_ * 
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to my enquiries, I made no. more, but looked» 
out for myſelf. did ſo; but without ſucceſs.--- 
I traverſed every inch of ground on which ſtood 
a houfe, and peeped into every place likely to 
contain a human being; but could not diſeo- 
ver the object of my ſearch. | 
Hopeleſs of finding her, I was this day taking 
a ſolitary glaſs of wine after dinner, and rumi- 
nating on the curſed aukward figure I ſhould 
cut before your honour, on my return te you, 
and plotting what account I ſhould give to che 
ladies at the Priory, when aſked aſter my fu 
poſed companion; when, to,my utter aſtoniſh- 
ment, ſhe paſſed theroom [own ſitting in.—-Sbe 
advanced to the bar, in tbe very dreſs ſhe had 
on when ſhe left the Priory, and aſked, it chere 


* 


» 
” 2 


were any letters for Miſs Sedgwick? 
You have bad many a weary. walk. after 
them, miſs, (ſuid mine hoſteſs ;). but (preſenting 
the letters) they are come at laſt. 8 107 hg 

She courteſied her thanks, haſtily paid for 
wem, and inſtantly depaxted; and I as baſlily 
followed to trace her retreat. 
Unperceised, 1 faw her enter a neat farm- 
houſe, about a mile from the, road; and, being 
ſatisfied as to the place of 'her abode, J was re- 
turning to my inn, when a decent - looking man 
Ten T fuppoſe, had obſerved me frequently 
160k back)blupdy are me, who I was look- 
- "Thinking I might profit by bis acquaintance, 
8 Tſuppoſed tb ctonged tothe boule. 1 ſighed 
_ Uteply, and told him, I was in . of an un- 
Bappyyou ng woman, who had Ned from the beſt 
_ *df filends'd1g tendereſt of huſbapds, who were 
inconſolable 67 ber Ioſſs. 
ae exed me with curioſity, and was. sutentive 
un n 51 
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Lam ordered by her buſband, (laid 1) to give. 
this purſe (ſhaking one with a few guineas in it) 


to the firſt perſon who ſhall ive me the leaſt 


+ 


information of her. 


Say you ſo, my lad? then, abep. 1. am 
your man. IS ſhe handſome? _ i 
As an angel! : 


Come on, then; you ſhall ate pech at a 


nation pretty girl, my wife has got for a lodge: : ; 
Ey: mind the bargain. 


II it ſhould be my fifier, the purſe 3 is all. your 
own, 

ond nac omar your” 8, iß he belongs 
to you: — o let us 8⁰ finiſh the bargain over a 
tankard. Mi 


2 ranked" bat. declined. his offer ; ; ſaying, 


| ſhould my poor ſiſter ſce me ſo _unexpedtedly, I 


might- have the "worſt of conſequences. .1f it 
was her he ſpoke of, ſhe muſt be flawly Prey | 


pared for an interview. 


Come along (ſaid my ipviter); our young 
gentlewoman is mainly well-bred, and never 


comes into a room Without, knocking at the 
door; fo you may eafily ſtep, out of the way. 
Four Tosbep 1 may Ta ppoſe I did pot want 
much 'entreating ; ſo in he went. 

I was ihtrodbcetl to the good woman of the 
canes; and ton. them 4 probable, and ſorrows. 
ful tale: that my ſiſter, whom I was Teeking, 
had been lately married to a moſt. e 


gentlemen; 'but had, without giving any reaſon, 


eloped from him; that ſh Ee was the. tre young 
creature in the world; and we. are all certain, 


that an unhappy malady mult Have touched 


to ſuch diſtreſs. 


her brain, or the would not 


ha de leit us 4 prey 
It is mainly ſhocking (faid mine oſt but | 


where is her huſband? 


. 


\ 


myſelf io be ſeen till T had morer time to, re- 
fle in what manner tl act. n At laſtithey ſent 
me upaſtairs, A fair one retires for inen 
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No: improper queſtion; and it would haves 


; puzzled ſome ſhallow fchemers to have” EY; 


ſwered it: but I cannot be eaſily put out ot my 
way; and to increaſe the pathos of my tale, | 
replied, that he was ſo 3 e no dared 
not leave his chamber. of 
Good lack! it: is Jeadly: ende And 
Always thought there--was ſomething very 
ſtrange in young madam's manner; for you 
muſt know, ſhe begged, as if it were for life, 
that my gaffer and J would never anſwer any 
queſtions about her; and, if any body aſkeÞ 


| where:ſhe came from, we were to ſay, from a 


nunnery in France. Beſides ſhe: writes, and 


ſends to tow ii tor books, and reads them all day 
long; and ſometimes her poor eyes are fo; red 


With crying, it grieves one's heart tb 100K at 


her. But; Phope, it this is the ſame young 
lady:that yo are looking for, that you won't 
go to vex and plague her, when you get her 
back; for, poor faul! ſhe muſt not be blamed 0 
tor her afflictions, F& Lor gVi 3 Ilia {<> cots 8 
No; ; neverthall it be named to her (ſaid I) g 
We only want to get her home, and ſhe ſhall 
then be entirely her own: miſtreſs: and, if ſne 


can give her mather any reaſons Why the dif!» 


likestoilive withither uſband, he has agreed to 


allo her anãucome, and let her er to her 


mather. # is „best Nam ** bas ole 8 ye 
They aid; e very good, and vaſt] 


kind; but} as it was time 12 to come dowh 
to ſupper Imuſt retirmmmmme nn pi 


E propoſed;returamg ache inn 'The night 


- was dark and wet, and the farmer oppoſed it. 


I warmly proteſted, that would not ſuffet 


— —————_——  —— 


SY 
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night, when Lam lto Join them a againg "and con- 
ſult how to proceed. HN 50 . 


Always provided with writi ifa * 
have written thus far 0. chamber ad- 


. joining Ellen's: but I now bear her retire, and 


lock her door: I muſt, therefore; teal ſoftly 


do wn ſtairs to meet my neceſſary allies. DIO 
21% gaidtomoel 3 Fi: 
B09 Five Oclock in the morning,O. 21. 
: 1} Eg 2 (In conti nuatiun. N 


ON my return laſt night, to mine post, we 
talked: over various plans, and T found he 
would be very obedient to any one I ſheuld 
adopt: ſo we drank ſucceſs ta our zuſt deſignus, 
and future ha ppineſs to my ſiſter; till the x 4 
ale operated ſo very powerfully on all three, 
(for Mrs. Jones was one of the councih) that it 

1 great difficulty we aſcended the ſtairs. 

I got into the chamber, Ithrew'my+: | 
ſelf. upon the bed, and never woke till fire 
o'clock. this morning. It is to early to begin 
action; ſo I will give you a Cotta an gr” 
plamb : vd o beaten od 1 Hat 19926 {of 

1 firſt informed them, chat I ſaw the lady 
clearly as ſhe came up ſtairs, peeplag from the 
door, holding it a- jar; that ſhe did mot perceives - 
me; and that ſhe was the verh. ſiſter ITwas 
looking for; that I would, ang this morning, 18. 
ww a Chaiſe and two men ready in the raaeb/# 

er tlie: garden hedge, | where ſhe:always / 
wh ks: for balf an hour before brealetaſt; When 
the weather is favourable; and, tHanks to dame 
Fortune, for an autumnal morning, this ig 4A 
very fin , M t ne nw bas Ae 
I intent forwarding his to your honour: | 
through the means of the farmer; and do deln 


count ſor my ſeudiag a meſſengers; Iſhall teil- 
him, that ante eve dein with my 


Lys 
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ſiſter, that vou may de prepared to receive her: 
and ſhe the better reconciled to returning home. 

I muſt be excuſed for remarking, that as mo- 
ney is the very ſoul of intrigue, your honour 
muſt, for ance, wave your partiality for it. I 


muſt "have a draught on your banker for, at 


leaſt, two hundred pounds, forwarded to me at 
the boule ot Craddock; where I mean to take 
your faſcinating tair one. Craddock is faithful, 
but ſhe muſt be well paid; and, from the plan 
I have laid dawn, 1 think here. is now no dan- 

ger of Lord 3 being Ho orehand With 
i : and. yet I would give fifty gaineas. to 
know where, thoſe letters came from, which 1 
ſaw her receive, If they were from her deary, 
he will be a deviliſh while before he gets an an- 
ſwer!--. But, hold! 1 hear, the farmer in the 
yard, and muſt go to ſecure his 5 oo gs 
remind him of his laft night's. promiſes. 

— 7 * 1 N 
TT is all ſettled. A man waits. 10 convey 
this to your hohour. The tarmer's wife is 
gone to market, and hei is going into the fields. 
I muſt inftantly to the inn, and briag down a 
chaiſe. Bribery will ſecure the driver in my 
intereſt, and we ſhall ineet no obſſructions from 
the tamily.— It is near tlie hour of Miss Rut- 
land's rifing, and T am off to prepare for her. 
Haſten the draught, and follow, as ſooh as poſ- 
br to ſecure your charmer, and applaud .j- 
„Naur devoted denen. 
1 — ' 7 * 
T1 ETTER XI 

"Often to Sir John Wile,” 


122 October ber 63, EA 
HELL and faries | I am a8 LRU rl 


and by 4 Woman 100 80 wy us all nd 


\ * 
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ſchemes were laid! ſo properly my whole plan 


adjuſted !---when (to my eternal 1. — this 


merh in woman's form is miles 


exend my 
reach. a 
*Þ That ſend this exprels to Maplemouat, 


where conclude you are, and where I think 


von had better continue 3 as you may hear in- 


telligence in Devonſhire that may lead to the 
diſcovery of ber retreat. Perhaps the will xe- 


turn to che Priory i- Feeling ſo de ilihly mor- 


tified, I have ſcarcely patience 46 recount. the 
2 iculars of my diſappointment : and yet to 
5 


1 of pegligepce, 1 uſt relate whe 
ele e e ug, 1 elt off at the mo- 


meve of e gain 10th np, to 


ing the 
cbaiſe to che farm. The chaiſe 


ready » 


and two tout fellows nete to abſt me in 


TConvehüng her over che hedge. 

Not knowing any one Whs near me, 1 was 
relating to wy aſſiſtantꝭ the pe there was 
for their ſteady cxertions, that the ſereams of 
the lady mult not alarm them, that ſhe had 
broke out of a private madhouſc, In puri 

to make 'away with herſelf, and that I was 


| Boing to take ber 10 her friends, who would 


never wore ſuffer her to leave their own. bouſe. 
Still tanther to fatisfy, their conſciences, 1 


each a guinea; wath' a He of farther rr 
ward: e eto we 


demſelves 8 
My bumkiss lifteped and believed ; but mine 


bot, ſuddenly interrupting me, _ if ahe 


ung wore a blue riding · dr 
Janſwered in- the aſſu mativ . 


Then yon pate younlelabe arouble f 


going to armer es's; for chat oun W is 
many miles Fre Fr dere. | ? : 


* 5. Dare you'! ae boch a 


gave 


— 


— OT wt ee ooo ——ů—˙i—[—ũ“ > 
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«falſehood ? 1 baue juſt left the houſe the is 


now in. 
(aid he,"dryly)* for I think ſhe, is at feaſt 
* forty miles diftant, re. 
Ny bumkits; who had been previouſly paid, 
were now4linking off, rather inclined to grin at 
"my diſappointiuent. All that T could learn of 
the landlord was, that a young lady, whom he 
had before ſeen come there for letters, came 


2 


KEY TOE 2 e EY N. 
you are 4 deviliſh' 0 traveller! 
x 


the mail, in which ſhe eagerly ſecured 4 ſeat 
that ſhe had nothing with her bu A ſfoall-bun-- 
dle.; and told the driver the * going the 


Taft night to the houſe, i few” migütes before 


Iethougzht her flight was occafidned by the let 
"ters ſhe Had ſo lately received; and that The | 


ras actually gone to London, to place herfelf 


A 


under the prote8tion 'of Merioneth. Bor your 
iatehigence of his being in'Devonſhire entirely 
overturns that ſappoſition,s "oO 
-* Uncertain on What to determine; I returned 
to the Fat," The landlord's "intelligence was 
literally tiue: She was miſſed at breakfaſt, and 
ſought for without effet. A note found in her 
room, implied that ſhe knew of my being in 


- purſuit of her, with the UtteFcontempt ſhe 


elt for me ahd my employers. The ſmall ſum 


due to the farmer Was likewiſe left with the 
Stein 0% 529 £319 asg 280 501 50 
At. this inſtant, à decent-locking man; in 
black, made bis appeatznce, 1 found, by the 


- 


reſpec paid him} that he Was 10 lefs 4 pero 
yage'thawthe Village cufate! Ihe farmer in- 
family began telling him the tale, and con- 
cluded” by ſhowing” him the note. I enden 
d n d gmi 0) MAGE 208 GUESS 107 T8153 


11 U 5 | 
17 4 N 2 Sir John's letter does not 2 ne 


— 


— 
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f garde to ſupport my on caufe, but without 


- Mr, Jones, ſaidche, JPY have been deceived: 5 


an inſane woman cou Id pot haye written that 
bote. I lament that your cr WIRE 


has forced 
We A. e oman from a 1 9 1 ; 
but yet [ truſt, chat power Who guards the in- 
Wh will Alike ſecure herfrom the-arts x of! her 
n ſex, ang the ma chinations of ours. 


Re On & © preaching fool! There be 


ut to ſexmopize me; ſo, ſans cęremoni, 
e e ee To 


r. this. 4 540 

vow, 1 fupp! ly lone rene in la- 

| 2 JI 1 or, ie þ, chin tage E your LAY 

mio 1 our comman $.to, 

dock, 17 a 1 take up my ged. 5 ä 
on my un emitting, attention, 19 procure 

e Zeſy on the. Rank formation 


f ſucceſs voted. 08K 
1 PETR 4 14 W vlt Ide of mare. Tevice ts 


our . tor jou to continue pear the Pri- 


ory a few weeks longer, . 8 there none v5 me ” 
ME e gon bride for inteſ}gr0es ef. | 


9 At 10 LE rr ER XX. rz 


J 


» 4 „10 9 de 
Al ng Si ohn to 2 326 
18 N 0. lam. 1 10 3, 

; „10 


n 
SL LIVED 2115. OV. 1. | 
480 e jol tvs 992 20 you ; Fand ſuch | 
egg, Meg Why, did Wr foree her 
$94: thei 94 moment, you had ſigh tot her er 
ou Would have me flay Heresrbrt — Lo 
Either, 10 fight tor a, woman, or be.poſhed.as 


| coward. Ve e Ibo eee 


Landon, to Masch your; condud}y” and, mind 


that you attempt not again to im oſe on the 


confidence res I EMAT. 


— 


.- houſe I reſided. All your ſuſpicions ruſhed 


144 ' DERWENT EPRIORT. 
Miſs Rutland to Lady Laura. 
8 e London, Nov. 4. 
AGAIN, my charming friend, has your per: 
ſecuted Ellen been unexpeRedly hurried from 
ner retreat; but, profiting by your kiadneſs, 
I am now ſafe under the hoſpitable roof of 
your friend Harris, who endeavours, by every 
poſſible means, to reſtore my health, and 
emu 8 boy, Fe hopes of ſoon 1 85 
our la ip, with the certainty of bein 
ala in a oe of ſafety, will, I think, —4 
rate powerfully te the reſtoration of bord. 
To account tor my ſudden journey to this 
capital, I muft inform you, that, immediate] 
after I bad cloſed my laſt letter, I vgs ſtruck 
with aſtoniſhment on beholding Oſkam in 
earneſt converſa tion with the farmer at whoſe 


with force on my memory: I had go doabt 
but my retreat was diſcovered, and perbaps 
ſome plan jo agitation, which would place we 
in the power of Sir Johhnn. 
I ruminated on my fituation till the hour of 
ſupper. - In the firft moment of ſurprize I had 
flown from the window, fearful of being ſeen ; 
and, by ſo doing, Joſt the advantage ot know- 
ing whether Oſkam was in the houſe, or whe 
ther de was gone on: I was willing to hope 
the latter, as he was in à travelling. dreſs, 
though not on horſe-back. . e 
In this ho pe, I, as uſual, met the family at 
ſupper ; when [ was given to underſtand that 
particular enquiries were making alter a run- 
away lady: the fin of ingratitude, too, was 
{lightly touched on; and, in ſhort, (from the 
| loquacity of Mrs. Jones) enough tranſpired, to 
tell me, I was betrayed. | 7 
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1 bock o notice ot the Giſcoprſe ; for 1 
dared not truſt myſelf to anfwer, fearing the 
tremor.of my vice would betray that I knew 
but tao well the abject they allgded to; and, 
8 had not before related any pattirulurs of 
mx ſituation, I did not feel at that time diſ- 
poſed to admit tbem to my confidence : beſideb 
they might have ſuppoſed all I cen, — bar was 


only made up tarſerve — 4 own 8 T0 
m 


beni de arne, od) ine 


cxedulous tu diſtinguiſh 
my . could have been of 
no ſerxice ; as. they poſſeſſed neither abilities 


nor power to ene ſecure 


me from avtifice, 


WE O0 


-departute,:iLearly retired tompebambery 
where I was for ſome time employed in voll- 


| ing my few neceſfaries together. $99182 


ning the room I occupied s one not 


ue E abel the family, except | on particulardoca- 
ens. Suddenly 18 the door ꝙpen, and 


ſome one entrit. My ſenſes nearly Sorfook 
me ; for a preſentiment occurred; that Ofkam | 


Was theres? {tt ns wil fig do ossi 


/ Gracious; God | I) fen what am To 
thus ra pupiued Wand why. ſo oruelly tormemed ? 
After a moment's) recollection, I determined 


15 om leaving the farm that very night f d who 


could tell but the next day might deprive me 
of the power to Jeave:it?—My:;parcet ws 


already complete, and I had on my:travelling 
dreſs; which was wtonvenient and xamfortable. 


„e e clock k the mail, I e a 
new, would peſanat twelve. I opened mp! - 


2 and liſtened for ſome time. (Alt was 


ſilent. I. ventured: down ſtairs; and, with - 


8 ee door. 


754.1. 1 I 15 2 
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The dog knew my foot, and only ſilently 
fawned. I pulled the door after me, and, un- 
moleſted, gained the road. 

The inn at M was not quite a mile 


from the farm. To this place I hurried on, 


with all the reſolution I could command. The 
night was dark and wet: but I heeded it not ; 


for the jarring elements make but little impre 


fion on the body when the mind 1 is at variance 

with peace. 
At length, wet and weary, 1 exined the i inn, 

The miſtreſs ſeemed ſurprized at my appear- 


| ance, but forbore making any impertinent en- 


quiries. I followed her to a private room, 
where ſhe humanely buſied herſelf in drying 


my clothes. My hair, which had bung over 


my ſhoulders, was dripping wet: this I dried, 
as well as time would permit; and waſhed my 
head with brandy, to prevent. cold, at che 


. earneſt requeſt of my kind hoſteſs. What I 


moſt feared for, was a note in the crown of m | 
Hat, but it e 6 eſcaped i injury. 1 dran 
ſome mulled wine, changed my ſhoes, put on 
a cap, which I bad not before thought of; and 
by this time the mail arrived. 

"My kind hoſteſs procured mie A place. The 


| Aayed but to change horſes. I entreated her 


acceptance of a ſmall trinket, which I fortu- . 


nately had in my pocket when I left the Prio- 
xy. She received it politely, and aſked if there 


were any thing elſe in ber e that ſhe could 


| do to ſerve me? 


"Only (ſaid I) to be ſecret, if you ſhould hear 


me enquired for. 


She promiſed for herſelf; but could not for 
her huſband, who ſhe was forry had ſeen me. 
1 ſtepped i into the mail; and after a katiguing, 


- bang ſafe * 1 was OY: to find 


TW - P 
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myſelf at the houſe of Mr. Harris, whoſe wife 


7 received me with undiſguiſed good- humour. I 
10 have been a week their inmate, but have not 
le before had power to uſe my penn. | 
>» And now, my kind, my affectionate friend, 
TA accept my moſt grateful thanks for the intereſt 
ng you have taken in my affairs. In this houſe 

y ſurely, I am free from danger. Never can ! 

* be ſufficiently thankful to Providence for my 


moſt fortunate eſcape from the ſnares of Oſkam. 

1 hurry from the idea: it ſickens my very heart. 
__ Write to me, I beſeech you; and be parti 
cular in your enquiries after the family in De- 
yonſhire. I muſt till defire your ſecrecy as to 

my. ſituation : the utmoſt I can agree to, is 

that Lord Merioneth ſhould be informed I am 

in a place of ſafety. This wiſh I think I hinted- 

in a former letter, and doubt not but you have 
betore this given him that intelligence. 
After your ladyſhip's arrival in London, 1 

bill determine on ſome plan for my future reſi- 

dence. I will write to Tard Merionetb, if you 

Ad can forward me his addreſs. I will endea vour 

| to convince him of the neceſſity of our ſepara- 

: tion—I will perſuade him to ſubmit to ills. we 

77 cannot alter-- to wait the dawning of . N 

1 days, in tall confidence of my inviolate affec- 

p tion for him. Ves, my friend, I can write to 
TI” him; but I muſt not truſt myſelf to ſee him. 1 

ond could not witneſs his unbiaſſed affection: I 

l could not hear bis ardent entreaties, without 


"ao forgetting at once the reſoldtions I have form- 

meer ed, and the obligations I owe his family. The 

Che ſubject becomes painful: I muſt cloſegy let> 
ter. Farewel, and do not fail writing do burt 


wing affectionate ELLEN RUTLAND. 
ö find hr eee eee „ 


$ 
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me: LETTER XXII. 
Lady Laura to Mifs Rutland. 
Mx DEAR ELLEN, 
© Twickenham, Nov. 9... 
Your pretty epiſtle was, at the. time it 
Vas delivered, the beft cordial my heart could 
receive. At any time, news of your ſafety 
muſt be welcome: but I have been, ſince the 
concluſion of my laſt letter, particularly anzi- 
ous for you; fearing that you muſt either ſuf- 
fer Merioneth to diſcover your retreat (for I 
have no doubt but he will ſearch every. village 
in Devonſhire) or be expoſed to 1 jour - 
ney, in nah L teared the agent of Sir John 
might, b 7 ſome means or other, gain ſight of 
vou. All my conſolation was, that, if you did 


5 5 I had ſortunately provided an aſylum 
for en I wrote to Mrs. Harris, to prepare 


her for your appearance, and to confine her to 
ſecrecy on the ſubjeR : that done, I waited 
with much anxiety for the letter which I yeſ+ 


1 terday reteived. Need I fay I xejoiee in all 


our eſcapes, and heartily copgratnjate u 
being at laſt in a place ot ſafety ? 
I I forwarded, before the arrival of your laſt 
letter, an anonymous note to Merioneth, in 
which I aſſured him of your ſafety; this I ſent. 
by a private hand to London, to be there put 
into the poſt · office, that there might be no ſaſ- 
Picions where it came from. 1 have heard 
nothing from the Priory ſince my laſt. Keep 
up your ſpririts; we ſhall ſoon be in London; 

and then I hope to place you in a fituation at 
once eligible, agreeable, and (I truſt) beyond 
either the inſolence or the ar uüßce of your 3 — | 


_- fecutor,-. 


' Heigho, nien . do o you conjeRure—yil you. | 
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| bell eve, that Iam abſolutely on the point of 


commencing Beatrice? I ſuppoſeyou are a true 
woman, and on the rack of curiofity to know 
how'this wonderful event has fo ſuddenly been 
brought ſo near to a concluſion; and, as you 

are a great favourite, I will relate particulars. 
Know, then, that one morning laſt weck, I 
was juſt ſet down alone to the breakfaſt table; 
Mrs. Merioneth, rather unwell; had taken her 
breaktaft in bed---ſuddenly the door opened, 


rand Clifford, pale and diſordered, ae, nis 


appearance. T was not ſo much: ſurprized at 
the viſit, as at the early hour in which it was 
made. I haſtily advanced to him, and-anxiouſs 
ly enquifed the cauſe of his diforder. + 

” My ſweet Laura (cried he) compaſſionates 


my diſtreſs:-- will ſhe generoufly your and 


ſoothe my diſappointments? - 

Can you (ſaid I) for a moment doubt my 
willingneſs 20 participate and ſoothe your ſor- 
rows, from whatever ſource they may aviſe? 

I do not doubt (cried he); for you are an 
angel, born to comfort me: but, ah my love, 
all the golden dreams with which Plutus fa- 


voured me, are vaniſhed into air --thin air l 


„And is that all? (ſaid I, laughing) - Did 1 
not propheſy; that an honeſt heart would be a 


bad companion to the ſhrine of tortune? But 


come! take ſome breaklaſt; and ten, 1 
talk over this woeful tale. 
During our repaſt he, related che following: 


circumſtances:--+but take his on words. 


© Immediately after my appointment to the: 
office I held, Lord Derwent informed me, the 
if Fexpected to puſh my fortune with ſucceſs, 
muſt pay implicit obedience to my ſuperior; in 
office. This obedience was ſeverely — 
and conſiſted of all that en and e ea 
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"poſhbly conceive; but I bore it without mur- 


muring, unwilling to offend Lord Derwent, 
and hoping that, on his arrival in- the metropo- 


lis, I might perhaps get the ſervile duties of my 
Nation leſſened; or, through his intereſt, effe 
a remove into ſome-other department. + 


In the mean time I was expected to atten 
Public dinners and private parties, and to ſwell 
the liſt of dependents at the great man's levee. 


1 ſeldom attended theſe oftentatious meetings; 


which I ſoon found was conſtrued into ne- 


'_ gle of duty, and complained of to Lord Der- 
went, from whom I received a long written re- 
monſtrance on the conſequence of my diſobedi · 
ence. He complained loudly of my neglect of 
his friends, fligh 
my conduR, and urged me to be more attentive 
in future. | : = 


tly binted at the ingratitude of 


© Not to merit the epithet ungrateful, Ten- 


deavoured to overcome my diſlike to Mr. Rs 


33 and more frequently attended them. 
He wag relaxed his arrogance, and frequent- 
ly condeſcended to ſpeak to me [no trifling ta- 

vour in thoſe circles.]J The buſineſs of office, 
in which he had uſed to be very troubleſome, 


he now left entirely to my management, and of- 


ten complimented me on accuracy and diſpatch. 


I was more at eaſe, and began to look forward 
vith hope to future happineſs. 


My Laura (I would mentally ſay,) is ſupe- 
ior to trifling delays; my income is equivalent 


to a genteel eſtabliſhment ; ſhe will generouſly 


. diſpenſe with greatneſs; and a few months 
more may make her all my own, Thus was I 


ſituated, when calling one morning on buſineſs, 


I was ſhown into Mr. R***""s dreſſing- room. 
He was alone. | | 


. 


- *« Clifford, (faid he, with the moſt compla- 


— 


* - 


cent ſmile imaginable) you were poſitively the 
_ laſt perſon in my thoughts. q 
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„ | bowed, and he proceeded— e 
Clifford, I think you need not be told, that 


have a very great regard for you. Indeed, 1 


promiſed my friend Derwent, that I would ſet 


you in a way to make your fortune. Your ta- 
lents for buſineſs are good, and an opportunity 


has occurred ot uſing them to advantage: there 
is a very lucrative ſituation now in my power 
to give you. It is in India: but what is the 


- - place to a young man who has his fortune to 
make? and you will in that ſtation make it ra- 
pidly. I dare fay, in ten years, you will be 


worth fifty thouſand pounds; and, as a long 


voyage may not be agreeable without a compa- 
nion, I have, as a farther proof of myfriendſhip, 


provided you one, whoſe faſcinating powers 


(affecting to ſigh deeply) I am but too well ac- 
quainted with, Nor is there another man on 
earth, to whoſe care I would confide her. 
I I ſuppoſe my looks betrayed my diſlike of 
theſe halt formed propoſals; for he, exclaimed 
Lou do not appear, Clifford, to reliſh the 


s 
4 


plad4; ow ade 5 7 
&« I cannot ſay, Mr. R, that I underſtand. 


it. Vou muſt be more explicit. 


& He endeavoured to evade, for the preſent, T 


any farther diſcourſe on the ſubject; however, 


Il was determined that he ſhould clear up his 
myſteries, and beſet him ſo forcibly with queſ- 
tions, that I drew from him ſomething like an 


outline of his plan. It was ſimply this: his 


way of life had much exceeded his income, and - 
be found it neceſſary to ſeek a lady whoſe for- 
tune might repair the wreck of his own. Such 


an one he had found ; but her friends objected 


to the union; until a trail fair one, who reſided 
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in his houſe, and who was known to. bave 
great influence over him, ſhould be 'atherwile. 
ciſpoſed of. He had made her a genteel ſettle- 
ment, and propoſed her retiring from him. 
This was not ſufficient tor the friends of the in- 
tended Mrs. R****; they poſitively inſiſted. 
that he ſhould procure her a hufband, and. 
fend her out of the kingdom; and this very 
Honourable office Mr. Re intended for me.” -. 

„ You, my dear Laura, who had permitted 
me to look up to virtue and excellence like 
your's, may judge the contempt with which I. 
received ſuch inſulting intelligence. It is ſuffi- 
cCient to ſay, that we had many words, and 
parted in mutual diſguſt; he, I ſuppoſe, won- 
dering that I could dare refuſe ſuch a golden 
bait; and Theartity deſpiſing the wretch Who 
could uſe the name of friendthip to cover [the 
moſt ſelfiſn views, and to hurl unmerited mi- 
ſexy. on the head of a wan whoſe intereſt he af- 
tected to think bimſelf hound to promote. 

6 LU retiredato my lodgings, ind. wrote my 
reſignation, as I well knew it would now be 
impoſſible to retain my ſituation, Without mak- 
ing ſer vile a pologies tor my Warmthfof temper; | 
whkica I determined never to do, even if my 
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zxiſtence had depende@Ton it.. 
«jul after I had diſpatched my letter to the 
ofiice, tÞ received one from Lord Derwent, in- 


temlied, T believe, to prepare me for the Fe - 
The 


tals, Mr. Nes had unguardedly betraye 


India expedition, and the propoſed union, were 
ſophiſtically gloſſfed over; but all led to the 
fame end. + His'Jordihip complimented me on. 
having ſo powerful a patron, and urged me 
to throw aſide all ſqueamiſh delicacy, as a play- 
thing, only fit for boys and women. The lady's... 
preſent Ration (ſaid he) is nothing to you. She 
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171 am told, a woman ot ſenſe ; and I have no 
doubt but her future conduct will do credit to 
your name. His lordſhip concluded by obſerv- 


268. 


ing, that it was not poſſible for me to reject ſo 


fortunate and advantageous a propofa}; tor (he - 
added) it is a game in which you gain every 


trick, without a ſingle hazard of loſs. 

d Ah! he did ot condeſcend to think that 
the hazard of my peace, or of my prineiples, 
was worth a thought. 


I wrote an anſwey, in which? explained, | 


{ſary, the reaſons of my con- 


duct. I thanked Lord Der went for his-tormer - 
kindneſs; and told him, I had determined on 
leaving a life of dependance to ſuch as were - 
better formed to bear e 07 A and pra ẽtiſe ä 


ſervility. 
c And now, Lady Laura, you are in poſſeſ- 


-a 


ſion of all the eircumſtances which gave rife to 


my uneaſineſs; for, ſo much at variance with 
the gifts of fortune, how can J aſpire to that 


honour which I ſo lately thought deſtined to 
afford all the happineſs which this flate of trial | 


is capable of receiving? 


I believe I looked 8 for his des 


claimed—1 ſee I have offended you. 


Only by your laſt ſentence (replied I, giving 
my hand). Why will you know ſo little oe, 
as to ſuppoſe wealth has power to ſeparate 
us ?--- Had you acted otherwiſe, I ſhould have 
- deſpiſed you: as it is, you are dearer to my 80 


heart than ever. 


J cannot repeat half hi his er remt acknowledge 


conduct. 


| ments for, what he termed, my” diſintereſted . 5 


Vet (ad be) the offence I En given your | 


uncle will doubtleſs operate againſt any alli- 
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tached to rank and fortune, will * ever hear 
of ſo unequal a connection? 

Clifford, (ſaid I, ſeriouſly) you, A dif- 
poſed to raiſe difficulties ; ;z imaginary ones. In 
a very ſhort time the law places my fortune in 
my own bands. My aunt muſt be made ac- , 
quainted with the buſineſs: Jam fo much in- 
debted to her for years of kindneis, that I dare 

not treat her with reſerve. As for the earl, 
his approbation is of no importance; it.is eaſy. 
to be indifferent to the opinions of thoſe- for 
whom we teel no affedtion. And now, tell 

me what you had to propoſe when you came 
here, to occaſion that dolorous appearance? 

T had nothing to propoſe (ſaid he) I came but 
to fee you, to relate my diſappointment, and 
to bid you adieu. 

And where were you going afterwards ? 

To a ſmall-eſtate L have in Kent. | 

Aye, Clifford '(faid I) did you indeed think 
my chains were ſo eaſily to be diſpoſed of, that + 
you could make your bow, take your leave, 

- retire to ſolitude; and forget Laura ?---Now 
tell me very ſincerely, Yo you with to leave me? 

Never (ſaid he, with fervour, while he fold- 
ed me to his heart) till the great leveller of na 
ture ſhall demand a ſeparation! | 

The ſincerity which beamed from his YO 
while he uttered this declaration, his ſerious, 
yet ardent manner, gave my heart a ſenſation 
it had never felt before; while the delight, at 
finding myſelf ſo well beloved by ſuch a heart 
as Clifford's, really occaſioned - the ftarting 
tears, en Lceuld not reſtrain from falling 
faſt down my face: they fell not unobſerved; 
and, to pacity my ſwain, I was obliged to yah» > 
feſs that they were the tears of joy. p 

| Again ag was thanked, 2 whouſabd- t times 
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. +thanked for my condeſcenſion. At length 1 
_ _ unwillingly | hurried him away, expecting my 
aunt every moment to make her appearance 
and I did not wiſh her to ſee bim till I had in 
ſome degree explained our ſituation. I ap- 
pointed him another meeting in the evening, 
when my aunt was engaged to a card- party ot 


ON negleded virgins; of courſe, ny attendance 
was eaſily diſpenſed with: 


But I am interrupted. I will conclude wy | 


= — * ſtory another. opportunity. 


N I NOW reſame wy pen, to continue wy A 
long narrative. 


Soon after Clifford's eee I baſtened 


to the. apartment of Mrs: Merioneth, to whom - 
I briefly related his ſituation, my admiration | 
| Hf his conduct, and ſentiments in his favour. 


It is needleſs to recount the arguments made 


© uſe of to combat my inclination, or the facility 


with which I refuted them. At length, my 


: good aunt agreed that I had a right to pleaſe 


myſelf: but, ſhe was ſorry to ſay, I had made 


a choice which could not merit the approba- 


tion of my family; in particular, the earl of 
Derwent, whom he had fo: groſsly offended. 


However, after ſome time, I brought her into 


apparent good humour, and ſhe: agreed to 
wake no oppoſition to bis viſits; provided I _ 
made no particular agreement without her 
concurrence. To this I readily. aſſented, and 
the day paſſed in tolerable harmony. In the 
evening my aunt paid her intended viſit ; and, | 


'itis needleſs to add, Clifford kept hiv appoint= 
ment. 


You abſt exciſe. me for trofting ta, him. the 


: ba ace of your retreat: it was neceſſary I ſhould 


ave . adviſer as to * method nl to 
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be purſued to reſtore peace to the fill wan- 
dering Albert. We mutually lamented the 
falſe Re of my uncle, who thus wifully ex- 
eng miſery an only ſon; and J am ſorry 
ro ſay that we naturally concluded that he was. 
fot well M with the defigns of Sir 
hn. Os. « 
At length it was agreed chat Clifford ſhould 
write to Merioneth, directing his letter to the 
Priory, as it was reaſonable to ſuppoſe they 
would call there again before they returned to 
London. Severn is ſtill with bim. To pre- 
vent any diſcovery which might diſtreſs you, 
he only, in general terms, ſtated (for he wrote 
while with me) that you were in the metropo- 
lis, in a place of ſafety, and under the protec= 
tion of a woman of honour; that if Albert 
would-haſten to London, he would there re- 
ceive every neceſſary information. This was 
diſpatched to the Priory. Another, rather 
more explicit, was ſent Lord Severn's houſe 
in London; ſo, either way, their ſearch after 
your ladyſhip is likely to be concluded; and, 
ſurely, it is time it ſhould: fix tedious weeks 
has he been in ſearch of bis fair one, and ſne 
would ftill wiſh to fecrete her retreat l- For 
ſhame, Ellen !---have more conſideration.—-- 
Sce him: hear What he has to propoſe. Ido 
not wiſh you to eloſe with any haſty ſolicita- 
tion. I would not Have you accept his hand 
without the conſent (if not the approbation) 
of his family; but F ami inclined to think be 
earl will yet relent. In the mean time, you . 
muſt not wantonly add to the anxieties of Al- 
bert. In a week or two we ſhall be in Lon- 
don, an Athen T will talk over all theſe matters 5 


with you. 
To return vel, .-.Cliffrd fue with me | 


* . 
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till the arrival of my aunt, who coelly courte- | 


| Hed to him, and he took his leave. My aunt, 


— 


rather out of temper, ſwallowed a.baſty ſup- 
per, and retired to her apariment. I ſtaid not 


long from mine; but the occurrences of the day 


had ſo hurried my ſpirits, that ſleep was tor 


5 ſome hours a ſtranger o my ayes. At length 
Ito uſe your metaphor) the drowſy god ſhook 
his poppies over me, and I flept till a late hour 


the next day. 


On entering the breaklaſt· room, judge my 
1485 to find that Clifford had. been there, 
had breaktaſted with Mrs. Merioneth, and de- 
parted, without waiting to ſee my ladyſhip. 


A little ſmile of triumph, which hung over the 


brow of my aunt, gave, in a moment, a ſufpi- 
cion that ſhe had been. e. with Back 
. 

Sbe did not ſuffer me to nnd long i in 
doubt, but led to a converſation by which I 
learned that ſhe had appealed to his pride on 
the ſcore of fortune, and {by raiſing every 
ſpark of that troubleſome paſſion) had nearly 


perſuaded him of the great impropriety of his _ 


Preſent proteſſions ; that ſhe had told him the 


alliance never.could be lanctioned by my fa» 


mily, nor approved ot by the world: And I 
have told him (ſaid ſhe) that while you ar, 
with me, I can by no means admit his viſits. -.. 

Then it is time, madam (ſaid. I, with firm- 
neſs) that I ſhould ſeek ap aſylum where Top. | 
without reſtraint receive my friends. 1 
You, may receive 1 here, if 1 approye 


them, 


Our ideas, madam, on this head are fo very 5 
different, ge {paves ſhall be brought to re- 


ceive thoſe, prove; For inſtance, you): 


* 


dillke Mr. lard, I deteſt on e ww 


— 
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Lord Langly is a peer, and ſhould always. 
meet reſpeQ—- ; 
Whether he deſerves it or not? 
Certaiply-!—his rank ſhould APY it him. 
It is impoſhible (ſaid I) for rank to ſecure re- 
| ſpe, unleſs ſupported by merit. 

I touched an unlucky ſubject ; for my aunt, 

entirely out of patience, told me, no mere for- 

tune hunter ſhould ever viſit me again under 
| her roof. | 

Highly exaſperated at this probten, I re- 

proached her with her breach of promiſe. She 

replied, I had firſt broken the agreement, by 
receiving him "laſt night, without her knows 
ledge. How mean a fubterfuge! 

In ſhort, not to tire you with particulars, 1 
haſtily retired, ſlipped on my riding-dreſs, or- 
dered Fanny to pack up a change of clothes, 

and ſent William for a Fate, — Aeterüined to 

try the effect of a little ſpirit on this aunt of 
mine; beſides, I intended to mortify Clifford, 
by leaving bim to repentance. My intention 

Was to come immediately to you, and there 

wait the near period of twenty-one. - 

On my entering the drawing-room, where I 

expected to find my aunt, it was empty. She 

ſoon atter entered, with an impatient enquiry, 
2s to the reaſon of my appearance in a Hainz 
odreſs. 

I Ian ſorry (fa D that there ſhould be any 

-necellity for my appearance in this dreſs ; but 

I cannot think ot continuing in a houſe where 

Jam not miſtreſs of my own conduct. 

Let us argue this matter fairly (ſaid Mrs. 

Merioneth); and, if you are determined to 


© 147) 


lemnly - inſtructed you to reſp̃ect, deign at leaſt 
to intorn m her where you mean to ix * ra | 


F 


leave the friend your departed parent ſo ſo- 
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3 Von have nothing, Laura, to fear 
from my power: for, as you leave me by 


choice, I ſhall never ſeek to recal you by com- 


pulfion. 


Alas ! all my pride was evaporating into air, 


and 1 was juſt going to make ſome. ridiculous 


conceſſions, when lifford was announced :— 


he was ip a ridin wy -dreſs, and appeared greatly 


embarraſſed. e viewed each other with 
aftoniſhment. Mrs. Merioneth left the room, 
I believe, a little aſhamed of the part ſnhe had 
ated. Clifford walked up and down; 3 but 
neither of us ſpo xe. 

To. relieve myſelf from ſo ese 1 
tion, as well as to cure my beau of his tacitur- - 
nity, I rang tor Fanny, gave ber, ſome parti 
cular orders as to the diſpoſal of my wardrobe, 


and, to requeſt her to be very expeditious. 


| Ch Ord, irreſolute, advanced; be. pauſes, FD 
looked anxiouſly in my face, and entreated me 
£0 tell him, it his fears were all confirmed, and 


if I really was going to reſign the proteflion of 


Mrs. Merioneth ?. 
It is my preſent intention ſo todo, Sir, 77 
Good Heaven ! how you diſtreſs me | Re- 


| Mea, T entreat you, refſect before you take ſo 
precipitate a ſtep, which may hereafter in- 


volve you in innumerable difficulties. | Young, 

beautiful, and wealthy, where can you find ile 

. proper an aſylum as that you now poſſeſs ?? 
I have reflected, Sir, well, refleed on the 


attachment that man muſt entertain for me, 
Who has thus needleſsly expoſed mg ane ne- 
Ceſſity of this ſeparation, 


_ Cruel, unkind Laura! 
This was exactly what 1 — 5 — ar" 
ing his * Was een ot, when he ee 0 


= Wade 
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Fanny again entered; the whales was wait | 
ing for me. | > 52 
Where is Mrs. Merioneth ? ; 
In her dreſſing-room, my lady, and wiſhes to 
| "ous with you. 

Tell her I will come directly (aid I. © 

Clifford again advanced to me; for 1 had wy 
hand on the door. You are going (laid he) 
without one adieu? Unkind Laura! is it thus 
we part? 

1 ſuppoſe I looked Akadien 2 * un- 
| terly taking my hand from the door, he conti- 
nued, Will you not give it one hour's er 

Will you thus raſhly reſign, perhaps for ever, 
the protectreſs of your youth . came here. to 
bid you an eternal farewell, being chavinced: by 
1 5 Merigneth . (whoſe motiyes Lrevere) that 

the op honourable teſtimony, I can give: 
| 1 affecdlion for you: and yet deign to he- 
; lieye, that it really is the moſt! painful period of 
my. 7 Had 1 4 t you ſtill, enjoying the friend- 
ſhip and protection of Mrs. Mexioneth, I had. 
been comparatively a happy exile. Oh! Lady 
Laura! (ſinking on his knee) if you yet value 
the peace of Clifford, do not, I beſeech you, 
venture thus unprotetes on She vaſt ocean of 
life. 

Once (ſaid I, es ona). 1 had hoped to 
find in Mr Clifford a faithful adviſer, and a 
proper protector. A falſe pride has ſtepped A, | 
tio ſeparate us, and we part for ever. 
| l araſe, greatly agitated, - and, N 

pacing the room, left me to. comment. dn l 
ſilence. | 
Though not leſs agitated than ee 1 yet 
determined, if poſſible, to conccal my emotions. 
As he again adyanced towards me, I pre- 

ſented him my band; at the ſame time I cricd, 
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Ir. Clifford; I muſt wifh you a good morn- 
ing, or Mrs. Merioneth may ſuppoſe I do nor 
intend ſeeing her before my departure. 


And why (his voice greatly foftened)—why ; 


will you leave Twickenham, my dear, my inte- 


reſting Laura? why will you renounce a friend 


chat ſo ſincerely loves you? 


Since we are come to interrogation (ſaid 5 
why do you leave Twickenham, and the ſo- 
ciety of one that ſo truly eſteems you? | 

After all my inconſiſtencies (ſaid he, fi inking 


at my feet) will you again condeſcend to re- 


ceive to your favour the man that ſo little de- 
ſerves your kindneſs. 
And where (cried I) is my ſecurity, that you 


will not again relaple into indifference ? 


' Your retort is \unjuſt (ſaid he); for, while I 


aimed at prudence, my heart revolted at indif- 
ference : nor have I ever poſſeſſed an idea of 
happineſs divided from you- Say then, my 
deareſt Laura, will you receive to your heart 
the man who has thus dared to trifle with Fur | 


generous condeſcenſion? 

I do not recolle&t whatianſwer I e ? but 
he flew to diſmiſs the chaiſe, and then entreated 
my permiſhon to ſeek Mrs. Merioneth. 


In leſs than half an hour he returned, lead- | 


ing in my aunt, whoſe eyes were fwoln with 
weeping, as, indeed, ' were mine. 


Laura (ſaid ſne) you have ſubdued ie. Mr. 
Clifford has explained all to me; and I lament 


the uneaſineſs I have cauſed you. Mr. Clif. 


ford, I ſhall be happy to ſee you in the e even- 


ing; at preſent you muſt excuſe me. 


He ſoon departed, and I took up my pen to ; 


relate theſe particulars to you. 


7 me "ny he . aud my aunt EN 


7 
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gave orders to be denied to Lord Lavgly. 
(There was condeſcenſion !) Clifford, all eaſe 
and paiety, gave wings to time: before he left 
us, we agreed to leave Twickenham the be- 
_ ginning of next week. To-morrow he will re- 
turn to London, in his way' to Kent, where 
his own affairs call him; He will take charge 
of this packet. I forgot to tell you, that I 
have agreed to change my name the day I am 
of age, which will be within a little month. 
Adieu, my dear Ellen: write. once again, 
and it ſhall be anſwered in perſon by your af-. 
fectionate  Lavra MERIONET R. 
- . ..... — — 

„„ Prin n, #575: 
- Miſs Rutland to Lady Laurz. 
e aerETs | London Nov. 10, 199 
_ ACCEPT, dear friend of my heart, my ſin- 
cere congratulations on thoſe proſpects of hap- 
pineſs which ſo cheerfully ſmile on you. Long, 
very long may they continue; nor Clifford ever 
ceale to feel the value of that jewel he is about 
$0; Poe... 6. e 
This morning, in high ſpirits, he delivered 
your weleome packet. Ever ſolicitous to pleaſe, 
he had previouſly made enquiries at Lord Se- 
vern's, when that nobleman; was en pected in 
town, and was told it was very uncertain, as 
he was gone on a tour with Lord Merioneth. 
He left his name, with a note that he ſhould 

de in London again in a few days; and re- 
Aueſted that Lord Severn, ſhould he arrive be- 
fore him, would not leave town without ſeeing 

him. How eonſiderate was this condutt! 

Like you, Mr. Clifford urges me to ſee Me- 
rioneth; to clear myſelffrom the baſe aſperſions 
thrown on my character; and by no means, 


{ 
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Mould it be offered, ro accept again the pro- 
tec ion of Lady Derwent, but continue in my 
preſegt habitation till Lady Laura Clifford 
can offer me one more commodious. 
A thouſand: thanks for the kindneſs of this 
offer, made, T am certain with your entire ap- 
probation. It is not in words, my friend, to 


convey my ſenſe of the man obligations I am 
under to your, ladyſhip.. bankrupt in all 
but gratitude, I can only ſay, that, hopeleſs 


of repaying, I will never forget the many fa- 
yours your friendſhip has conferred on me. 
Mr. and Mrs. Harris are indefatigable in 


their endeavours to #muſe me; and, at their 


earneſt requeſt, I have agreed this night to 
accompany them to the theatre. I find it * 
an amuſement Mrs. Harris is extremely | 

tial to, and often partakes of. I have been 
many times out, accompanied by Mrs. Har- 
ris ; indeed neceflity induced me,. as I had ma- 
ny purchaſes to make, before T could appear 


at all decent. I have been fully employed in 
| making up my apparel. 


[ rejoice in the near approach of your return 


to London. I cannot conſent to receive Me- 


rioneth, unleſs in your preſence, ſhould he 


even arrive before you. Mrs. Harris writes to 


Mrs. Merioneth by this poſt,” that her houſe i is 


all in readineſs. 


Adieu, my dear friend. 1 hope ſhortly | to 


embrace you. — Vour's, ELLEN Wa 1 


— .. 


LETTER XXIV. 
Lord Metionith.to Mr. Clifford. 


| © London, Nov. 17,. 199. . 
1 HAVE found her, I have ſeen her, ſhe is 


fie, and I am happy Lou are Fe Ka ex- 
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pected in London, and yet I have not pati- 
"ence to wait your arrival; nor. can Ithink-of 
_ reſt, - I have.made you a  ſharer | in my hap- 
ine 8. 
* As I have not ſeen or heard from you for 
ſome time, to be intelligible, I muſt go back- 
_ wards with my tale. | 
Soon after my ſecond journey into Peron 
ſhire, I received an anonymous note, that 
Miſs Rutland was ſafe and well. It bore tbe 
London poſt mark; and I, concluded, from 
that circumſtance, that it was only a trick o 
delude my ſearch. The ſullen taciturnity of 
the earl, which increaſed the diſtreſs of my 
mother and ſiſter, and added freſh poignancy 


to the anxieties [ already ſuſtained for my dear, 


but ſuſpected Ellen. 
I ſtaid but two days at. the Priory, in which 
time, 1 made an effort to ſee Bateman, 2 


Vithaut ſucceſs. He-had. left Maplemount 


few. hours before my arrival. 
Still, accompanied by my friend Severn, we 


recommenced our fruitleſs ſearch. . Wearied 


by ill ſucceſs, and-fatigued. by. the heavy roads, 


and bad accommodations, we arrived. in Lon- 


don on.the morning of that day, on which you 
left it, and had onſy miſſed you. by about half 
an bur. 

We received your letter, which. revived all 
my hopes; and the note you had left: that 
morning, confirmed my opinion, that yau 
were abſolutely Acquainted with the. retreat of 


. Miſs. Rutland. 


On examining your note, bow great was my 
mortification, | to diſcover that you had ne- 
grey naming any place where you might be 
found, I hurried-to the office at-$#***, udge 


my aftoniſhment : you had reſigned.---F hal- 
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tened to your lodgings; you were out of town. 
I ſhould inſtantly have ſet out for Kent, but 
feared meeting with a ſimilar diſappointment. 

As there was no remedy, but. patience, we 
agreed, ſhould you not. return that Events 
that Severn ſhould ſeek you the next morning, 
at Twickenham (where we ſuſpected you migt t 
be heard: of,) white I watted in London, in 
hopes of your arrival: by this plan of opera- 
tions, we. thought It would by impoſſible” for 
us both to miſs you. 

Early in the evening we vene ved our pera m- 
"bulations thinking we might, at ſome of the 
\ Publi ic places, gain a light of you, it you were 
vet in London. 

We ſet ont on foot; and met, by accident, 
ſome young fellows of faſhion, well known to 
Severn. "We adjourned to a tavern... The 
bottle circulated briſkly, and we did not ſepa- 
rate without paying liberal libations, 10 the 


roſy god. 


Delerted by our cowpabibins we ſtrolled 3 in- 
to one ot thoſe houſes, ſupported by the errors 
of ane ſex, and the. treatheries of the other. 
Wine was called for, and Severn aſked,” if 
there were any freſh faces above ſtairs? 

Only one (laid the waiter) but Fbelieve ſhe 


is not to be ſeen to-night... 


WI y not? SR 

Becauſe Sir John Bateman's valet SexpeAed. 

Does he often viſit her? | 

Frequently. We W ſhe is placed here 
for his maſter. 

What! is Sir John in town? - 

Ves, he was here this morning. 

Ard is this young lady from tae aaf, 

believe ſhe is. 

Oh! my triend, pity — agonics: Thippoſe: 


8 


1 
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yes; I dared ſuppoſe this frail fair one was my 
* angelic Ellen. Wine and paffion had gained the 
dominion over reaſon, and ſurpriſe prevented 
me from interrupting this diſedurſe, between 
Severn and the waiter. 

They ceaſed ſpeaking: I aroſe, and infiſted 
on being conducted to her apartment. The 
waiter heſitated. Severn read my thoughts; 
and, becauſe leſs intereſted, was more collected. 

Come (ſaid he to the waiter) only let us ſee 
the lady, and we engage to be prudent. 5 

He accompanied his requelt with a proper 
donative. 1 

I can admit but one at a time. 

Then let me go, ſaid J. 

Severn ex oſtulated, but I was reſolute. | 

J followe iche waiter through a gallery on 
the firſt floor. He pointed to a door, which 
opened into an elegant apartment. I entered. 
The lady roſe at my entrance. What joy to my 
heart !—She was indeed beautiful, but the was 
not Ellen, EIS 

I made a haſty exit, and onal to Severn; 
Wee tea All is right! What an ideot I muſt 
be! 

: Very true (ſaid he, gravely); ſo you md: 

to ſee ſo beautiful a creature alone, and not en- 
dea vour to amuſe her: Come, walter (conti- 
nued he) let me ſee this divinity. - | 

I expoſtulated, but without ſucceſs. 

| Go thy ways, ſobriety (ſaid he) and Jeave 
me to good ſpirits, Roo wine, and the _ 
deſs fortune 

I waited his return buy tin neer ten 
o'clock, and hen left word with the walter 
Wie E was gone to Drury- lane. c 

On my arrival, I found the houſe N 
erowed. I endeayoured to buſtle tbrough the 


V 
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lobby, but could gain no accommodation. 
Returning, therefore, down one of the ave- 
nues of the houſe, I found myſelf in a paſſage 
leading to the pit. There were but few peo- 
ple in it, and I careleſsly threw myſelf along 
ene of the benches. . 25 2 

An elderly gentleman ſoon after ſeated him- 
ſelf by me. He was intelligent, and we fell 
into converſation. I learned that he was come 
to protect two ladies; but, through the crowd, 
had found it impoſſible to join them, At the 
end of the play, the houſe thinned apace: my 
companion took his leave, and went in ſearch - 
of his friends. 278 5 

Iwas debating with myſelf, whether I ſhould 
return in queſt of Severn, or avail myſelf of the 
opportunity of ſeeing a favourite after-piece, 
which was juſt commencing, when my reverie 
was agreebly interrupted by the appearance of 
mm ³ÄůQoÄͤ . cf hs +57 CEE SIN 
This is beyond my hopes (laid he); follow 
me to the pit, and ſee if you cannot diſcover 

A pearl upon an Ethiop's arm,— 

Leave your metapbors (ſaid I) and ſpeak 
feriouſly./- | {57h FRETS 33 
Do you fallow me (ſaid he) and act ſerioufly, 
Not a ſtep till you explain; ſor you are 
really tao much under the dominion of Bac- 
chus, to be blindly obeyed, _ 3s 
No, no; (cried be, taughing) I am enliſted 


ungqer the banners of Venus, and ſhe has di- 


rected me here in purſuit of a delicate little 
creature, that may lead to the knowledge of a 
ſweet, penſive, love-lorn beauty; but this is 


vo time for explanations :- if you do nat purſue 


this adventure, you merit not the happineſs, 
fortuns ſeems preparing for ou. 
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Without farther commenting on the ambi- 
guity of bis .diſcourſe, I followed him to the 
pit. It was now very thin; and, to have a 
better view of the company, we placed our 
packs to the -orcheſtra, trom whence I ſoon 
perceived Oſkam and the girl I had belere ſees, 
That is your alluſion; ing ho ht by 
Severn nodded. 55 
See you no one elſe? 5 
„Not in particular, ſaid I, . peeviſhly 3 for 
though my hopes were not very high, I yet 
Felt 25 ſort of expeGation that Ellen Was in the 
ouſe. 
Þ Juſt before . the concluſion ol. the viethyi 1 | 
_oblerved an elegant woman; plain, but gen- 
teelly drefled, in company with the very man 
I had been converſing with,. and a middle-aged 
woman of good appearance. A deep veil 
[ſhaded her face, but her form was too deeply 
engra ven on my heart to be eaſily forgotten. 
It is Ellen: (laid I ta Severn) let: me by to 
Freed e e e 
Have patience (faid Severng? *. e the 
- motions of Oſkam. You know not the ſtrength 
of his party, nor the. depth of bis plans; we 
are but two, and both unarmed: prudence 
may do much lor us, but ee will 
ruin all. 9103 
an unwillivgly acanieſerd, bas 
„At length they aroſe to 3 We flowly 
followed tbem. The nighi was dark and wet. 
Me had both great coats on, which the better 
diſguĩſed our perſons. I heard her ſpeak. I 
was near enough to touch ber hand; but, 
ſearing I ſhould h Ty ber, I mifſed-the oppor- 
tunity. Suddenly I was joſtled: and turning 
quick, beheld Oſkam and his companion cloſe 
behind. To my great mortifica tion, 15 at the 
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ſame moment, miſſed my friend : to ſeek im 
had been to have loſt ſight of Ellen, without a 
clue to guide me to her reſidence. I deter- 


mined, therefore, to keep between the parties. | 


When arrived at the door, I found the rain had 


increaſed; and ſaw by the lamps, that a per- 
ſon I had before ſeen at the tavern had now 


taken charge of the lady, and that Oſkam was 
departed. This inereaſed my apprehenſions; 


for 1 jaſtly feared, whatever the plot, that 


ux. might be many concerned in it. 

I was ſeveral times on the point of diſcovey- 
ing myſelf to her; but the fear of alarming, 
pager the power of prote ding her, withheld 

' Beſides, Clifford (to confeſs all my weak- 
nete) wiſhed, yet dreaded, to know, if Oſkam 


was as great a ſtranger as myſelf to her abode; 
which I was that night determined to diſeover. 
Vou will condemn my ſuſpicions, hut the at- 


[wo circumſtanees muſt plead my excuſe. 
Vou mult recollect, that L had received no 
expia nation from Severn : that I ſaw her with 


people I had never ſeen before: that, though 
Oſkam was not with her; he might be gone to 
ſome appointed place, or, perhaps, was even 
then in waiting, to convey her to his maſter. 
SGracious Heaven! what agony did that thought 


convey! Again the note occurred to me: 
« Miſs Rutland is ſafe, and protected by. a wo- 


man ot Honour?” - This night, thought'F, will 


bring it to the proof; and wrapping myſelf- up 
elaſe in my coat, the better to! prevent a difco- 


very; I determiaed patientty to wait = deve- 


or: of theſe ſeeming myſteries; 
I made a ſign to Severn, bo Was bee, in 
I da gin; ; but he could not conveniently come Op 
to me. During this time, the "Heavy: 


obliged. the company to Walt for dare It 
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rather ceaſed, and the gentleman J had before 
ſeen, on my entering the houſe, .defired the la- 
dies, namely, Mrs. Harris, as I have fince 
found her to be, and my ſweet Ellen, to ſtay 


exactly where they were, while he went in 


queſt of a coach. | 
 Qh! do not leave us (ſaid ſhe) my dear Sir. ; 
do not leave us Let us walk together; per- 


haps we ſhall ſoon meet with a carriage. 


I dare not think of walking. (replied her 
companion) confider the dampneſs of the even- 
ing, and the hazard T ſhould run of Neper, 
my cold. — 

I beg your pardon, my dear nai, for 


having ſo little confideration; but, at leaft; 


let us all ſtay here together till a coach can be 
procured. | 
My dear Miſs Rutland, you are alarmed 
without a cauſe. | 
Indeed, Iam not; I have ſcen a perſon of 
all others the moſt dangerous to my gy 
That, thought I, muſt be Oſkam,- + 
But yoda do not. fee him now ? ba Mrs. 


Harris.) 
No, thank Heaven! I am n [from that 


miſery ; and I think he has not obſerved me, 


Well, keep up your ſpirits. In a place like 


this, you have nothing to fear from violence; 


and, I think, we are proof againſt ſtratagem. 
I wiſh we were ſafe at home (replied _— 


a ſweet girl.) 


Then, do * Mr. Harris go in ſearch of a 


a coach. 


She ws no Shs objedion, and hs BOY 


poarted. I ſaw ſhe was greatly agitated, and 


was ſeveral times on. the point of betraying my- 
ſelf ; but a reſtleſs curioſity, to know the trac 


charaQer of her companion, W me. 


noticed, as left by Oſkam, under the protec- 
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The crowd had now greatly inereaſed from 
all parts of the houſe ; the rain, which had 
before ceaſed, again poured in torrents ; and 

the cry of coach! coach! was vociferated from 
every tongue. The lady whom I have before 


tion of another perſon, kept her ſtand cloſe to 
Mis Rutland, and endeavoured to diſcourſe 
with her ; ſhe complained violently of beat-and 
fatigue, and pretended to faint on the ſhoulder 


of the man that ſupported her. Various me- 


thods were uſed to reſtore her, and my gentle 
Ellen and her humane companion (who torgot 
they were: not to be deceived by ſtratagem) 
were foremoſt in aſſiſting her. 

Wbat ſhall I do, dear ladies? Aſſiſt me with 


your advice (ſaid the companion of the fainting 


air). May I intrude on your 'bumanity to 
aſſiſt her, while I go in ſearch ot a carriage? 


Stay a ſew moments longer (ſaid Mrs. Har- T 


ris) - We every moment expect a coach, and 
3 can ſet you down. £ 
Which way, dear madam, are yau going 2 
Into Clarges-ſtreet. 


How fortunate! We are likewiſe going into 


Piccadilly. I have ſent in {earch of a coach, but. 
fear my friend cannot find one. 

A coach now drew up, A man loudly called 
out, a coach for Mr. and Miss Wand. 

How fortunate! (cried the hero.) Now, 
ladies, we can have the prove of accommo- 
dating you. | 

We cannot go without Mr. Hani 31 thank 
you, fir, ſaid the companion of Ellen. 

Pray, ladies, get into the coach, and i _ 
watch tor Mr. Harris. 

- But you do not know him, fir! 


. I beg your pardon, madam. 11 it is „ Mr. | 
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Harris of Clarges - ſtreet, I know him perfectlyz 
1 have frequently met him at my inend Stan- 
ley's.“ 

Wen, ſir (ſaid Mrs. Harris) if you wilt be lo 
kind as to watch for my huſband, we will ac - 
cept your offer; for I fear he has not been able 
to procure à coach. 

The lady was lifted into the coach; Ellen re- 


boctantiy tollowed; and Mrs. Harris entered 


laſt, giving ſtrict orders to the coachman, not 
to ſtir without- that gentleman, who Was gone 
in purſuit of hey huſband, © 

The door was put to- 1 eb 2 fürvey of 

the carriage. Fo my great ſurprize, I found 
it was not a figured coach, andof the driver too 

I had fome ſuſpicions; tor 1 D rg 
diſcover the form of Oſkam. 

Every danger IH had before imagined was now 
confirmed. I feared returning in ſearch of Se- 
vern, leſt I ſould loſe ſigbt of Ellen. 

While I pauſed, irreſolute, the welkicip- 
lined waiter appeared. 
Dear ladies, how very anfordietktar” Lean 

i 150 nothing of Mr. Harris. vanes you 


muſt wait a little longer 


I ſuppoſe (ſaid he) I am to wait all night at 


this rate. I could have had twenty detter fares 


: fince I have been waiting bere. 
Well, well, good man, don t gr undle; we 


will make you amends. 


Amends - yes; fo I ſuppoſe you will. It 
my horſes die with the cold, will Four? Pay we 
them? 
Then drive a little out o this draught of air. 
Do not ſtirs, eried Ellen} without Mr. Harris. 


Tie is a family, : Thare fins lean, where the 


+ Harris's frequently. vit. 


* 
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Her.cries were ſruitleſs. The ſuppoſed bro- 


2 6 jumped into the dach, and was off f in a 


OMEN}! 


There was for me but one alternative; which 
was, through the, darkneſs of the night, to con- 


ceal. myſelf behind the carriage. This L happi- 
1 effected. He drove through many private 
T 


ects, and at laſtſtopped at the end of Oxford- 


road. I ſprung from my hiding place, and 

took my ſtand. on the pavement. The watch- 

men were comingup, crying the hour of twelve. 

The ſuppoſed brother got out, rung the bell 

. furiouſly, and a mean-looking woman came to 

the door. The lady, with well- affected weak - 
; nels, was ſupported trom the coach. 


Ellen looked out, and exclaimed, Good 0 God! 
this] is not Clarges-ftreet ! 


This is our houſe, ladies: * alight, and take 5 


"ome refreſhment. - 
1 do not chooſe any;: fir. oat 


ve the goodneſs to order the dein to. 
my houſe, ſaid Mrs. Harris. 


Coachman, you muſt drive to Clarges- ſtreet. 
I was hired to come here (ſaid he)---my 


| horſes are-quite kaockef up, and 1 wil go no 
. farther, Ef e237 3 


Then we muſt ——0 ſaid. Mrs. H dy 
dear girl, keep up Jour ſpirits: we ſha} get 


home very well. 


Oh! never think of walking, a Only. 


come in doors, while I: procure another coach. 


There was no akernative; 5 and they. reluc- 
tantly alighted. 119713 
Do come in, ladies. | | 
Nat far worlds (ſaid I; a . ; 
Harris, Miſs Rutland, do not enter that houſe: 


Sir Jahn Bateman dz 118 maſter! 


Oſkam, whom it really was, ſprung from 


\ 
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the box; and ſeizing Ellen, endeavoured by vi- 
olence to force her into-the- houſe, Mrs. Harris 
ſcreamed without ceaſing; while I ſeized the 
villain by the collar, and obliged him to relin- 
- qQuiſh his prey. A violent ſcuffle enſued, in 
which Oſkam was ſeconded by his companions 
in guilt, Their wretched female aſſociate threw 
off the aſſumed parb ot innocence, and the ſem- 
blance ot illneſs, while ſhe loudly ſeconded, by 
repeated plaudits, the brutality of her compa- 
nivns. . t. as 
The ſcreams of Mrs, Harris brought the of- 
fieers of the night to our aſſiſtance, while the 
diſtreſſed Ellen had ſunk liteleſs on the damp 
ſtep of an adjoining houſe. On the approach of 
the watch, the lady and her feigned brother en- 
tered the houſe, and haſtily eloſed the door. 
Oſkam, reſolute in villainy, eluded my graſp, 
| ſnatched a piſtol from the boot of the carriage, 
which he aimed at my head: fortunately, it 
miſled fire; and in cbnſequence of the attempt, 
he was ſeized and conveyed to the watchshouſe. 

. .. Being thus happily freed from this trouble- 
ſome company, I had now leifure to reward 
thoſe who bad ſo ſeaſonably come to my aſſiſt- 
ance. Miſs Rutland ſtill continued inſenſible, 
a — her companion was almoſt in a ſimilar 
t! e SH DD n 
I raiſed Ellen, from the ground; I ſupported 
her in my arms; I preſſed her to my heart, 
Trembling for her health, I in vain attempted 
to recover her. Sweet ſufferer! ſhe was alike 
inſenſible to my ſears or my careſſes. On of 

the conſtables, who had witneffed the latter 

. part of the fray, informed me, that the houſe. 
we had been brought to, was notorious for in- 

. famy. He humanely went in purſuit of a coach, 
which he fortunately procured; but it was not 
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without extreme difficulty that I could prevail 


on Mrs. Harris to enter it, She inſiſted on 


watching her young friend till ſhe Was able to 


walk. 
At length, Alter my repeated perſuuſions, ſhe 


reluQantly conſented; giving herſelf the direc- 
tions to the coachman, and looking out at the 


window, to prevent being deceived; while El- 
len, my charming Ellen, only anſwered my ar- 
dent enquiries by inarticulate motions of grief 
and ſurpriſe. I ſupported her on her ſeat; my 
arm encircled her dear waiſt: ber langdid head 
ſank on my ſhoulder: and, in that endearing 
attitude, we reached a ſmall houſe in Clarges- 


ſtreet. Mrs. Harris had not ſpoke during our 


ride. The coach ſtopped. + - 
Vou ſee, my dear madam, faid I, I have nat 


deceived you, 


I thank you, fir, for your kindneſs, 450 en- 
treat your pardon for my ſuſpicions. 

At this moment, Lord Severn and Mr. Har- 
ris came to the door. Mutual congratulations 


- paſſed, and my ſweet charge gradually reco- 


vered from her ſtupor. 

No pen can do juſtice to ber looks, when the 
diſcovered, in her prote Kor, your happy. Meri- 
oneth. The tears of gratitude rolled down her 
pallid cheek, while the 2 thanked me for 


. all my kindneſs. 


Mrs.. Harris, ever auentive to has friend, 


| hurried her to her apartment. I was too 
"much intereſted for her health, to attempt de- 
taining her. Mr. Harris ordered refreſhment, 
to which we made no objection; and as the 
ladies were retired, the hoſpitable man cireu- 
lated the glaſs with frequent bumpers to my 
cmeming Ellen. RI had Nb 1 
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who I was, and to my name, character, and 
connections, I found him no ſtranger. Nr 

But Iam prevented from concluding, and 
ſhall reſerve the remaipder of. this adventure 
for my next——Your's, MERIONETH. 
, — — —w—-— | . — 5 \ 

LETTER XXV. 
Lord Merioneth to Mr. Clifford. 

| 3 no ve 6 

I NOW proceed to continue my ſtory, I at 
length requeſted, Severn to explain how he 
came by the information which had been pro- 
ductive of ſuch fortunate' events. 

« You know (ſaid he) the exploit you left 
me engaged in. On entering the gallery, I 
was bruſhed by Oſkam. He did not recollect 
me, though I knew bim inſtantly. . Fo attempt 
Seeing that lady, was in vain; ſo my gentle« 
man- uſher conduded me to another apartment, 
where ſome of the trail ſiſterbood were taking 


„„ The freedom of my manners (for I was 
really inebriate) was too welcome to theſe 
wretched victims of miſtaken pleaſure. I 


e The girls, all but one, were engaged to a 
concert ; and ſhe had been rallied unceaſingly 
during tea, on the deſertion of a favourite 
ſwain. Zullen and malignant, ſhe anſwered 

% Come, come (ſaid one of them)—do, 
pr'ythee, Bell, get ont of theſe ſtupid airs ; 
and deſpiſe a fellow that can deſert you, for a 
Chit, ſcarce out of her leading ſtrings. 

Away with your tzifliag ! (ſaid ſhe) I am 
not in a humour for it, | re £48 


d 
nd 


re 


that had eſcaped from his ma 
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« Nor for any thing but Oſkam, retorted | 
| the other. 


I was before planning my eſcape; but this 
laſt ſentence fixed me to my ſeat. _. 
„ They left us; and, by bribery and per- 
ſuaſions, I learned, that the perſon I was then 
with, had long been the favourite of Oſkam ; 
that he bad been uſed to make frequent excur- 
ſions to ſee her; and that, through his libera- 
lity, ſhe had been excuſed from Fond the 
viſits ot other gentlemen ; that, during the laſt 
two months, he had been in punt ot a lady 
"HA | 
ce Has he gained that lady ? ſaid J. 
„Not yet (ſaid ſhe); but, I believe, to- 


night will Acempith 5 it. In his frequent ex- 


curſions (continued my narrator in purſuit of 


this lady, he met with a girl w o had occu- _ 


ied one of the loweſt ations at 40 inn. The 
e of her perſon ca ptivated him, and her 


art ſecured him. She has been for ſome time 


placed here, and he pays ber all poſlible atten- 
tion. 


© & But what do you know of the other lady? 


ſald I, impatiently. 


ce One of the girls (ſhe replied) d! 18 in the 


confidence of his fair one, has informed me, that 


he firſt diſcovered her in a linen-draper” s ſhop, 
where he took Miſs Lucy to buy a gown: that 


he efcaped the lady's obſervation, 1 18705 


out of the ſhop, Ind directed her not to 10 


| dent of that lady till ſhe diſcovered her home, 


and then to take coach and return here to him. 
She obeyed his orders; followed her to her 


home, which was not far diſtant, and. returned 


to her employer, Ofkam, indelatigable i ia in- 
trigues 1 took a lodging in the 3 
N 
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and got acquainted with the ſervant, He pre- 
tended to be a young man from the country, in 
want ci a place. By artifice and profeſſions of 
regard, he drew from her all the movements of 
the family, and laid his plans accordingly ;— 
from her he learned that the family are to be 
this evening in the pit at Drury-lane. I know not 
the depth of their plans; but Oſkam and Lucy 
are gone, accompanied by ſome of the waiters (if 
poſſible) to intercept the lady on her return 
Rome. rer | | | r 
Heavens avert the intention! ſaid I; and, 
giving a trifling recompence, I hurried to the 
theatre. 1 n 
„ You know what followed. TI could'give 
no account of their ſchemes ; therefore re- 
queſted you only to obſerve them. After loſing. 
you, I had the pleaſure to meet with this gen- 
> - tleman; who was in ſearch of his friends. I re- 
solledted him. We came here, in hopes they 
were come home; and, on- being diſappointed, 
were preparing to return again in ſearch of 
them, when you fortunately arrived. And now 
we may mutually congratulate each other on 
the ſucceſs of an exploit which appeared to be 
fo replete with myſtery. I muſt not forget, to 
add, that Mr. Harris was very doubtful ot my 
veracity; and I believe, would not have ſuf- 
tered me to return with him, had not major 
B. come by, who is well known to him, and 
identified my perſon, and vouched for my honor. 
From Mr. Harris, who was now become 
talkative, I learned the happineſs which a waits 
you with my .coufin Laura; and, to.my great. 
joy too, diſcovered that charming woman to 
have been the protectreſs of my Ellen. 2 
Dear Laura! I ſhall love thee for ever, for 
thus providing a ſale and honourable aſylum 


DEAWENT: PRIORT. | 179 


for your wandering friend. I can now trace 


the hand which told me, Ellen was ſafe and 
well. For your kindneſs to my friend, accept 
my warmeſt acknowledgments. 

Haſten to town, and fetch your charming 
Laura. I ſhall want ſuch aſſiſtance as your's 
to induce my Ellen to conſent to a private mar- 
riage. I can never ſuffer her again to ſubject 
herſelf. to ſuch dangers as thoſe ſhe has juft 
eſcaped. My income muſt ſupport us:—love 
will teach us economy z—in time, the earl will 
certainly relent; and. I ſhall be the happieſt of 
mankind, | 

I have only to ſay, that at four o'clock we 
left the hoſpitable Mr. Harris, who promiſed 
me a reception this evening to tea, It is near 
noon ;. and I have not yet received the benedic- 


tion of Morpheus. I muſt reſt a te w hours; 


and then for love and Ellen, g wth 
Your's, kunt ion rn | 


P. S. We have diſcovered, through an indi- 
rect channel, that Bateman is in London, L 
am too happy in the ſmiles of Ellen, wantonly 
to throw away a life ſhe values; but, if I meet. 
him by chance, he muſt atone for his baſeneſs. 


After coolly viewing the late fortunate event, 


I am inclined, as indeed is Severn, to think they. 
baſtily arranged their plan, favoured by the 

wetneſs of the night; and, had we not ſo pro- 
videntially diſcovered chem, there is no doubt 
of the ſucceſs of their undertaking.. My Ellen 


would now have been in the power ot Bate- 


man, who would perhaps have. compelled her 
to become his wife, to ſecure herſelt from far- N 
ther violence. Oh, Clifford! ſhe ſhall never 
more wander from the fight of Albert. $ 


'Nz 


— 


180 DERWENT PRIORY- 


LETTER XXVI. 
Oſkam to Sir John Bateman. 

London, Nov. 20, 179 

MY ſchemes are again defeated: I know not 
by what means; but Lord Merioneth (curſe on 
my ill fortune l) diſcoverfd my plans, — and, in 
the very moment of victory, bore away the 
prize. I have been ſome hours in.confinement, 
tor firing a piſtol at him: but I ſuppoſe be was 
too happy, to appear againſt me; ſo I am again 
at liberty; but this may not always be the caſe; 
and, as I have beſides tranſgreſſed in ſome tri- 
fling points of law, I mean to quit England im- 
mediately. Not knowing that I can be any 
way ſerviceable to your honour, I humbly take 
my leave; and have only to requeſt that you- 
will pay the bearer of this, the balance which 
is between us. I remain your devote 

8 9 5 Os xu. 
LETTER XXVII. | 
Lady Laura Merianeth to Miſs Lumly.. 


"ox London, Nov. 30, 179 —. 
WHY, Jane, what can you poſſibly be do- 
ing in the country at this dreary ſeaſon ? For 
Heaven's ſake, do make your eſcape by ſome 
means ar other, for fear you ſhould hereafter 
fancy yourſelf one of the natural appendages 
of that old manſion of your's, and incapable: of 
being removed. But as you havecondeſcended 
. x0. pramiſe your attendance at a certain event, 
Iwill (at your requeſt) write.qn till that ex- 
pected period. Indeed, Jane, I am a ſad nar- 
« -: Tatar, when there is ſo much to. be ſaid of felt. 
In my laſt, I think I informed you, that 
 Chfford was gone, tor a fcw days, into Kent, 


| laughing ) 
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and that I expected his return, to eſcort me to 
London. He came, and brought me the wel- 
come account of Merioneth's 1 3 — diſco- 
very of Ellen, of which I ſhall reſerve the par- 
ticulars till we meet. 

By degrees, we informed Mrs. Merioneth 
of all Mifs Rutland's perſecutions ſince her de- 
prone from the Priory. She was a little of- 


fended that I had been ſo long filent on the ſub- 


ject; but I ſoon appeaſed her, by pleading my 
promiſe to my friend. Having thus done away | 
every ſuſpicion which before had clonded the 
charaQter of Ellen, I had theſatisfa&tion to per- 
ceive, that my aunt- was not a little intereſted 


for her future happineſs. 


Not to be'tedioufly prolix, you may imagine 
-us arrived in London, and ſettled in an elegant 


2 houſe, in St. James's ſquare. 


Immediately after breakfaſt, the day fs 


ceeding our arrival, T went, attended by Clif- 
- Jord, to the houſe of Mr. Harris. We here 
found Lord Merioneth, as uſual, ſighing to his 
fair Ellen. Nothing could exceed our mutual 
pleaſure at this happy rencontre; and Albert 
endeavoured to turn it to bis own advantage, 


by entreating Ellen to leave the point on which 


they were before ene entirely to _ arbi · 


7. his point, you may foppoſe, was a private 


: marriage. 


Vou muſt pardon me, my lord (ſald the little 


_ hufley) for declining the jnterference of Lady 


Laura; and, (addreffing me) highly as I value 


your ladyſhip's iriend{hip, and much as lam 


indebted to your kindneſs, I cannot think you 


in this cauſe a proper arbitreſs. 


And why not, my cautious Ellen? (faid I, 


— 
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Becauſe (ſaid ſhe) as you ATA with ſo much 
greatneſs of mind, deſpiſed the allurements of 
grandeur, you will, doubtleſs, recommend to 
Lord Merioneth a fimilar contempt of them. 

Certainly, ſaid I, I ſhall; and call you an ar- 
Tant little prude into the bargain, if you do not 
confeſs yourſelf infinitely indebted to my very 
Proper example. 

Clifford was applied to: he ſeriouſly declined 
giving any opinion. Albert renewed bis im- 
portunities; but Ellen would aſſent to no pro- 
Poſals made without the ſanction of his family. 

My obligations (ſaid ſhe) to Lady Derwent, 
are not leſſened by thoſe circumſtances which 
have deprived me of her protection; and ſhall 
I, after being.unfortunately the cauſe of ſepa- 
rating the affections of her family, by one haſty, 
one unſanctioned deed, be the deſpiſed barrier 
to their future union Þ No, my lord, think 
better of me; and know that I will not deſerve 
miſery, though I may be deſtined to ſupport it. 

Ab, Jane! I could ſay nothing to ſentiments 
like theſe; ; they would have ſuited admirably 

our moraliing ladyſhip: as for us, earthly 
3 we found the ſubject rather painful, and 


E | diſmiſſed it as faſt as poſſible. 


The ſweet girl entreated me to ſtay the day 
with her. This I could not do, but promiſed 
to return in the evening. Clifford and Merio- 
neth took a family dinner with us in St. James's 
ſquare, Severn came in time for tea. We af- 
terwards adjourned to Clarges-ſtreet, and 
paſſed one of the happieſt evenings I ever ex. 


perienced. No cards,—no ennut, — no o ſandal: | 
— it was, my friend, 


'The feaſt of reaſon, and the PO of ſoul. 
Clifford! Ah ! you can form no idea of bim. 
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Stay, let me affiſt your imagination. He is, 
my Jane, at once the ſcholar, ihe lover and the 
gentleman. All ſoftneſs when he addreſſes me: 
all attention when he aſks an opinion; yet too 
ſincere to acquieſce' in an error, even in his miſ- 
treſs. He inſtructs without offending, and im- 
proves when he appears only endearouring to 
leaſe. . 
At a late hour our party ſeparated; but not 


| before I had engaged Ellen, by my aunt's re- 


queſt, to ſpend the next day in St. James - 
ſquare... 

During the evening, I learned that lord Sex 
vern had propoſed going bimſelf to the Priory, 
to bring about, if poſſible, a reconciliation;—- 
that be intended making propoſals for Julia; 


and, ſhould they be accepted, to refign her bor. 


tune in favour of Ellen. 
Merioheth rather proudly deelined his friend's a 
propoſals, by ſaying, he ſhould: not chools to 
deprive his ſiſter of her fortune 
erioneth (replied Severn) I am ferioully 
offended at your unnecefſany. punQilios. Is not 
my eſtate deſcended trom Miſs Rutland's father? 
And has ſhe not a right to expect a compenſa - 
tion? If the earl agrees to my propoſals, why 
not receive it from your ſiſter's hands, who 


will, Lam ſure, rejoice in the power of contri 


buting to your happineſs ? Should I unfortu- 
nately receive a denia}, I maſt ſtill confider my- 
ſelf my couſiaꝰs debtor, and. dexiſe ſome other, 
means of payment. Þ 
Enough (cried Albert, extedding g his Land; to 
his friend;) I will ſubmit to your: direction. 
What ſays my Ellen? 8 
That I will cheerfully accede to any meaſure 
likely to enſure the approbation of Your! lore» 
pg 8 Kune, | 


- 
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A thouſand thanks, my deareſt Ellen, for 


this generous conteſſion. On this point then I 
reſt my hopes (turning to Severn) and will en- 


deavour to await patiently the reſult of your 


Journey. My | 
Lord Severn received the praiſes of our little 
party, for his conſiderate conduct, while the 
penſive Ellen only bluſhed her thanks. To- 
morrow, I fetch her home. I am more than 
ever intereſted in her happineſs. Adieu. 
'Your's, LAURA MER1ONETH: 


1 LE TTER XXVIII. 
Lady Laura Merioneth to Miſs Lumly, 


WELL, Jane, prepare for more wonder. 


Fortune is determined not to do her work by 
halves, It is true the jade has tormented us a 
little, but ſhe ſeems now about to make ample 
compenſation. But bow? methinks you ſay 
Has my lord relented ? No, no; but yet we 
do pot deſpair of him: for we have gained 
ſuch an auxiliary as even Lord Derwent him- 
ſelf cannot withſtand. What ſey you to Sir 
Felix Rutland?“ Amazing! you cry. Why, 
ſo it is, but no leſs true for being ſtrange, _ 
In ͤ my laſt, I tbipk, I informed you, that 
Ellen was to ſpend the enſuing day with me: 
ſhe did fo, and my aunt politely requeſted ber, 
to make her home in St. James's-ſquaze, To 
this ſhe agreed, after ſome little heſitation. 


| Severn departed for the Priory, well laden 


with letters. and commiſſions. The attention 
of our beaux, left us but little leiſure to reflect 


* Or, in other words, Ellen's grandfather, who 
has lately ſucceeded to the title of a baronet, Which 


event was announced in the Gazette a few weeks ago. 


— 


.% 


DR RWENT PRIORY. 185 


on the abſence of Severn. Lord Merioneth i in- 
deed was ſometimes inclined to be a little im- 
patient; but Mrs. Merioneth undertook to 
"keep him in proper order. Sometimes ſhe: 


wou'd check his hopes by fears, and then again 


* diſperſe his tears with hopes. Well, I laugh- 
ed, Ellen ſmiled, Clifford looked mildly. hap- 
Py, and Merioneth as well as could be ex- 


pected. 
So paſſed many days, without any news 


from the Priory. Recollecting one morning 


that I had a trifling commiſſion tor a jeweller, I 
took the chariot, and, accompanied- by my 
friend, ſet out for the city. While we were in 


the ſhop, · an elderly gentlemun entered, LO + 
: ported by a ſervant, 


Will you permit me, Sir (ſaid he, ade 


ſing the jeweller) to ſit down a few moments? 


A chair was brought, and. he was ſeated in 
it, apparently i in pain. > 
Are you not well, Sir ?—ſaid Ellen, in the 


ſofteſt and moſt plaintive note you can poſlidly 


concelve. 


Not very well, young lady (al he). My 


carriage has been overturned at the corner of 


this ſtreet ;- and the ſhock I received in falling, 8 


has rather deranged me; but I nee Jam 


not materially injured, 


I hope not, ſaid Ellen. . 3:30 


He eyed her with curioſity... = | 
The ſervant returned, bringing word that 


the carriage was too much injured to be uſed, 
Without going to the coach-maker's. 


Well (replied he) get me a coach; but be 
very particular what ſort of one you bring; 
for I am fearful of 1 e to Ster 


* 
; a 
* ” 
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If you are going to the weft end of the town, 
Sir (ſaid I) perhaps we can ſet you down. 

I cannot think of being fo troubleſome, ma- 
dam; beſides, it may be out of your way. My 
reſidence is Pall- mall. 

Not in the leaſt, Sie We are going into St. 
James's-ſquare. 

Then 1 will thankfully, fair lady, accept 
your offer. 

He purchaſed a few'trinkets, which he en- 
treated our acceptance of, as a tribute of gra- 
titude for our attention to an old man, 

Conditionally (ſaid I) that you inform us, 
whom we are to thank for them. 

Provided (ſaid he) that you promiſe, on your 
part, that no wild ſpark of a lover ſhall call 
me to account for my temerity, Ill. 

Agreed, ſaid I. 

And you, young lady (turning to Ellen) wilt 


you make the ſame engagement? 


Yes, indeed, Sir, ſmiling penſively on him. 

Why then, ladies, the perſon thus honoured 
ia addreſſing you, is called Sir Felix Rutland. 

[ bowed, and took the trinkets. Ellen did 
the ſame, but in viſible agitation. 

Sir Felix was lifted into the carriage, and 1 
had only time to bid Ellen rally her ſpirits, and 
make the moſt of this unexpected event. It 
was not in her power; ſurpriſe had overpow- 
ered her faculties, and ſhe ſat filently beſide 
him. Sir Felix appeared ſtruggling with pain; 
and, often looking in her pallid face, ſeemed. 
eagerly endeavoufing to read her very ſoul. 
At length addrefling himſelf to me, he requeſt- 
ed permiſſion to pay me, at ſome future pe- 
riod, his thanks for my kindneſfss. : 
Sir Fel Rutland (faid lt) will always de 5 
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. welcome viſitor at Mrs. Merioneth' a At the 
. | | 


ſame time I gave him a card. 
Hie read it, and exclaimed—ls i it poſſible that 


2 ] have the honour of addrefling Lady Laura 
* Merioneth?—Ah! my dear young lady, to 
. one branch ot your family I am under innume- | 
ty rable obligations. | q 
It you think ſo, Sir Felix, fungal me the 
. repreſentative of my family, and repay the obli- 
: ations by dining to-morrow in James's-ſquare. 
alt If I am able (be replied) I will avail myſelf 
* of to agreeable an invitation; but, way Lan 
| is this young lady your ſiſter. 
5 No, Sir Felix,only a friend, fromthe country. 
4 He ſighed; and, I believe complained of 


i external inßrmity, the better to diſguiſe his 
2217 mental miſery. | 

The carriage ſovn' after flop, and he was 
11 conveyed into the houſe. - Ellen relieved by his 
80 departure, gave vent to her feelings by an 
agony of tears. 


. Fortunately, on our 5 at home, Mrs. 
ed Merioneth was alone. To her I related the 
; q | occurrences of the morning. She encouraged 
8 | us to hope every thing from ſuch favourable” 
I circumſtances; for doubtleſs, he alluded to 
F Ellen, when he named his obligations to my fa- 
Th mily. In the evening our beaux attended 

; to conduct us to the play, but on hearing 
40 the events of the morning, it was poſtponed; ' 
% fearing that, as it was tragedy at both houſes, 
11 the ſpirits of Miſs Rutland would be too much _ 
J. flurried. Inſtead, we made up a ſmall concert 
% and never did I hear ſuch ſoul-breathing 


ſtrains; as thoſe which fell from the lips of 

1275 Ellen. How powerfully does reſtraint a& on 
the human mind!—At the Priory, I have often 

23 - Bears her tremulous notes, but knew not halt 
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the excellence of her voice; for it was generally 
in large parties, where ſhe was awed by the 
over-bearing conſequence -of Lord Derwent; 
but here gratitude conquered timidity, and ſhe | 
gave her powers all their compals. | 

The delighted Albert flew to her, as ſhe 
aroſe from the harpſichord, and leti her in tri- 
pmph to a ſeat, while ſhe modeſtly ſhrunk from 
the praiſes we beſtowed on her. It was late be- 
fore we ſeparated, and engaged our gentlemen 
to be with us the next day at dinner. 

— 

vou muſt excuſe frequent interruptions in 
my narrative, for I can ſcarcely write a dozen 
lines together. 

Having brought you to the conclufion of the 
day on which we firſt met Sir Felix, I muſt 
now inform you, that on Mrs Merioneth re- 
peating my invitation, we received for anſwer, 
that he would certainly wait on us. Scarcely 
bad we congratulated. each other on his ready 
acquieſgence, when Merioneth unexpectedly 
made his appearance. IIe came with a packet 
juſt arrived from Devonſhire. Literally to 
tranſcribe it, would take more time than I 
have to ſpare; therefore take the heads. 
Lady Derwent wrote to Mrs. Merionetb, to 

Ellen, and to Albert.— To Mrs. Merioneth ſhe 

acknowledged herſelf greatly indebted for her 

conſideration in taking Ellen under her protec- 
tion. —She adds: Dear as Ellen is, dear as ſhe 
ever will be, to my heart, I cannot conſent to 
ber marriage with Albert (by this we learned 
that Albert had applied for her conſent)—nor 
can! forget that I am tht wife of Lord Der- 
Went, and the mother of his ſon; and that to 
this ſon he fondly looks up, as the ſupport of 
his declining years, and the PUPULLAE of his 


dience between my huſband and my ſon ? 
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name,—Can I then, my dear ſiſter, by granting 
a ſeparate conſent, raiſe the barrier of diſobe- 

To Albert, in maternal ſolicitude, ſhe com- 
mands and entreats by turns ;-tells him to go 
again to the continent, and to truſt to her en- 
deavMirs for accompliſhing the object he is ſo 


intereſted in; but, as he values ber peace, 10 


o no farther in the affair of marriage without 
555 father's approbation. 


To Ellen, her ladyſhip condeſce nds to apo- 
logiſe for the part ſhe took in the affair with 


Sir John.—Marrying you to advantage (ſhe 


ſays) was an object near my heart, made ſo by 
my affection for you; but when the immediate 
well-doing of my ſon became ſo obviouſly con- 
neQed with your affairs, can.you wonder that 
1 exerted all my powers to fix your choice, and 
accelerate your marriage; well knowing, when 
you became the wite of another, that your prin- 


ciples would make you juſt to your huſband, 


and, I hoped, indifferent to Lord Merioneth,? 
As a friend, you may condemn the {ſeverity 
of my conduct; but, as a mother, your own 


yoo ſenſe will find ſufficgent,extenuation ſor it, 


o your own heart, Ellen, I appeal. Can I 


encourage my ſan. in diſobedience to his father, ? 
Time and patience may do much.; in the mean 
time, exert your influepce with Merioneth, to 


ſubmit, without zepiniag, to the will of the 
earl. A twelvemonth ſpent on the continent, 
may awaken new ideas ; and (ſtart not, Ellen, 


at the ſuppoſition) it may even weaken. his at- 
tachment to you. At all events, if you value 
my peace, entertain no thoughts, at preſent, 


an union with Merioneth. Should any ſu- 


ture period of time, or any unforeſeen event, 
. occaſion Lord Der vent to conſent to this alli- 
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ance, you may reſt aſſured, that you have in 
me a friend, anxious for your welfare, and one 
that will negle& no opportunity ef promoting 
your happineſs. In the mean time, I am ſorry 
to be the meſſenger of ill news; but the earl, 
inſtigated by ſome recent occurrences, has 
taken from your ſmall fortune, the full ex- 
pences of your education; of courſe, there re- 
mains but a very trifle for your. ſubſiſtence, 
But if you will oblige me, by accepting of an 


apartment at the houſe of Mrs. Jarvis, a friend 


of mine, at Chelſea, I will take upon me to 
ſatisfy all pecuniary demands. Our ſteward 
is empowered to enter fully into this ſubjedt 
with you; he is likewiſe charged with the care 
of your clothes and jewels. 5 
Julia's letter to Ellen was long and affec- 
tionate. She pathetically laments the obdu- 
racy of the earl ; but ſpeaks in high terms of 
the affection her mother entertains for Ellen; 
ſeems to think her preſent ſituation only tem- 


| Pray; and therefore urges her acceptance 'of 


ady Derwent's offer. She adds, the earl is 
greatly. exaſperated at Clifford's ingratitude, 
and her couſin Laura's choice. This was a 


ſubject Mrs. Merioneth was obliged to write to 


him on; but he has not condeſcended to an- 
iwer ber letterr,,e . fa 
„Well, Jane, what think you now of this no- 
ble peer ?----How I deſpiſe his meanneſs l 7 


What pititul vengeance has he taken !--«-He 


could not, with all his artifice, diſpoſe . of El- 
len's perſon ; ſo, as ſome equivalent for the 
diſappointment, be has deprived, her of her 
fortune, Thank Heaven! ſhe is ſuperior to 

the-lois of it, and happily beyond the reach of 
his favours or his frowns. For myſelf, I am. 
ſentimen:s on my con- 


L. 


"IN 
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duct: he can lay no embargo on my fortune: 
1 wiſh poor Merioneth could ſay the ſame. 

To Merioneth, Severn. wrote as follows: 
-— That on his arrival at the Priory, he was 
received with all poſſible reſpect by. every 
branch of the family ; that he found the earl 
confined with the gout, and the counteſs great- 
Iy indiſpoſed through fatigue and anxiety, and 
Jars, the dear Julia, quite pen/ero/a 5 that 
ba ving firſt. given eaſe to the perturbed ſpirits 
of the ladies, and opened in part his. commiſ- 
fion, he was conducted to the apartment of the 
peer; that, after delivering the letters he was 
charged with, and giving evidence of the ſafety 

and innocence of Ellen, he proceeded. to buſi- 
oe a 
His own offers were volitely accepted; but 


de- when be ventured to name the hopes of Me- 
lus. rioneth, his Lordſhip's politeneſs vaniſhed into 
of. air, When Severn propoſed, as Miſs Rutland's 
n 3 relative, to drop Julia's fortune in favour of, 
m- Merxioneth, the earl replied— _. on 
of Aye; you talk lire a young man; a very 
is young man indeed! but, from the alliance we- 
de, ba ve juſt agreed to, your intereſt becomes 
TY mine. I cannot, therefore, conſent to your. 
to childiſh generoſity, nor be ſo blind as to ba. 
in- bribed with my own money. There is my 


niece, too acting another pretty tarce, going 


to marry a fellow tor love, that can ſettle no- 
= thing on her but pompous phraſes and diſin- 
He tereſted profeſſions, à fellow that had not the * 
El- ſpirit to purſue Fortune when ſhe abſolutely + 
he invited him. No, no, my lord; it Merionee n, 
ner ever expects to be reſtored .to, my favour, be | 
to muſt quit England for a Fwelyemonrll and 
Lot 7 Mifs Rutland tor ever, 


am 1 was (lays Severn) preparing, to interrupt 
on 1% 
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him; which his lordſhip obſervin „ cried—Da 
not interrupt me ; but hear what I have to ſay! 
From the firſt moment of my acquaintance 


with you, I determined never to make you & 


party in this troublefome buſineſs ; for I judg- 
ed, trom what I could ſee of your Apo 
that, if you once knew your affinity to Miſs 
Rutland, you would enter with avidity.into her 
concerns, and perhaps diſconcert ſome of my 
ableſt plans. To prevent this, I commanded 
my family to be filent on the ſubject; and I 


thought Ellen would never gain ſufficient cou“ 


* 


rage to be herſelf the relator; but this boi 


tion various eircumſtances rendered abortive, 
As for Sir Felix Rutland, he, in her infant 
ſtate, renounced her, gave her up to the care 
and compaſhon of ſtrangers; nor has be cver 
made a ſingle enquiry after her: on the con- 


trary, he has named his heir, and, I am; told, 


aQually refides with him. And now, my lord 
(ſaid be, with firmneſs) weighing all theſe cir-. 
cumſtances, let this ſubject never come again 


bet weeg us }---Perhaps you may wiſh to en- 


tertain the ladies; and I wiſh to be alone. To- 
morrow morning I ſhall expect you again. 
Returning, to the parlour, I found Julia 
alone, She liſtened: to my love, ſhe accepted 
of my heart, ſhe even promiſed me an early 
day for our union: but yet it was an evening 


of regret ; for we could not loſe, fight of your 


diſappointment. 


I muſt not omit informing you, though you 
already know it in part, that Sir John follow- 
ed Oſkam to London, the better to ſecure Miſs 
Rutland; that our >appy recovery of her, by 
fruſtrating their plans, threw Oſkam into ſowe 
embarraſſments, ſo that he did not venture to 
appear before his exaſperated maſter, after the 
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ruin of his laſt fcheme ; that he wrote to him, 


ſtating that he was goingabroad, and:requeſted |. 
that's balance due to him my 


might be paid into 


. the hands: of a perſom by whom he ſent the let- 


ter. Sir John refaſed payment, aſſerting that 
Oſkam was in his debt. Oſkam, rendered deſ- 
pebate by neceſſity, ventured on a ſcheme, 


few others wand have thought :prafticable. 
Inſt ead of gaing to America, . be went poſt to 


Sir John's houſe in Cornwall, and informed 


the ſteward that Sir John was going to conti- 
nue the winter in London; that a houſe Was 
taken, and ſervants hired; that, having been 
ard run for caſh, be had overdrawn : his 
banker, and, to make up the deficiency, muſt. 
Dave all the money out ot his hands. The 


ſteward, knowing Oſkam ſtood ſo high in «the 


confidence of tis maæſter, made no heſitation in 


comply ing, and ga ve him cafh to a conſidera- 
ble amount; with which, and his maſter's 
wardrobe, a Httle plate, and a few valuables | 
of light carriage, he actually decamped, and 


has not ſince been heard of, A few days at- 


terwards, Sir John himſelf arrived in Com wall. 
The ſteward, having no idea of the impoſi- 


tion, hoped his honour had received the caſh 
in time. This brought on an explanation, 


which had very nearly been fatal to the peor 


old man, 'whom his impatient maſter hurled 
trom the firſtiſt air caſe into the hail. Forget 
tul of the licence be had given this villanous 
promoter of his.gattty pleafures to moleſt the 


tranquillity aad diſturb the repoſe ot others, 
he begame outrageous when he found "himfelt 


the dupe of that artifice he had ſo often ap- 
| plauded, When er on others. It is ſaid, 
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he is gone to Italy. Theſe circumſtances have- 
tranſpired from the family at Maplemount.. 

Severn apologiſes tor his abſence ; and de- 
fires our gentlemen to make uſe of his houſe, 
which he ſhall not return wy! Hill the arrival > 
Lady Severn. 2 

It is impoſſible to daſcribs 26: you the daup 
theſe letters threw over our late eerdab party: J. 
The earl's abſolute refuſal ot his ſon's reque ny 
on the one hand, and the information that Sir 
Felix had adopted an heir, on the other, to- 
gether with the loſs of her ſmall patrimony, to 
which, in the worſt of times, ſhe looked for 
ſupport in retirement, made me tremble for 
the ſpirits of my friend. To my great ſurprize, 
ſhe ſupported. the ſhock with fad for 
tude, 

Mercy on der that there ſhould be all this 
| buſtle about permitting a woman to bear the 
name of Merioneth, who would honour, by 
her alliance, the: firſt potentate on earth! 

Ellen, with great firmneſs, entreated We 
exaſperated Merioneth to obey the wiſhes of 
his friends, by departing for the continent. 

Never, never, Ellen, will J leave you, un- 

rotected, to the mercy of my unfeeling father. 
Be mine, my love. Condeſcend to be the paxt- 
ner of. my:flight; and to: morrow's ſun, if you 
Jo will it, ” hall witneſs our departure. In your 
ſociety, all climes would be alike ä 
You would compenſate for a hoſt of friends. 

Merioneth (ſaid. ſhe) could I ſur mount every 
other objeQian to our marriage, Lady Der- 
went's appeal to. my generoſity M probi- 
bit my conſent. 

Diſtraction! Yeried he,. walking wildly about 
the roomy Are Jeu an accomplice in * 


miſery? 5 


not called forth your love. ori e 
- This js too much, Lord Merioneth (replied, 


% 


DERWENT PRIORY., 195 


I endeavoured to inſpire hope; but my voice 


was not heard. Merioneth advanced. 


Ellen (ſaid he, kneeling before her, while 
he ſtared wildly on ber pallid face) I have loved 


you long and fervently, Do not haſtily decide 
on a point of ſo much importance. Tbis ap- 


peal to your 2 is a conſpiracy againſt 
my peace. 


mine: only be mine, and lea ve 
the reſt to Fortune. You can no longer plead 


obligations to my family: they have baſely re- 


Fee, Eooahs fra ole 
It is true, my lord, (ſaid ſhe) that I am hap- 
pily relieved from a weight of obligations, 


| which have long oppreſſed me. I rejoice that 
Lord Derwent has repaid himſelf ; for we can 


ill ſupport the recollection of favours from 
thoſe we find it impoſſible to eſteem. The 
earl, it is true, has freed me from obligations; 
but he has not taken from me my ſenſe of right: 
and, believe me, no mean ſyſtem of revenge 
ſnall induce me to enter a family which has ſo 
unequivocally rejected me. _ 


Ohl hold, for pity's ſake! (cried he) nor irre- 


vocably reſolve on a point which would anai- 
hilate the peace of Merioneth! Will you, who 


ought to deſpiſe, ſecond the avaricious views of 


my father, and be the willing abettor of bis 


- unfeeling plans? Ellen, you have deecived 
yourſelf or me. If you really loved me, could 


you thus calmly deſire my departure? No, 


lovely, but miſtaken woman, my affections, my 


diſtreſſes, have excited your compaſſion, but 


— 


my friend). I expected, from your candour, a 


very different conſtruction of that conduct 
which the peculiar nee of my ſituation has 
Th - „ 


7 
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_ .obliged-me to adopt. For your ſake, T would 
have waved ꝓunctilios: I would have been 
r's with ihe bare conſent of your family, in 
opes, that time and my unabating aſſiduity, 
would have 1 5 7 approbation. Theſe 
hopes are paſt; for the earl has declared, that 
nothing but yaur abſolute renuneiatien - of me 
forever, can veſtore you to his favour. Con- 
ider tbe. foroe · of this expreſſion; reflect on the 
conſequences of a premature marriage, and 
acquit me of unkindneſs, when Taſſert, that.! 
never will enter a family which threatens to 
make the price. of my alliance, the digrace- at 
"leaſt, if notthe ruin, of m hoſband. 
He was appezſed: be kiſſed her paſlize 
hands; but looked the very image of deſpair. 
This iudden change in his appearance alazm- 
ed us both, more than the moſt violent inves- 
tive. The long ſuppreſſed tears rolled dun 
the pallid cheeks of my friend, while ſhe called 
him her dear Albert, and intreated him to riſe, 
The ſound of her ſweet . voige, ſo wwely 
5 addreſſed. to him neralled his recollection, _ 
Am 1, indeed, dear to you? And yet * 
dema me to miſery— — 

Atabe moment of bis ſaying this the door 
opened; and Sir Felix ſtood before us, accom- 
1 panied by my. aunt Albert aroſe. Sir Felix 

. Advanced 20 i 
=_ VPooang gentleman, e which 
this good ﬀdy (turning to my aunt) has kindly 
=. explained to me, I muſt inform you, that Lam 
= particularly intereſted .in the concerns of -this 
a 4 la TW. 


Lites. aroſe ; but, ſo great was her ien, 
that. it was with. diſſibulty ſhe ſtoed. Sir Felix 
"A wFembling hand; he os or be #1an- 
* b 


\ 
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Vou fear (ſaid he) a rene wal of that ſeverity 
which was ſo fatal to your unfortunate mother. 


Ab! fo. ſhe looked ſo ſhe trembled; when 
ſme intreated me to admit the viſſts of her lover. 
Hl-fated Ellen! I rejefted your petition, and 
cdiſo wned your offspring! | 


He pauſed for a moment; My friend ſank on 


5 ber knees before him. 


This is too much (ſaid he); then, turnin to 


my aunt, intreated her to excuſe him from that 
day's appointment, and made a burrying mo- 
tion to be gone: which Ellen perceiving, cried 


— Will you not ſpeak ? Will you not bleſs; * 


"chiitd. ? 


Merionethz placing bimſelf beſide her, ſup- 


; ported her in his arms. 


Child! pas he, with ſeverity) have you r not 


been taught to execrate'thic author of your: mo- 
8 her” s woes? 


Never (ſaid ſhe, with fervor). bas Ellen 


: breed a with diſcordant to your peace, or 


dared repine at any thing but the deprivation | 


dl your affections. 


Dear ſemblance of my murdered Ellen! (ſtoop- 


ing to embrace her, while Merioneth, obſerving 


his agitation, raiſed her from the ground) what 


© a:wretch do appear! (ſaid Sir Felix, holding | 
her to his heart). Why did I not ſaccour thy 

_- infavcy, and protect thy early. youth? Ah! 
a NY leave you to eat the bitter bread of: mean 


ndenee? 
He pauſed. The, vecolle ion of paſt-evens 
ſeemed to crowd upon bis memory, Heſank 


4 + 


dna chair, and: fobbed in agony;. while the 
_ tears of remorſe rolled down bisfurrowedckeek; 


Ellen kenelt at his teet; and intreated him to be 


8 9 


Nie! (aid be, 3 in a burying accent) I with. 
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not be reproached,---Begone ! begone! and ſee 
my face no, more. 


Alarmed tor the (| pirits of my friend; with the 


aſſiſtance of Merioneth, I conveyed her to ano<' 


ther apartment; then left him to Weg ve. ber 
ſpirits; and returning to the parlour, found Sir 
Felix more calm; and, at the earneſt requeſt of 

my aunt, he took a cordial, which greatly re- 
lie ved his ſpirits. I then, as deſired by Merio- 
neth, preſented to my aunt the letters which 
had arrived from the Priory. She was a ſtran- 
ger to their contents, having been engaged 
with company during our peruſal of them, 'and 
I had to apologiſe for having inadvertently 


broken the ſeal of that which belonged to her. 


She ran them over, and Pr eſented them to Sir 
Felix. 

Theſe letters (faid ſhe) will explain to you, 
Sir Felix, the exaQ ſituation of my young 
friends. If you. will excuſe us, we will lea ve 
vou to peruſe then. 

He geclined the offer, but requeſted leave 


to take them home---defired Merioneth to call 
on him in the evening, accompanied by my 


aunt, when they muſt endeavour to form ſonie 
plan likely to work upon the diſpoſition of the 
earl. My aunt promiſed to bring Lord Me- 
rioneth at the appointed hour, which was 
_ o'clock; and Sir F clix l took. his 
cave. 

I went again 10 Ellen. " She wis ally] 7 
Ciſpoſed. We ſent, for an apothecary, w 


recommended the loſs of a little blood, and a 


few hours' repoſe. To this propofal ſhe wit- 
lingly conſented. I faw her to bed; and, re- 
tu en to the dining-parlour, found Clifford 
arrived, and the dinner waiting for me. 


After the cloth was removed, we called on 


* 
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Mrs. Merioneth to account for che ſudden ap- 
pearance of Sir Felix. 
He came (ſaid my aunt) before Mrs. Man- 
ners had Ieft me, and made an apology for his 
early appearance. When we were alone, af- 
ter ſome previous converſation concerning his 
yeſterday's accident, he aſked me, if F would 
have the goodneſs to inform him, who that 
young lady was, who accompanied my niece ? 
Sir Felix (ſaid I) ſhe is the offspring of an 
untortunate attachment. brought up by a wo- 
man of taſhio > but ſome unavoidable occur- 
rences haye o liged her to renounce» the pro- 
tection of her early friend. At the earneſt de- 
fire of my niece, who has rendered her ſome 
ſervices, and is particularly attached to her, I 
received her here; and I muſt acknowledge, 
that the goodneſs of her heart, and the proprie- 
ty of her conduct, have rendered her almoſt | 
as dear to me as Laura herſelf. 
Madam (ſaid he, with earneſtneſs) will yok | 
favour me with the name of the perſon who 0 
long protected this young lady 2) 
„ Mrs. Merioneth,“ (re ta wy aunt); . 
Now, Lad) Derwent. Fr is enough! Ferre 
he)—1 am, ſatisfied. Then with great emotion 
continued: It is hard, madam, to acknow- 
ledge errors, or condemn ourſelves: I bad 
once a daughter, endowed with every” grace, 
rich in every virtue; ſhe was the conſolation 
of my life, and the hope of my declining years. 
In an ill-fated hour, 1 commanded” her to re- 
ſign a favourech lover, and receive a hufband of 
my choice. But, perhaps, madam, you know 
the tale, and I need not repeat my own'uptee!- 
ing conduct. Iſs, Merioneth "flew to the 
affiſtance of her ſuffering friend, watched. her 
dienen, and, 1 nave. been r mel, bas 


— * * 24 
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ſince taken charge of the child. The extreme 

reſemblance this young lady, bears to my un- 
fortunate.daughter, together with the circum- 
ſtances you have related, induce me. to hope, 
that chance has thrown in my way a jewel, 
| which ſhame and pride have hitherto prevenſeg 
my ſęeeking. 

And will you receive her? (ſaid my. aunt). 
Will you at faſt hear the voice ot nature from 
the lips of Ellen? 

Then ſhe is my child? Gracious Haenel. 
thank thee!---But will ſhe'own, for 2, parent, 
the repentant author of her mother's. woes? 
5 —— ſhe not hate my name, and | deſpiſe ma 

ority? 


7 * Sir Feliz; the heart of Mils Rutland | 
is ſuperior-to theſe ſentiments, _ 

I. muſt ſee her (faid he). I ml, it poſkble, | 
atone for my former negle d. But, recollect- 
ing himſelf, he begged to- be informed what 
had occalioned her removal from the Priory. 
This led to a long train of ci mſtances, 
with which you are already. acquainted ; and: 
concluded with informing: him, that Lord Me- 
rioneth was even then in the. houſe. 


Let me. ſee them . —Let me inſtantly ſes; 
them (ſaid he). 

.- My,aunt:made. no bie ieh; bur led the way. 
to the parlour. The ſcene which, followed, 
you are already acquainted with, 

In the evening, my aunt and Merioneth ſet. 
out for Pall-mall:;: Ellen was in a ſweet ſleepy 
and my ladyſhip and Clifford: left. e * 
and a moſt plea evening it was. 

Not having had an opportunity before to 
ſpeak much of my. own affairs, T will now ſtate 
the bes ds of our intended arrangements. Clif- 
ford's W conſis of a aan of, well cul- 
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tiwateck eſtate in Kent, on which, I am in- 
formed, ſtands a commodious manſion. My 
fortune is about thirty thouſand pounds; twen- 

ty are.ſettled- on myſelf; the other ten, I re- 

n to Clifford: My aunt is to retain this 
EC and here we are to reſide in the winter. 
The Twiekenham bouſe, being in great want 
ot repair, is to be given up; as we are to 1 
ſide the next ſummer in Kent. Nh” 

You can form no idea of Clifford's W 
for, what he terms, my —— Ah! 
Jane, with what confined. optics do the bulk. 
of mankind judge of our Sions! Where can 
be the great. merit of laying out a few thouſand 
pounds, to ſecure. the eſteem, the protection, 
and the affe ctions of a deſerving man? I: told 
2 that 20: -extol this 8 as a — 
niece ot generoſity, was publithing. à hbeF on 
tbe dunn race; for, ſurely, it is impoſſible to 
frame a ſeverer ſatire on the. general ſelfiſhneſs- 
of mankivd. I will diſmiſs. the ſubject,” in the 
"on of my favourite. bard: 4 441 


CE 86 ſhines « good deed in u haughty world 


| _ was late before. my aunt and Merieneth 
returned from Pall- mall. 
. Lawa(ericd he, hurrying 10 me) 1 am all 
bo all love, .alleeſtaly! - 
| 1 (ſaid I)- - Welt ne rap- 
tures, and tell us why you are all hope and 
ecſtaly; ve know e been al love. 2 
long While. 
Let me ſpeak only 4 words to kues, and 
1 will tell you any thing. 
Not. à ſyllable to-night, - could you even 
make me prime favourite tothe Grand Sigper. 
Why then, poſitively, Jam ſilent. 
That muſt not be (ſaid Clifford, n ) 
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We preſage good news from the hilarity of your 
appearance. ; 

He would have proceeded; but Merionetb, 
haſtily interrupting him, cried Vou preſage 
right, thou prince of ſages. Know that the 
generoſity at Sir Felix Rutland is beyond com- 

riſon. I am commiſſioned to lay ſuch propo- 
{als before the earl, as ev en avarice itſelf cannot 
| _— And would not you be all hopes: all ece. 

1 

* am both (ſaid Clifford, callantly, l to 
my ladyfhip.) Where lady Laura permits 
hope, ecſtaſy muſt follow. 

A truce with your compliments (ſaid I;) 
give us particulars; and, above all, what of 
the heir that the earl's letter alluded to? 

There is ſuch a perſon in being as an heir 
(replied Merioneth) but only to a part of the 
eſtate affixed to the title but yet an immenſe. 
fortune is at .the diſpoſal of Sir Felix, Mr. 
| Monſon, whom you have beardof as the deſtined 
1 huſband,of my Ellen's mother, has paid the 
debt of nature, leaving Sir Felix the ueceſlor 
to his extenſive poſſeſſions. | 

I have nat time to comment on this ſortunnte 
- revolution in the affairs of my friend; be it ſuf- 
ficient to ſay, that Albert was with us the next 
| morning to breakfaſt, and that Elten, charm- 
ingly recovered, liſtened to his Aptares with | 
place. miles. 6 

Aftet a thouſand dies, and ten thoulend- 
eee he ſet out for the Priory. Sir 
Felix, dined with us; and, the cheerfulogls of 
Cliſford, with the good nature of my aunt, . 
kept up a tolerable lively converlation, and 
prevented. either of our gueſts from ce 
to the late agitated ſcene. 

Ia the evening, Sir Felix eſcorted us to ide 
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theatre, where we were agreeably entertained. 
Sir Felix really lives here, he feemis' only to 

breath in the preſence of Ellen. Clifford is 
arbor of the lawyers. Ellen ſighing for her 
mate, but in hourly expectation of his return. 
Vour's is this moment come to hand. \ So; >) 
you cannot poſhbly be in London before Chriſt- 
mas! Not knowing how to remedy the evil, I 
muſt accept your excuſes, and cloſe this enor-' 
mous packet with my hearty wiſhes for Foun) - 
arival'; in the mean time, I am your's, 8 
130 ee b Maatonzrn. 2 


LETTER XXIX. 14. 

"Lally Laura Merioneth to Mifs Lumly, + 4! 75 
AFT ER leading you ſo far through the 
drama, and finding that you abſolutely cannot 
be preſent at its concluſion, Iam induced, out 
of mere compaſſion, to continue my narrative, 
In my laſt, I ſhould have informed you, that 
the earl ſteward arrived ſome days ago, bring- 
ing with bim Miſs Rutland's movables, and the 
tarcical-account of the diſburfement'of her for- 

tune.---=It is very well, Mr. Johnſon (faid my 
friend, with dignity) you may leave the 58 

—at ſome future time I will amine them. 18 
He bowed, and departed. te 
He was likewiſe charged Ack letter + 

my aunt, in which my folly was ſeverely ar. 
raigned, and Clifford's conduct treated with 
ſome aſperity; but this I carefullę concealed 
from my ſwain, and prepared to attend, my 
aunt and Ellen to Pall-mall, where we' were 
| eußzaged to dine.— Clifford attended n: 

In the afternoon, Ellen preſented her ma- 


8 ther s portrait to Sir he -- as We 1 7152 of her 
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There needs no farther proof, my-child- (ad 
he) of your claims upon we. Without any 
other circumſtance, your great teloiklilannero 
yaur mother would have been yaur- en 
my heart; and I have only to hape; that my 

attention to your future welfare, will obliterate 
the remembrance of my paſt unkindneſs. 

Saying this, he kifled the portrait: with-affec- 
|, tion; and returned it to Ellen. 5 
But you have not. told me (ſaidihe) if: BY 
powers with which. FE have entruſted: Lord Me- 
rioneth, meet your approbation? 

My ſenſe of your generoſity, ſir (ſaid ſhe); is 
ff too great for utterance ;. and. IL ha ve only now 
= to tear being ſpoiled with exceſs of indulgence. 
| . Fam; fo- fully perſaaded, from the whole te- 
'nour of your conduct (ſaid he) that no- indul- 
gence. can ſpoil you; and ſo well ſatisfed with 
your paſt behaviour, that I think no reward 
toa great tar it; and I hope that, in the difiate- 
reſted affe tions of Lord Merioneth, you will 
find a rego 2 every paſt afSGion, - + 
At this inſtant the door: opened, and Merio- 
neth himſelf appeared. He wa in a moment 
4 by the ſide of Ellen. 
My lifel my love! (cried he)-—will you n not 
cCondeſcend to bid me welcome7 | 
Lord Merioneth! (trembling, and extending 
| | kibe lilly. hand) we d net Expect: you an 
| fo early, 2 N25 
But ſurely, Ellen, my expedition will nat re- 
| tard my welcome 0 
BS Not in the leaſt ;; dai 
Come, come (eried Sir Felix ;) no e 
girl tell Merioneth, you ave heartily glad to 
ſee bim, and give him inſtantiy a on to reward 
him for/his expedition. 
My dear fir, ſaid ſhe, ſurely Lord Merionath 
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cannot daubt of a ſincere welcome from me 
eſpecially when lam at. once ſo Ee 
us to abey v and gratity myſellf. 

My ;generous Ellen! Aid he, and do. you | 
pronounce me worthy: a reward which 1 
compenſate:for a thouſand . journeys? 
She inclined her head — — 
while the erimſon- tide covered — lovely face. 
He delicately kiſſed her glowing cbeek ; then, 
ſpringing in a moment ſromchis ſappliant poſ- 
ture, and genthy raiſing. e een _—_ m 
lecther towards Sir Felix. 

Here, cried he, preſantiog her, i 


Here Lotte his golden ſhafts employs | 
+ Here Tights his np" Hare Ivey" his purple wings.” 


1 eonjeQure. every ;thing that is agreeable, 
from the good ſpirits you. are returned in {cried 
Sir Felix ;) but. do — to talk a little i in- 

telligibly ton plain man. 

He bowed, led Ellen again Nl et nd, 
60 2 queſtion. from Sir Fel -of—How were 
your propofals received ? -an ,L dd 

Not fo well as Leguld wiſh, Sir Felix; but, 
if you, will generouſty condelcend e 
ſome little niceties in this affair 

What are the niceties ? repliod Sir Feli: | 

The earls refuſal of appearing Publicly to 
approve my choice, oræaking an concern in the 
arrangements of ſettlements, Bat I truſt, :fur, 
that you and Miſs Rutland will ſeparatemeceſ- 
ſuy from choice. I would have had her invited 

into a family which will be nnen 
in her alliancde. 

Pooh! poob;! * Sir Felix). Never 88 | 
ſuch trifles as theſe: we can ſettie every thing 
of this kind without him, provided. he has re- 
called ws ETA JOIN 5 unipn. 
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Entirely! replied Albert, with vivacity: 
Well, well; then we won't demur tt 


ſettlements and invitations. Something muſt 


be given up to prejudice, and ſome allowance 
made for the diſappointment of a favourite ob- 
jekt, which it appears to have been to the earl, 
to diſpoſe of you both in a different manner. 
Impatient for particulars, 1 rr what 


reception he met with? 


+ Tolerable- (ſaid he.) My mother was' too 
begins at my arrival, to diſguiſe her fentiments; 
and I bad the ſatisfaQon to obſerve that the 
earl but ill played off the indifference he feign- 
ed. Julia, all tranſport, forgot every thing but 


Severn. They liſtened in ſilence to my tale; 


and, at its concluſion, my mother and ſiſter 
warmly congratulated Miſs Rutland on her de- 
ſerved good fortune, while Severn wildly de · 
cla red he was never ſo happy in his lite. 
And now, my lord, ſaid he, what yl _ to 
wy couſin for a daughter? "4 
By Sir Felix acktowledging her, erery ob- 


jeRtion is removed, ſaid my mother. 


Rather, cried Julia, my dear. madam,” fay 
there never exiſted cauſe for an objection. 
And ſo, replied the earl, with aſſumed ſeve- 


rity, my reaſon is to be overwhelmed with a 
tale of wonder; and, while I am toft in aſto- 
niſhment, you would endeavour to gain an ex- 


torted conſent. 
I perceived that befitation outs add to is 


advantage over me: and therefore anſwered 
with firmneſs---: 


By no means, my rey I bt ubmit the eaſe to 


your candour, and ſhall to-morrow expect the J 
reſult of your deliberations. 


Upon what, young gentleman, do r 1. 
low. me to deliberate? 5H 2 
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Whether. your lordſhip will receive Miſs 
Rutland for your daughter, and by ſo doing 
make me the happieſt of men; or whether, by 
with-holding your approbation, you will 
oblige me to renounce my countrys. my name, 
my ſortune, and my family? 
Enough, enough! (replied the earh-we 
diſmiſs the ſubject for the preſent. 
He ſoon after retired, and the evening be- 
.came truly ſocial, in mutual enquiries and-con- 
gratulations. We perceived not the lapſe of 
time, and at late hour: we. Jdeparated or _ 
night. | 
Early the next morning, the; earl defired my 
attendance i in the library. He there pra 
me, that, as it did not ſuit him to take an ac- 
tive part in my marriage (to wbich, out of re 
gard. to my happineſs, he was induced to con- 
ſent) he ſhould avail himſelf oi a Aituation- in 
| Ireland which was juſt offered his. 
. You may make my reſpects to Sir. Felix 
(ſaid he) and tell him, that he has- ated with 
great generoſtiy; and that, profiting by oi 
example, I will endeaygur to arrange m 
fairs ſo as to afford you a more liberal a — 
ance. We have both ſomething to atone for; 
and muſt, therefore, forgive each other. With 
reſpect to ſettlements, I muſt decline- tun inter- 
Ference. 
1 ſoon aſter left him; and, Bade to my 
mother, procured her entire approbation of 

my choice. The next morning my ſiſter gave 
her hand privately to my triend Severn and 
ok in the evening, ſet out on my return to Lon- 
don. | 
My mother, Sir Feng, Or +6} you, for the | 
preſent, to the manuſcript which Miſs Rutland 

is in 8 of, and pledges herſelf to give 


. 
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every poſſible demonſtration of Miſs Rutland's 
affinity to you. 

On that ſubj ect, my dear Merioneth, (re- 
plied Sir F elix) I have never enertained a 
Aoubt. 

And to you, [fair couſin, I Min; compli- 
ments and congratulations innumerable, from 
Severn, his bride, and Lady Derwent, on your 

Having attained the period 6f + - twenty-one, diſ- 

miſſing two guardians, and .appointing a third, 

wich every poſhble-with for your datere dan. 
meſs. 

F I bowed to his compliments. 

Er a few days (continued Merioneth) my fa- 
chick and rcd begin their 3 journey, and in | 
about a week I expe Severn and my ſiſter in 
London. And now, Sir Felix, may I h 
that you will to- morrow give my lawyers t ihe 
meeting; and that you, my deareſt Ellen, every 

way ſuperior to prudery and parade, will 
condeſcend to name an'carly day for the com- 
0 mencement of my happineſs ; ; 
'Ellen, bluſhing! fearlet de 12 eteryelt the 
-whole to Sir F elix, who nam Thurſday fort- 
night. g 
She was About 0 evade the ſentence ; but 
ir Felix ſileneed her, by remarkigg, that bap- 
0 pineſs pas too fleeting to be'trifled-with, 
Do not (be added) play the part of a petu- 
lent cbild,—indifferent to 4 bleſſing, becauſe 
within your rea. 
lam corredted my An fer (faid ſhe) and will 
conteſs that I ſhall pr epare without relodante 
| io obey:your' wiſhes," 
| That is ſpoken like a girl of ſenſe (erted Sir 
Felix.). I hate to ſee women putting every body. 
gs in motion, and ftanding/fitl themſelves; 
"Tho time e agreed on; and, having myſelf 
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procraſtinated the period, fixed on for my 
union with Clifford, at his very earneſt requeſt, 

; promiſed to beſtow my hand on the ſame day 
„ TR Ty 
Sir Felix beſpoke the honour of giving us 
both away. He is really grown young again. 
You may ſuppoſe, Jane, that I have but little 
leiſure for writing; here is ſuch a buſtle, —ſo 
much finery,—ſo many parties for our amuſe- 
ment, —Merioneth ſo happy,—Ellen ſo tran- 
quil,—my ladyſhip ſo well pleaſed,-and Clif- 
ford abſolutely wild with tranſport. In ſhort, 
what with mantua-makers, milliners, lawyers, 
and lovers, we have not one leiſure hour in the 
EJ A 
A carriage ſtops at the door, Ellen out of 
breath, Mercy on us !—Lord and Lady Severn 
are arrived. +I muſt baſten to xeceive them, 


209590 enn os, | 
NOTHING but congratulations —I thought 
Julia would neyer quit the arms of her friend. 
They both wept even to agony, Sir Felix at 
length ſeparated them. He received Lady Se- 

vern with affe ion truly parental. She is, he 
ſays, doubly dear to him, being the early friend 
of bis Ellen, and the ſiſter of Merioneth. They 
would fain haye carried Ellen off to Severn- 
houſe ;-- but, I loudly proteſted. againſt any 
change till the general one takes place. You 
ha ve no idea of the generoſity of Sir Felix. A 
. moſt elegant ſervice of plate is this moment 
brought me, Hecalls it a.trifling recompence 
Aor my kindneſs to his child. one EE -. 
Adieu, my dear Jane. This is the laſt time 
I ſhall ſubſcribe myſelf your affectionate 
e ee er MER10NETH. 
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Tach Severn ty the Counteſs of Derwent. 
IN compliance with your wiſhes,. my ever 
honoured madam, I am now, with: heart-felt 
pleaſure, to inform you, that our dear and 
charming Ellen is the happy wife of her ador- 
ing Merioneth. The ceremony was performed 
at my aunt's houſe, on Monday evening, My 
ſweet ſiſter was all Mar gun b aura was 
all herſelf. Pleaſwe illumined every feature of 
Albert's countenabce, when he prefled to his 
heart, bis long. adored Elln. 
Chffard, with equal traaſport, received, as 
the beſt gift heaven could beſtow, the unreluc- 
tant band of his charwing Laura. I really. think 
it was not poſſible to have ſelected a more ani- 
mated party. Sir Felix was actually wild with 
joy, and my aunt declared herſelf bappier than 
at any former period of life. | IIS. 
After the ceremony we. adjourned to the tea - 
table, and the evening concluded with that 
happy tranquillity which is alike removed. from 
the vapours of melancholy, and the turbulence 
of mirth. My brother and ſiſter ha ve taken up 
their abode with Sir Felix. Mr. Clifford makes 
His home in St. James's ſquare. 8 2 
Veſterday we all met in Pall-mall; when, 
to our great ſurpriſe, Sir Felix apologiſed for 
leaving us, and we ſa w no more of him till late 
in the e e preſentiag a parchment 
to Ellen, he ſaſd, that muſt plead his excuſe for 
.deferting us. We ſoon found it was the writings 
„of a viſla at Richmond, which Sir Felix had 
that day completed the 3 . 
Do not ſuppoſe; (ſaid he, ſmiling) that Iam 
going to give you x houſe free of incumbrance; 
tor the terms of ydur admiſſion maſt include an 


on 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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old man, who is too happy in your ſociet , to. 
be eaſiTy compenſates for the loſs. of it. hat 
ſays my child! 7% gi we undertake age the 
remainder of my | 

Moft willingly, Fa (hid our dear Ellen, ſmil- 
ing through her tears;) and long, very long . 
may you be ſpared to your Sracely ul Ell Ellen, who. 
in promoting your happineſs, nd meritin the 
approbation of Lord Merioneth, will find ſecu- 
rity for her own repofſe. | | 
e countenance of Albert glowed. with... 

tranſport, while he liſtened to the ſoft melody 
of her voice. But why need L be.ſo minute 2—-— 
be it ſufficient to-ſay,, t at Clifford, Merioneth, 
and Severn, are the moſt endearing, of, men; 
white Laura, Ellen, and Julia, are the Topo 
of women. wy 

My dear mother, why are you not here to 
witneſs our felicity? — There is not à heart 
amongſt us, but would fe ow with additional 
wine could we: * r yaur an 

Et « 00 Kt 

2 x (in ee 0 ig 

LADY. Laura, has juſt, left me. +She: had 
with her a lady we. have often beard f= 
Miſs Lumly. She is now Mrs. Danville. Her 
huſband is a native ot France. His fortune is 
ſomewhat deranged; but his family and charac- 
ter unimpeachable. Mr. Lumly perceived ie = 
mutual ben and. wiſely preferred his 
daughters h | 
tion; and, = week, he attended them to tbe. 
altar. Buſineſs brought them to London, and. 
they are to continue here for ſome time. 

We. are to ſet out in a-ſew werks, en famille, 
tor Clifford's houſe in Kent, being part of a 
why eſtate which he. + from . , 


appineſs to every other conſidera- 
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It was repaired and fitted up previous to ele. 
marriage, under the direQions of Laura. There 
I hope to receive a packet from Ireland. | 
And here, wy dear mother, let me pauſe, in 
the fond hope, th at in a little time my honoured ' 
father will have forgotten every painſul recol- 
lection of paſt events, and be willing to return 
to the ſociety of his affe dionate children. 
Every one of our friends unite in ſentiments 
of love and eſteem to my honoured parents. 
My brother and ſiſtęr write by this conveyance. 
Ellen is here, —Their letters are ready. . 
Adieu, my dear, my revered mother! Pray 
For a continuance of that bliſs which a bene vo- 
lent Providence has Kindly beſtowed on your 
grateful and happy children; and believe me, 
with e affedtion, bs, 
| Your dutiful daughter, 2 3g 


Jol STV za. 
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LETTER XXXI. 8 
"The Right Hor. the Counteſs of Derwent! to Lady 


7. F 


PRO IDENCE has heard my prayers, and 
has ſhowered down its choĩceſt bleſſings on the 
highly-favoured heads of my now happy and 

| | Sratctul. elildren. 
| What, my dear Julia, ave a we to wiſh for, 
| more than a continuance of thoſe tavours we 
| already enjoy? Let us alſo endeavoyr to live 
ſo as to deſerve them, in the conſtant and babi - 
| tual practiee of virtue andbenevalence. Truſt 
me, the ſureſt, nay, the only foundation e 
pineſs, is. 40 be laid on the baſis of re &itude and 
morality.” Reſiſt, my deareft girls (for I. conſi- 
der myſelf as addreffing you both) the faci · 
| nating allorements of pleaſures, Which” court 


* % 6 : 
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but to deſtroy y. I do not wiſh you to ſeclude | 
- yourſelves from thoſe amuſements which are 
proper for your rank and ſtation; on the con- 
trary, think a moderate ufe of them, under 
proper reſtriftions, both neceffary and benefi- 
-cial. | Ts hve in the world, we muſt live with 
the world; thou gh weare not obliged to ſelect 
our aſſocia tes either from its ideors or maniacs. 
I wiſh I could have been near you at this in- 
tereflin N but I am the more eaſily x 105 
conciled to our ſeparation, by thinking that 

knowledge which your aunt, poſſeſſes will all 
be laid out to the advantage. of ber young 
friends, She! is a moſt excellent woman, and 
will, Jam ſure, exert herſelf to lt out the 
proper medium for your condutt Jam quite 
pleaſed to hear that yy are 0 5 to paſs ſome 
time in the country. You will there enjoy the 
calm detights of domeſtic tranquillity, without 
being ſubject to the unpleaſant Intruſion of un- 
welcome obſervers. Vou will there, too, have 
_ leiſure to cement that friendly intercourſe which 
at preſent exiſts among you, and which I hope 
and truſt will end but with-your lives ; and 
v ben you return again to the buſy” ſcenes of the 
gay world, let neither the ſneer of faſhion nor 
the laugh of tolly make you aſhamed of being 
tender and affectionate wives. Young people, 
I have frequently obfer ved, on their firſt ſetting 
out in life, deceive themſelyes : they expect 
to find in each other all that ] perfection rea- 
"lized, which the glowing pengl of fanty had 
"pictured them Poffelred of; and, of courſe, 
are diſa ppointed. Miſunderſtanding, enſue. 
Euch party is eager to clear itfelf, at the ex- 
Pede of the other; candid explanations, which 
might clear up either inadverten: cies or mi- 
takes, are FENG 2vy0ided,” for fear they | 
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mould be termed want of ſpirit, or vidiculed as 
groveling or mean ſubmiſſions. Love, at length, 
flies off, indifference ſuceecds; and, perhaps, 
before either party had ſuppoſed; their own 
folly would deſtroy their peace, it is gone, ir- 
recoverably gone, for ever. But, above all, 
a void, I entreat you, that dreadful: vortex ot 
tolly'and deſtruction, a gaming table; nor ever 
ſuffer yourſelves to play, in any company 
whatever, for ſums which would either diſ- 
compoſe your temper, diſturb: your tranquil- 
lity, or injure your fortune... It is much eaſier 
to avoid an ill, than to apply a remedy, after 
you have experienced one. And as I have 
gone ſo far in my letter on the ſubjeR of admo- 
nition and advice, ſuppoſe I go on, in the ſame 
ſtrain, a little farther, and beg that you will, 
on V to do. 
meſtic econemy. Without regularity, the moſt 
ſplendid jortunes have been ound inſufficient; 
and with it, moderate ones have afforded all 
© _ - he: comet lifOggue‚e „1 s 5c 
I am happy to inform, you, that the earl is 
mucb improved both. in health and ſpirits. He 
ſpeaks of you all, frequently, with. great af- 
fection, unaccompanied by that painful re- 
ſtraint which, for ſo long a time, almoſt ſe- 
cluded him from his neareſt friends. Thank 
. Heaven, the cauſe exiſts no longer; and 1 
zeally believe, from ſome ſentences he bas 
| Astely uttered, that nothing but a little conſci- 
| _abſneſs of having added on former occadions, 
| with rather too much rigidity, withholds bim 
| from returning immediately to England, + 
VWitneſs; and, of courſe, to ſhare, the ha. 
neſs of his children. A ſudden change tlie 
F eee will oblige him to re- 
ſign the ſtation he now occupies. I ſervently 
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pray that it may create in him a taſting diſtaſte 
to public employments. They are too fre- 
"quenety at variance with private tranquillity; 

The earl writes by this poſt both to Mrs. 
*Merioneth and Albert. Prefent my compli- 
ments of congratutation to all our riends, |, I 
'nelvſe a few lines for Albert, and entreat to 
de affectionately remembered to all and ev 
ene. I mall expect another packet very 
mortiy; ant! hope I am not tod laaguine in 
7 that 1 think it will be anſwered in per- 
8 3 er wather,:-. ; 
ARRIET. Danwant.: 
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uy; "LETTER EE. 
e Severn to the Counteſs of Derwent. 5 
London, Argyle-fireet.. 
On letter; my dear and bonbured ma- 
bum, Was received with all che welcome ſuch 
''4 lefter Reſerves. - Accept the Hincere thanks 
of a grateful heart, which overflows with-len- 
timents of admiration: and reſpedt, and/permit 
me to aſſure you, with unfeigned hucerity, that 
on my heart your maternal admonitions 4 5 
indeſibly engta ven. My dear mothe 5 Win, I 
hope, nch chat her precepts, entorced by ker 
example, will euable her happy lde bag 
AF with:dignity- and propriety thoſe; no. 
"which Providence has N Et is imp 
ble to con veyito your ladyſhi any ide a of 2 2 
-*pleafure Our. terters,: e of BY. ho- 
moured ber, uſed: trough our e 
cle of iriendhe. . ui D135, <> 
The und of being Ain ele to 
pour fociety, w „ich Was, indeed, all! re ad 
to afl of N amply repays us for allitheſe 
_ little 3 and raxieties e * 
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recently ſuffered, and at which we bave been 


foo much prone to repine. 


We are going to paſs a few weeks at Rich- 


| mond, with my brother and ſiſter. . Sir Felix 


% 


i already there; he thinks bimſe!f beiter 
when in the country. We have ſpent our time 
delighttuly th Kent. The manners of Lady 


Laura Clifford are every thing that is elegant, 


cheerful, and hoſpitable. She exerts herſelf 


in every department of her houſehold, and 


always with ſucceſs, Not the minuteſt article 


of expence eſcapes her penetration; yet there 


is no meanneſs allied to her etonemy. Her 
table is perfectly genteel, though not proſuſe, 


her domeſties are not numerous, but ſo well 
regulated, that one is frequently. ſurpriſed at 
the order and exactneſs which appears in every 
thing about them; and one is, indeed, much 
better attended Was! in thoſe manſions. where 


there are frequently twice tbe number. The 


houſe is old- faſhioned, but comfortable and 


convenient. Mr. Clifford bas but very lately 
been put, poſfeffon of it. It belonged to his 
mother,” and was her's prior to her marriage; 
but, at 'the dentkh of her huſband, The gave up 


wa life in it in favour of bis creditors. The 
harpy-talons of the law ſtill continued to detain 
itz and Clifford had many do! ibts as to his ever 


being able to recover it; 5 on v ich account he 


marriage. Juſtice, at 


never mentioned. to Lauls any thipg on the 
fabject, till. Aa very little. 1 P e to tbeir 


revailed 20 0 | 
the eſtate was reſtoſ ed to 1 Tip t, ere, Et 


5 js charmingly* "Dtnated, 1 in the midſt, of enten- 

ſire pleaſurèe grounds, rich mes dow, ande, &c. 

and when improved b bythe judg ment. of. Clit- 
7 


ford; and ty of his ———4 wile, it will 


7 1 
: ; 4 
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really be « « Ih de li ightful retreat. . 
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Lady Lauft had, by enquiries, which ap- 
peared quite accidental, learned from Clifford, 
the name of the trien! with whom be bad 
ef; placed the faithful domeſtic and humble friend 
of his late mother. She diſcovered that ſhe 
was reſident with a gentleman of che name of 
Barnwell, a merchant of great repute, who had 
formerly deen in habits of intimacy: with his, pa- 
rents. She took an early opportunity offend - 
ing for her; and inſtantly propoſed, that, if 
agreeable to herſelt,”- ſhe :ſhould: repair. into 
Kent, and takg_upon her the immediate care of 
the houſekeeping, , a ſituation ſhe was well 
Pe fam] for, and one ſhe had long orcupicdart 
the family of Mr. Clifford's parents. 
She gratefully accepted a, propoſal at once 
ſo unexpected and agreeable; and, a few days 
aſter; ſet out for the place of hex. deſtination; 
accompanied by a whole caravan. of furniture, 
Prints, pictures, &c. &c. Which had. been re- 
moved from Malvern to the houſe of Mr. Barn- 
well, and were things which both Mary and 
- Mr. Clifford looked upon as. hallowed g elics; 
for they batl been highly valued by their late 
miſtreſs. Among them is a full. length ot that 
lady, taken by the deſire of , her ſon. It is ſaid 
to be an admirable likeneſs, and was painted 
by that great maſter of his art, Sir Joſhus 
Keynolds.— Apropos, I have a, trifling aunee- 
dote for your ladyſhip, which, Lam ſure wil 
give you pleaſure. Laſt evening but one, we 
| A all aſſembled to paſs, a ſew. ſocial;lours-at 
my aunt's, when a ſervant informed My, Clif- 
ford; that two gentlemen defired; to ſpeax with 
bim, but retuſed: ſending their names. He 
withdrew to learn their bu ineſd, and ſoon after 
returned tous, ap arentiy much agita ted— 
. Laura looked inquilutive; Which he obſerving, 


— 
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took her unrrlactant band, and ted her to the 
upper end ef the drawing-room. They were 
A dong time in cloſe. converſation.” Teould'fer, 
every now and then, à pearly trembler- quiver 
in her eye; which ſhe, however, endeavoured 
10 ſuppreſs. I began to be inquilitive, as. did 
All our party; but none preſumed to interrupt 
- their converſation. At length they returned 
1 the fire ſide; ben my aunt obſerving that 
they both looked very ſerious, hoped nothing 
Sad occurred to make dhem uneaſy. Laura 
gavr Clifford à look which ſeemed te fay, Ido 
not like ſeorets, let us tell. He interpreted it 
às 1 did; and inſtantly replied, that the two 
E e ho hatl en quired for him, were Mr. 
nwell.and a N of his late father, Who 
had long been ſuppoſed no more; that he Had 
many years fince quitted England, eroſſed the 
Atiantic, and it was fuppoſet had died in Ame- 
rica. However, it proued to the contrary. He 
bad made his way to 4 Dutch coteny, Where 
hae bad long practiſed a lucrative profefſion, and 
was rettrrning home, riehly daden with the pro- 
duce of ſober toil and patient induſtry. Unfor- 
tunately, within view of our dun ſhores, a 
Norm aroſe, and the veſſel foundered.- Mr. 
Clement Clifford, with the captain anda few 
others, truſted to the boat, and fortunately 
gained the land. Of their property, not un at- 
tiole eſcaped the raging deep; and what was 
worſe than loſs ot Property, every ſbuf on 
board periſhed with it. „do not grie be for 
myſelf (continued Mr. Clifford) for ILcannet 
miſs what I never expected tb receive; but four 
my uncle, ho has been for ſo many years puti- 
ently. enduring all the evils of a torrid climate, 
all the mortification of a ſecluſion from his 
friends and-:country, which though voluntary, 
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were nevertheleſs ſevere; in order, at laſt, to 
repaſe in the autumn ot his days, wit h eaſe 
And independence, 4 in that loved and honoured 
land which gave. him birth, I grieve for his 
. diſappointment, for be has paſſed that time of 
lite, when new pleaſures, might be ſubſtituted, 
to allay, at leaſt, the Küuerneſs ei. ec 
tion and regret. 
Do not tear (cried Tana, wich 4 vivacity | 
All ber gyn) we will not ſuffer him to ſeel the 
"ſeverity of his loſs. © Under our root, be ſhall 
.command all thoſe indulgences, which may be 
necellary to the veſtoration of his health; and 
hope, in a hort time, he will oknowledge 
that he has found in our ſociety, a ſufſicĩent ro- 
compenſe for the dereliftions of wealth. My 
deareſt Laura (ſaid Clifford) IJ have every hour 
freſh reaſon to admire the generoſity of your 
chaxacter, and the humanity- of your princi- 
ples. I accept, becauſe Jam ſure it wil give 
you pleaſure, the propoſal you have made; 
and I think my uncle will-avt find it: die ult to 
owe a favqur to a heart Hike peur's. Laura 
contended that there could be -no fa vou, con \ 
jerred, where duty demanded. our affiſtancag 
and entreated Mr. Clifford to go. bimſelf, rarx 
the next morning, into the city, and 40 bring 
his uncle wü him to- St. Ja mess- Square 
This propoſal was ſecondod by my aunt; be 
was very vexed 40 think be ſhouid, on-eny 
account, have been ſufferedao quit che houſe, 
without! her lacing him, and giving bim an in“ 
vVitation to return. At length, it Was agreed, 
that a propaſa),of hecoming their immediate in- 
mate fhould be made bim, and ne eaguſes 
whatever admitted. Thus then ne af- 
Jar. . 7 24 at {Tf 


| Tae nexi dogs they. were 110 dine wich * . 
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but owing to this occurrence, could not keep 
their engagement. We were, however, to 
meet in the evening, in order to form a party 
for Drury-Lane Houſe. To our great ſur- 
| priſe, Laura came alone, A look of uncom- 
mon hilarity played on her animated features, 
and announced to us that ſhe had accompliſhed 
her wiſhes, and left Mr. Clement Clifford in 
ſome degree reconciled to the ſeverity of his 
- misfortune. She did not ſuffer us to be Tong 
ignorant of the ſource from which her ſatisfac- 
tion proceeded; Mr. Clement Clifford had, it 
ſeemed, accepted bis ne phew's invitation, and 
accompanied him home. They thought his 
dejection was vaſtly diminiſhed, and congratu- 
lated each other on the pleaſing change in his 
appearance; for Clifford had deſcribed him as 
-finking under the double preffure of languor 
and misfortune. He was charmed with the 
eaſy mixture of elegance and hoſpitality, which 
he experienced a 1 Mrs. Mericneth's 3 nor Were 
they lefs pleaſed with the ſuavity of his man- 
ners, and the intelligence of bis converſation... 
lo the harmony of fpirits, with which Mr. 
Clifford then found himſelf inſpired, it was im- 
- poſſible for him to retain the ſecret which then 
occupied his boſom, and which he had intended 
keeping, at leaſt, for ſome days longer. Not 
to tire you with prolixity, this ſecret was ſim- 
ply as follows: That his tale of diſtreſs was 
only fabricated, in order to prove if his ne- 
phew (of whom he had frequently received, in- 
telligence from Mr. Barnwell, though under 
the ſeal of ſecrecy Would receive him when ar- 
ra yed in the garb of wretchedneſs and ſorrow. 
The event juſtified the aſſertions of the worthy 
merchant, and more than anſwered the cx- 
pectations of the fortunate wanderer, whole 
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property, amounting in value to many thou- 
ſand pounds, was all ſafely arriyed, before he 
had taken his own paſſage to Europe; on 
board the veſſel which untortynately founder- 
ed, he had hut little to regret the loſs of. He 
concluded, by requeſting his nephew to attend 
him that evening into the city, in order- that 
he might more fully explain the real ſituation 
of his affairs. A party of old friends were en- 
gaged to paſs the evening with Mrs. Merioneth, 
and this accounted for .Laura's coming to us 
alone. We congratulated: her on the opening 

proſpect of Mr, Clifford. She replied, it gave 
Her plealure only as it promoted the happineſs 
"of others. It will give (ſaid The). to a noble 
heart, that firſt of human bleſſings, indepen- 
dence (tor Mr. Clement Clifford had inſiſted on 
bis nephew's- acceptance of ten thouſand 
pounds) and enlarge, I hope, our ſphere of 
ative benevolence. = n 


ge 


None who had witneſfed. the difintereſted 
conduct of Laura, could doubt the ſincerity of 
her preſeot affertions; and I am ſure, my dear 


madam, you admire her too much, to doubt 


Terran „ 
To- morrow, we leave London, and join 
Sir Felix, at Richmond, who is quite impa- 
tient for our arrival. My fiſter writes by this 
Pacquet, fo does Merioneth ; of couiſe, I ſay 
nothing more than they are all well and bap- 
Py ; and moſt impatiently expecting the pro- 
miſed period of your arrival, We all hope 
nothing will retard that moment, of ſupreme fe 
- Ticity, When the beſt of mothers will claſp to 
her maternal boſom, Feb dutiful and affec- 
donzte, zie SEVERN. 
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